
This month’s tournament at
Roosevelt Lake had many
wondering what to wear as
they left for the Wednesday
morning launch, do I wear my
100MPH suit, or will shorts
work? Gotta love Arizona,
somewhere in between
seemed to be the uniform of
the day. The highlight of the
day had to be watching Paul
Cormany bring his big fish to
the scales, topping out at over
11 pounds, what a monster
which should hold the club
record for a long time.

 I had the pleasure of fishing
with Dick Kirberg, a long time
member who was my first
partner when I joined three
years ago. I knew very little of
bass fishing when I joined the
club, my tackle box consisted
of a Rapala crank-bait, Zara
spook, and an assortment of
tubes. Dick was patient with
me, helping me get unstuck
every other cast. He also

introduced me to the drop shot,
and impressed me with how
effective it was as he out-
fished me about 6 to one.

 I will admit that I do not have
that many original ideas, but I
can recognize talent and skill,
and choose to study and watch
those who are more talented
and skilled, and I try to learn
from them. That is the
wonderful thing about Midweek
Bass; there are so many good
anglers in the club, so many
different tricks and techniques
to learn. Each guy I have been
paired with fished a little
differently than the one before,
boated a bit differently, and
had a particular “go-to” bait
which he would use at any time
with confidence. I learned drop
shotting from Sean Ballard and
Dick Kirberg, jig fishing from
Jamie Shaw, Richie Rojas and
Neil Burns. From Neil I also
learned the value of sticking in
one spot, even though I have
never fished with him, (but I
watch him). I had a productive
day with Tony Medina once
while spending no longer than
20 minutes on any one spot. I
personally think he covers
more water than anyone in the
club. Butch Nessline taught me
how to flip as we spent a day in
the river at Alamo, Mike
Richter taught me how to use a
jerk bait while at Lake



























































































Pleasant, Lou Hirlemann and
Charlie Ferrell are the buzz bait
masters at every lake. Steve
Cook taught me the value of
fishing windblown banks and
points, while John Majersky
taught me the value of
understanding your electronics
and how to remove a three
barbed Vixen from the belly of a
dog (yuck). There were many
others and many more lessons
learned; this is just a sampling.

 My point is this; one of the main
purposes of Midweek Bass
Anglers is to provide a means of
improving our skill as bass
anglers through the exchange of
ideas and techniques. After all,
we are not fishing for high
dollars or new bass boats; we
are fishing for fun, fishing to
have a good time with other like
minded guys. I am thankful for
those who have helped me, and
I in turn will pass what I have
learned on to someone
else…hopefully my grandsons.
Hope you all feel the same.

MIDWEEK BASS ANGLERS
Of Ariziona Inc

B a s s  B i t e s
FISHING WEDNESDAYS - NOT WEEKENDS!

Bassin’ Basics

* December 30: Midweek Holiday OPEN at
Lake Bartlett

* January Annual Club Awards Banquet:
date/location to be determined.

Coming Events

Monthly Breakfast Meeting
Bill Johnson’s Big Apple

Restaurant
16810 N. 19th Ave, Phoenix, AZ

1st Wednesday of each
month 8:00A.M.
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Lake Roosevelt
February 15, 2012

By Terry Tassin

 Breezy on Monday; rainy on
Tuesday; and as usual
beautiful tournament day
weather! Snow on the
mountain tops surrounding the
lake made for a beautiful

backdrop for our event. A new
club big bass record was set
by Paul Cormany fishing a
crankbait - a fantastic 11.34 lb
beauty.

Team Paul Cormany &
Brian Chambers Crank
New Club Record for

1st Place
 The First Place team of Paul
Cormany & Brian Chambers
devastated the field and
weighed the winning creel of
five bass weighing 20.70 lbs.
The team won the prize for the
Super Pot option and the 1st
Place Big Fish. Paul also won
the 5 lb Pot with his 11.34 lb
bass.

