
 We had 23 boats for this
month’s tournament, which is
amazing considering the
record heat the valley has
been seeing. Hopefully we
have seen the worst of it, and
cooler temps are on our
horizon. I was looking at the
pairings for our Saguaro
tournament and noticed that of
the 46 fishermen scheduled to
fish at Saguaro, 15 were not in
the club this time last year. Its
great to see new members,
hopefully this is a trend that
continues.

 Your new board has been on
the job for a little over 6
months and hopefully we have
received a passing grade.
Seems like every month there
is some new issue for us to
work through. Most of the
matters are minor, and the
process is usually the same:
present the information to the
board, get each person’s input,
and make a decision. Many

times the decision made is that
we need more member input
before proceeding, so we
contact everyone, usually
through email. Even when we
put information before you, be
assured we have given it
careful consideration, so as to
not waste your time. This in no
way implies that all our
decisions are met with
universal approval, but I would
like to think that it is evident
that our decisions are based
upon your input, for the
betterment of the club, to the
greatest extent possible.

 I am finally starting to feel a
little more comfortable in the
role of president, thanks in part
to the rest of the board, whose
t i r e l e s s  w o r k ,  a n d
professionalism in their duties,
makes what I do a lot easier.
These guys work their butts off
for all of us, and should be
appreciated for their efforts.
Should anyone desire to serve
as  a  boa rd  member ,
understand that you are
committing yourself to a great
deal of work, which goes well
beyond the meetings and
tournaments. Terry, Jack, John
and Lou all willingly give of
their time and energy to make
Midweek a fun club for all of us
to enjoy the sport we love, - -
fishing.  Thanks guys.































































































Lake Saguaro
August 15, 2012

By Terry Tassin

 What a great fishing day! After
two weeks of record breaking
heat we lucked out and had a
mostly cloudy day with cooler
temperatures to help us survive
on the water. While Jeff Mabry
and I had a fun day catching
quite a few fish in the main lake
there was no way we were any
competition for the top three
teams who fished way up the
river. Oh well, there is always
next month.

 So, how did the winners catch
their fish this month?”

Lew Southard & Brad
Baker Fish Up River for

1st Place Finish

MIDWEEK BASS ANGLERS
Of Ariziona Inc

B a s s  B i t e s
FISHING WEDNESDAYS - NOT WEEKENDS!
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become effective on
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 Team Lew Southard & Brad
Baker drop shot 6 inch worms
and wind-up weighing the
winning creel of five bass
weighing 20.30 lbs. The team
also won the prize for the 1st
Place Big Fish.

 Lew commented; “Brad and I
caught all of our fish up the
river past the no wake buoys.
All the fish were caught on a
drop shot pitching it against the

steep walls. Our fish were
caught in 1 to 32 feet of water
on a Morning Dawn 6 inch
Robo worm with a chartreuse
tail. Brad and I caught 15 - 20
bass and they just kept getting
bigger as the day wore on! I
saw our biggest fish take my
worm in about a foot of water
and then head for deep water
under the boat. I thought he
might rub the line against the
bottom of the boat and break
off, but sometimes everything
goes right. Brad and I left the
river about 10 AM and fished a
couple of places in the main
lake to no avail.”

 Brad added; “When we started
out and went right to the river I
said to myself Oh Boy! When
we arrived at Lew’s first stop,
Lew and I pulled out our drop
shot rods and went to work.

Lew boated the first 2 or 3 and
then I brought in a few more.
We had our first five bass
pretty quickly and the fish
seemed to keep getting bigger
and bigger which made culling
easy. The majority of the time
we were anywhere between 15
and 25 feet of water. There
wasn't much of a current but it
didn't seem to affect us much.
The drop shot with Robo
worms was working so good
that it didn't make sense to try
and use anything else. Morning
Dawn was working the best but
I was able to land a few on
different colors as well. Lew
caught our biggest fish, which
put up a pretty good fight.

 Once the action died down in
the river and we had some
good fish in the livewell we had
about an hour left so we
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Next Meeting
Next Tournament

Our next club general meeting
is scheduled for Wednesday,
5 September starting at 8:00
AM, at Bill Johnson’s Big Apple
Restaurant, 16810 N. 19th Ave
(just south of Bell Road on
19th Ave on the west side of
the avenue).  We hope you will
come early and have breakfast
together.