 The way it went down straight
from Paul’s lips. “I fished with
Brian Chambers at Roosevelt
and we had a really good time.
Brian is a great angler and
partner, and we fished
extremely well together. Our
tournament didn't get off to the
best of starts. I had one of
those days where everything
was going sideways. When I
was getting ready to leave the
house, I hit the up-trim on my
outboard and about halfway up
it stopped. I had zero power to
the engine. I traced the
problem down to a blown fuse
under the engine cowling.
Fortunately, Evinrude provides
a spare fuse right in the holder
and I replaced it easily. I hit the
trim button and blew that fuse
as well. I had a box of fuses in
my truck that fit so I replaced it
again and touched the trim
down. At least I had down trim
and could use the jack plate to
get a little lift and for trailering.
Next, I let my dog out to take a
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leak and he took off after a
coyote. I had to wait around for
him to come back. Finally, I get
on the road. When I reach the
meeting point for Brian, I
realize I need a little
clarification on the exact
location. I pick up my cell and
the dial pad will not work. Took
me 10 minutes of tinkering to
be able to dial out and get
hooked up with Brian. While I
was sitting there trying to dial
Brian, my truck tried to purge
the DPF which can only
happen at 30 MPH or higher,
so I get a check engine light. I
told Brian we were going to win
this tournament because I was
having such a crappy start to
my day.

 As far as the fishing went,
things were much better. I had
fished the ABA tournament on
Saturday and knew how and
where I wanted to fish. We
pulled up on our spot and
started with the crankbait. After
one pass and no fish, I
switched to a jig. Over the next
hour, I got four bites and put
four keepers in the well. I made
a cast to one of the better spots
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Next Meeting
Next Tournament

Our next club general meeting
is scheduled for Wednesday,
7 March starting at 8:00 AM, at
Bill Johnson’s Big Apple
Restaurant, 16810 N. 19th Ave
(just south of Bell Road on
19th Ave on the west side of
the avenue).  We hope you will
come early and have breakfast
together.

The next club point tournament
will be a day event at Lake
Havasu on 21 March 2012.
Club launch headquarters and
weigh-in location will be
announced. Tournament hours
are Safe Light to 3 PM.
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 Did you know Midweek Bass
has a rule that says you cannot
intentionally snag a fish? Or
that “sight” fish must be hooked
inside the mouth. A sight fish is
a fish you can see, which will
become apparent at Lake
Havasu at our next tournament.
If you can see the fish, he must
be hooked inside the mouth to
be a keeper, otherwise you
must release him.

The Rules
By Gary Grimes

Continued on page 3

6th Place
Terry

Paul Cormany and “friend”



good fish and I called for the
net. My 8 foot crank rod was
doubled and I could hardly
move the fish. It shook it’s
head a couple times, swam a
couple of feet, stopped and
shook its head a couple of
more times. I thought it might
be a catfish and it was rolling
on my line. I put a little more
pressure on and the fish
jumped, completely clearing
the water. I tried to ski it to the
boat but it got its head down
and ran under the boat. I put
the rod in the water to clear the
trolling motor and get around to
the correct side. Brian was
right there with the net and I
told him "It’s coming up." When
he didn't get the net in the
water right away, I couldn't
understand what was going on.
I looked over the side and the
fish was still four feet down! I
put my thumb on the spool and
pulled up, gaining a couple feet
and reeling down. Again, I
pulled up with my thumb on the
spool to get the last two feet
needed to reach the net. I
really hated to put that much
pressure on a fish that big but I
also knew there was too much
brush around to let that fish

with the jig and got short bit. I
threw up there again and got
short bit again, so I switched to
the Carolina rig and put
number five in the well. Brian
finally got his first fish but it
was too small to cull one out.
We made another pass
through the area and Brian put
two cull fish into the well and I
caught another that wouldn't
help. We left the area to look
for some upgrades. After an
hour without a bite, I told Brian
we were heading back to our
starting area but I had another
stop if the wind was blowing.
Sure enough, we pull up and
there is just enough wind. I
started with the jig and Brian
started with a crankbait.

 He boated two more upgrades
including one a little over 3 lbs.
I switched to the crankbait and
hooked the big one shortly
after that. The bite was a
typical cold water crank bite
where the crankbait just
stopped vibrating without a
hard bite. I set the hook and
could tell immediately it was a
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have another run. I've caught
fish bigger and lost several
around that size. I know a lot of
things can go wrong when
you're putting on that much
pressure in the "red zone". I
was really relieved when I felt
Brian lift it out of the water with
the net. We figured we
probably had the tournament
won at that point and it was
11:30. I didn't think we could
upgrade more than a half
pound if we went back to our
starting area. We moved to
another area and I managed to
get another upgrade on the jig
but only another ounce or two.
We had a pleasant afternoon of
fishing knowing we had 20 lbs
in the well. I look forward to
fishing with Brian again; we
were all about the teamwork
from start to finish. I really
a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  t h e
congratulations at the weigh-in.