The next club point tournament
will be a day event at Lake
Roosevelt on 19 September
2 0 1 2 . C l u b  l a u n c h
headquarters and weigh-in
location will be announced.
Tournament hours presently
are Safe Light to 3 PM.
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Why rules? Rules are the
foundation of every great
organization. Without rules,
individuals are free to do what
they want when they want it.
Rules are designed to create a
level and fair playing field so all
competitors have an equal
opportunity to succeed. Show me
an organization without rules, and
I will show you an organization
that is destined for failure.

The Rules
By Gary Grimes
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By Brian Chambers
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Independ-
ence Day

decided to try the main lake.
However, the main lake didn't
produce a single fish for us. I
was working a Carolina rig and
Lew continued to drop shot. I
had a great time fishing with
Lew and I am looking forward
to the next tournament!”

Poe & Jacobson Start
Last and Finish 2nd

In Second Place the team of
Mark Poe & Brian Jacobson
finished with 19.87 lbs for their
five bass.

 Brian gave this synopsis of the
tournament day. “To start the
day we got a late start being
the kick boat but when we got
moving Mark’s boat got us to
our first spot in a hurry!
Fortunately nobody was on it.

 We threw spinner baits and
worked that area for about 45
minutes or so and then moved
on a little further up towards the
No Wake buoys. We spent the
majority of the day around
there and then fished up past
the buoys into the river itself.
The bite was slow for us. Mark
said we’d go big or we’d go

4th Place
Chuck Golden & Rick Brown

1st Place
Brad Baker & Lew Southard

Continued on page 3



was something custom he had
done and then he made
modifications from there. The
important thing from all of it
was that they worked! It wasn’t
enough to beat Lew and Brad
but it was enough to get us
close.

 I thank God for the awesome
day that we had with a little bit
of a sprinkle of rain, the over
cast skies and every time we
got a little warm the wind would
blow a bit to cool us down. We
had a great day of fishing,
taking in the awesome creation
of Saguaro Lake that God gave
us, and enjoyed each other’s
company. Mark’s a very
knowledgeable fisherman and
I’m glad to have finally been
paired up with him.”

Team Gary Grimes &
Ricky Boehm Jig-Up

3rd Place
Team Grimes & Boehm

weighed five bass for 18.44
pounds and took home Third

home so we went big with our
presentation. We did a lot of
casting and casting and
casting and more casting. I got
a bit nervous with his
philosophy but kept at it.
Seven fish were brought into
the boat in total and all were
quite healthy in size. All of the
fish brought into the boat were
from swim baits, Brush Hogs,
and Westy Worms (no, not
really Westy Worms, just a
side joke between Jamie and
Mark). Nothing from spinner
baits, jigs, or the little bit of
drop shot that I did.

 Some of those baits that Mark
had I had never seen before. It
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Lake Bartlett
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date/location to be determined.

Coming Events

Place honors. They also won
2nd Place Big Bass honors
and thanks to Gary’s big catch
he won the long running 5 lb
Pot.

 Gary said; “Timing was very
important. Ricky and I had a
rather uneventful morning,
catching two fish totaling about
3 lbs, until about 8 AM, when
we decided to move to the area
adjacent to Shiprock.

 Within minutes, we had our
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Lew Southard is the winner this
month of the Sportsman’s
Warehouse prize of a $20 gift
card for the largest bass weighed
by a club member pre-signed-up
for this prize. Lew’s biggest bass
a 5.81 lb beauty would have also
won the 5 lb Pot if Lew had been
entered in the pot.

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Big Bass Prize

Member Guest Column
By Brian Chambers
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“What’s a guy like you doing with an earring?”

2nd Place
Brian Jacobson &

Mark Poe (not shown)

3rd Place
Ricky Boehm & Gary Grimes



tournament of the year at Lake
Bartlett and did not fair too well
so I was glad that things
worked out much better this
time.”

5 lb Pot Finally Won By
Gary Grimes

 An ecstatic Gary Grimes said,
“We moved around a bit early,
but never made it up river.

 Around 8 AM we moved to the
Shiprock area; many boats
who had been fishing there
since safelight - unsuccessfully
I might add - were starting to
move out and going to different
areas. Just good timing, I
guess. I pulled up on an
opening, the boat was in 10 –
12 feet of water, and we were
casting jigs into 20 feet, pulling
them slowly back up the drop-
off. Apparently the bigger fish
were moving up as we caught
three nice ones, including our
big fish, within an hour.”

Bassin’ Basics

* December 30: Midweek Holiday OPEN at
Lake Bartlett

* January Annual Club Awards Banquet:
date/location to be determined.

Coming Events

first nice fish, a 3 pounder. We
continued to upgrade and
finally catch our limit, including
our big fish. Funny thing is, I
know of at least three other
anglers who came before us,
fishing the same area, and two
who fished after us who didn’t
catch quality on that spot. We
just happened to be on the
spot when the big fish decided
to move up and feed. Jigs
seemed to do the trick for us.
Ricky caught our second 5
pounder on his first cast after
we left the flats and moved to
another spot nearby. Jigs
again! We upgraded again
once more after 10 AM on -
you guessed it a jig, and had
another 4 pound plus bass
which came unhooked.

 It was great fishing with Ricky,
we had a blast. I can positively
affirm that having an 18 pound
bag has a tremendous effect
on your day, my adrenaline is
still surging as I write this.”

Team Elias & Thomas
Use Various Techniques

to Reel In 4th Place
 The 4th Place Team of
Daniel Elias & Howard
Thomas weighed 14.99 lbs.

 Reporting for the team,
Howard said; "Dog Days of
Summer! It wasn’t easy but we
made it thanks to Daniel. I
think he lives on the lake the
way he picked all his spots and
knew just what to do to
provoke a strike. He had a
technique for each spot and
most of the time they worked
on that spot. I was only able to
contribute one decent fish to
the pile which I caught on a jig

with a crawdad trailer. Thanks
for the fishing lesson Daniel; I
hope it will help me in the
future.”

Team Jeff Mason & Dick
Monell Work One Spot

For 5th Place
 The 5th Place Team of Jeff
Mason & Dick Monell
weighed 13.37 lbs and took
home the final ‘place’ money.

 Jeff Mason’s report on the
fishing day; “Dick and I started
out on the flats across from
Shiprock throwing a Texas
rigged Robo worm, a Carolina
rig, and a dropshot. The
morning didn't start off the way
we wanted. Dick got broke off,
and I farmed one, but we
managed to boat 3 fish close to
2 lbs, and followed those with 2
one and a half pounders for
our limit at 6:40 AM. We stayed
in the same area and managed
to cull 3 of our first 5 fish, with
Dick catching a 5 pounder on a
drop shot. All told we caught
20 - 25 fish in the same area
for a fun filled day. Dick and I
had fished the first MBA
(Midweek Bass Anglers)
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 That's two top three finishes
for me this year. I'm thinking
about going pro!!

Thar Be Goon Fish in
Lake Saguaro

 What can you say about the
team that catches a Catfish
worth $220!

John Belden & Dave Nelson
brought a 4.16 lb Catfish to the
scales to win the Goon Fish
Prize. Dave said, “ John
caught the beast on a drop
shot Red River Craw Robo
Worm up river where everyone
else was catching big bass.
Once the Cat was in the boat
we emptied one of the live
wells so the Catfish would not
hurt the bass we had caught.
Needless to say it was a fun
catch.”

Statistics for the tournament:
Forty-five(45) men fished 5.5
hours each, bringing 88 keeper
bass to the scales for a total
weight of 194.63 pounds with a
4.33 pound average catch per
fisherman. All but one fish
were released back into the
lake after weigh-in to fight
again another day.

First Place and first big fish
went to Lew Southard and
Brad Baker splitting $684. It is
highly unusual that the big fish
would have also won the 5 lb
pot if Lew, who caught the big
fish - a 5.81 lb bass, had been
in the pot. They weighed in
20.30 lbs of Bass.

 Weighing in 19.87 lbs of Bass
was the team of Mark Poe and
Brian Jacobson. Mark and
Brian split the 2nd place pot of
$286. Again, it's very unusual
that the team that had not
caught the 1st or 2nd big fish
would finish in 2nd place.

 In yet another unusual
occurrence, Gary Grimes
caught the 2nd place big fish
weighing 5.66 lbs and his co-
angler, Ricky Boehm, was not
in the 5 lb pot. The entire pot of
$775 is paid to Gary. The 3rd
place finish and 2nd big fish
have Gary and Ricky splitting
the remaining $366.

 The final payouts are of a
more normal nature with 4th
place going to Daniel Elias and
Howard Thomas for a share of
$96.

 Jeff Mason and Dick Monell
are the 5th place winners of
$64.

 Finally the Goon Fish pot,
worth $220, goes to the team
of John Belden and Dave
Nelson with a 4.16 lb catfish.

 September starts a new 5 lb
pot. As everyone can see from
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the above results it pays to
enter the option pot as you
never know what might
happen. Several of our
members have chosen to pre-
pay their entry in the 5 lb pot,
knowing they would not be
fishing every tournament and
did not want to be eliminated.
This option is available to
every member and one you
m igh t  con s ide r  t ak ing
advantage of if this applies to
you. The rules concerning this
pot have been published many
times and every member
should be aware of them.

 What a great club we have!

 I was sitting home a week
before the Saguaro tournament
when the phone rang and the
lady on the other end asked if I
was Jack Hughes the
Tournament Director for
Midweek Bass. When I said
yes, she identified herself as
Diana Rogers, Arizona Game
and Fish, and of course I
immediately thought “what
now”. She went on to ask if
Midweek Bass would be
interested in helping out
AZG&F and proceeded to tell
me they want to do a better job
of educating Arizona fishermen
on how to catch bass, improve
the G&F web site and
especially how to catch and
release bass in the summer
time in a healthy condition.

 I told her we are always
interested in helping out
AZG&F as a club so what did
she have in mind. Diana came

4th Place
Chuck Golden & Rick Brown

Goon Fish Pot Winners
Dave Nelson & John Belden



back with she would like to
m o n i t o r  o u r  S a g u a r o
tournament, talk to our
members on how AZG&F can
do a better job of educating
fishermen, and if possible be in
the boat with one of our teams
f i s h i n g  t h e  S a g u a r o
tournament to observe first
hand a tournament in action. I
told her I thought we could
accomplish all the items on her
list and we did. Paul Cormany
volunteered to take Diana in
his boat; thanks Paul.

 After the tournament I asked
Diana if we had provided the
information she wanted. She
told me the club members all
were so helpful and that a few
even volunteered to help out
AZG&F with whatever they
needed. She left with some
great pictures for AZG&F and a
better understanding of hot
weather tournament fishing
and the extra efforts we take to
make sure our caught fish are
returned to the lake healthy to
be caught again on another
day. I want to thank all of the
members who fished Saguaro
for their hospitality to Diana
and answer ing AZG&F
questions.

Guest Diana Rogers & Paul
Cormany

 Diana will be at our
September meeting to listen to
all you winners on how you
managed to get in the money
at Saguaro.

 Again, I want to thank all the
members for the outstanding
job you did in representing our
club with AZG&F. All of you
made our club president and
me very proud of how you
represented Midweek Bass
Anglers and bass fishermen
everywhere again, thank you!

 A s  f o r  t h e  S a g u a r o
tournament, Jerry Askam said
it best after the tournament
“you were either on the fish or
missed them completely”. This
was a tournament of the haves
and have not’s. I want to
congratulate Lew Southard and
Brad Baker for the great bag of
fish their team weighed in and
of course Gary Grimes for
winning the five pound pot.
Remember, in September a
new five pound pot starts and it
is your chance to get back in to
this very competitive pot.

 The September Roosevelt
t o u r n a m e n t  w i l l  b e
headquartering at Windy Hill
and we will have a cookout on
Tuesday evening for the
members. We are always in
need of volunteers to help
clean up after the cookout and
put things away so keep ;that
in the back of your mind.

 Finally, I will miss the
September club meeting due to
being out of state on business.
For September only send your
entry form and checks to Terry
Tassin. See you all at the
Windy Hill cookout.

Bassin’ Basics

* December 30: Midweek Holiday OPEN at
Lake Bartlett

* January Annual Club Awards Banquet:
date/location to be determined.

Coming Events
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Monthly Breakfast Meeting
Bill Johnson’s Big Apple

Restaurant
16810 N. 19th Ave, Phoenix, AZ

2nd Wednesday, July 11th
8:00A.M.

Continued from page 6

Member Information Update
Please keep the Secretary
informed of any changes in
your vital statistics:  home
address, phone numbers, email
address, number or expiration
date of your auto or boat
insurance policy or anything
else.

TRUISMS
HOW FIGHTS

START

*

This year, it has been an honor and
privilege to serve you as editor and
publisher of Bass Bites. I am most

pleased to count you among our readers. On
behalf of the club’s Board of Directors and staff,
thank you and we wish you all a
Very Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!

Editor's Log
by Terry Tassin

Thanksgiving Day

Editor's Log
by Terry Tassin

Things You’ll Never Hear A
Real Bass Fisherman Say

Membership
As of April 21, 2012 the
Midweek Bass Anglers of
Arizona consists of 87 active
members.

NOTICE!

Changes to Club Bylaws
& Tournament Rules

for 2013
All previously proposed
changes will be voted on at
the 7 November meeting.
All approved changes will
become effective on
January 1, 2013.  A copy
of the approved revised
bylaws and tournament
rules will be provided to all
members by January 1st.

Club Officers Elected
for 2012

The Board of Directors is
pleased to announce the
election of the following
members as Officers of the
Midweek Bass Anglers of
Arizona Inc for the year 2012:
President:           Gary Grimes
Vice Pres:        Lou Hirlemann
Secretary:           Terry Tassin
Treasurer:            John Milkint
Tmx Director:     Jack Hughes

Terminal Tactics
Rigging Techniques
That Beguile Bass

 Clip The Hooks -
Impale Worm On Slider
Head

Photo Scrapbook
Lake Saguaro

August 15, 2012

Member Guest Column
By Brian Chambers

1st Place Big Bass - Chuck Golden

Family Day at the Lake
2 Years Later

Phantom Fisherman

Beach Blanket Bingo

The water looks good-lets cool off

I don’t need a bag, I’ve got two
more fingers!

ANGLING TIPS

Structure:

Bits & Pieces

2013 Officer
Nominations:
Recommendations for
members willing to

run for club office for 2013
should be to the Secretary by
email or phone call no later than
1 September 2012. Be sure
nominees will serve before
nominating

2013 Bylaw & Tournament
Rule Changes: All proposed
changes should be submitted to
the Secretary no later than 1
September 2012 on the club form
which has been provided by
email.

Independ-
ence Day

4th Place
Chuck Golden & Rick Brown
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Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Glendale, Arizona.  See their ad above.

Club Apparel
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Tackle Box Sales!
Here is a spot in our newsletter for those
members who have "fishing related items" that
they would like to sell, trade, or give away.
Seller Item Price

Jim Halka 2012 Motor Guide TM $500
Call 509-460-2809

Something to sell? Contact the Editor

Things You’ll Never Hear A
Real Bass Fisherman Say

Membership
As of April 21, 2012 the
Midweek Bass Anglers of
Arizona consists of 87 active
members.

NOTICE!

Changes to Club Bylaws
& Tournament Rules

for 2013
All previously proposed
changes will be voted on at
the 7 November meeting.
All approved changes will
become effective on
January 1, 2013.  A copy
of the approved revised
bylaws and tournament
rules will be provided to all
members by January 1st.

18 January Bartlett
15 February Roosevelt
21 March Havasu
18 April Alamo
16 May Apache
20 June Pleasant (MH)
18 July Bartlett (Night)
15 August Saguaro (MH)
19 September Roosevelt
17 October Alamo
21 November Bartlett

Midweek Bass Anglers 2012
Tournament ScheduleClub Officers Elected

for 2012
The Board of Directors is
pleased to announce the
election of the following
members as Officers of the
Midweek Bass Anglers of
Arizona Inc for the year 2012:
President:           Gary Grimes
Vice Pres:        Lou Hirlemann
Secretary:           Terry Tassin
Treasurer:            John Milkint
Tmx Director:     Jack Hughes

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday
Born in the Month of September

Brad Baker
Brian Chambers

Bob Jolley
Rich Lapointe

Jeff Mason
Don McDowell

Joe Rhoads
Howard Thomas

Terminal Tactics
Rigging Techniques
That Beguile Bass

 Clip The Hooks -
Impale Worm On Slider
Head

Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2012 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen
Board of Directors

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT
Gary Grimes 623-203-7436   Lou Hirlemann 480-272-0050

SECRETARY TREASURER
Terry Tassin 623-931-1546 John Milkint 480-298-0728

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
Jack Hughes 480-510-7779

Committee / Chairmen
PROGRAMS NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Lou Hirlemann    Terry Tassin

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE Jack Hughes-Chairman ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
  Gary Grimes, Terry Tassin, Lou Hirlemann, John Milkint    Lou Hirlemann
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE - Vacant

Official Supplier of
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel

Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Glendale, Arizona.  See their ad above.

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at: http://www.midweekbassaz.com/
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