 Congratulations to all the other
anglers on a great tournament.
I've given plenty of my money
to Larry Mantle back in the day
and Steve Cook always seems
to be just ahead of me where
ever we fish. It was nice to
finish out on top for a change. I
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deep with Carolina rigs (20 - 30
ft) and about 8:30 we had five
fish in the live wells.

 I had fished a tournament the
Saturday before and had to fizz
every fish, but none of these
fish required any fizzing. That
got me thinking; just maybe
they had started moving up. So
we rigged up some reaction
baits and moved towards the
bank. We probably culled five
or six times and had a ball. The
big fish came on an Alabama
rig in about eight feet of water.
Can't wait for Havasu!”

Gary Asmus & Ricky
Boehm Take 4th Place

 The 4th Place Team of Gary
Asmus & Ricky Boehm
weighed 9.53 lbs with a five
bass limit.

 Ricky Boehm reporting for the
team said, “As you all know, it
was frigid cold on Wednesday
morning. We all want to thank
the wives and significant others
for letting us participate in this
tournament being it was
Valentines Day. After the
morning meeting we started to
put the boats in the water and
waited for the fun to begin. As
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can't wait for Havasu and the
smallmouth bed fest!”

Jigs and Reaction Baits
Take Mantle & Durben to

Second Place Win
 In Second Place the team of
Larry Mantle & Mark Durben
finished with 11.52 lbs for their
five bass

 Larry Mantle remarked, “I
d idn ' t  p ref ish for th is
tournament, so I went back to
my records f rom past
tournaments on Roosevelt
during February. I had six
spots I planned on fishing. I
was 1st boat out, so I headed
to the Salt end. By 7:20 we had
a limit, caught 3 on a 1oz jig,
with Yamamoto watermelon
double tail, one on a
white/chartreuse chatterbait,
and the 5th on a blue drop shot
worm. Mark and I probably
caught close to 25 fish. Other
baits used, were a white
spinnerbait, and white square
billed crankbait. The majority of
the fish were caught in 25 to 35
ft on structure. I caught our
biggest fish, a 2.99 lb bass at
2:45 PM on a drop shot on the
back side of windy hill.”

 Mark added to the report;
“Fishing with Larry Mantle was
a great experience. Larry has
superior fishing knowledge,
had a great game plan, and he
is very easy to fish with. We
were fortunate to draw start
number 1 and got to our first
point where we picked up our
limit plus culled one in about
the first 45 minutes. We fished
25 - 35 feet of water most of
the day, throwing jigs and
dropshots for the most part;
morning dawn and red
crawlers with the tail painted
chartreuse worked best for us.
After our first point we moved
to the flats, but stayed in the 25
– 3 feet of water and were able
to cull 2 - 3 more fish. With 30
minutes to go we hit Windy Hill
and at 2:50 PM Larry picked up
our biggest fish of the day on
another dropshot. I learned a
lot from Larry in regards to
formulating a game plan and
sticking with it, and I thoroughly
enjoyed fishing with him.
Thanks Larry for a great day.”

The Two Steve’s
Connect For

3rd Place
Team Steve Cook & Steve

Baker weighed five bass for
9.76 pounds and took home
Third Place honors. . They
also connected with the 2nd
Place Big Bass.

 “Hi Guys, Steve Cook here
and what a great time I had
fishing with Steve Baker! That
is what is great about Midweek
Bass; meeting and fishing with
new people. Thanks for the
great day Steve!

 We started out the day fishing
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we looked out onto the water
we could see snow on the
mountains. Gary and I went to
Gary's first spot which was on
the salt side of the flats. In this
area, we caught two fish on a
Carolina rig. After being there
for a few hours, we decided to
move to Gary's second spot
which was around by the old
boat ramp.

 We caught two small fish on a
drop shot. As the time went on
we decided to move back to
the flats. When we arrived
there we saw a couple of other
boats in the vicinity of our area,
but our spot was still available.
We then finished out the day in
that area catching a total of
seven fish and culling two fish
to make our five fish limit. Gary
and I had a great time out on
the water and with his
experience I did learn a few

new techniques. All in all, we
were very happy with the final
results.”

5th Place Won By Burns
& Jacobson

 The 5th Place Team of Neil
Burns & Brian Jacobson
weighed 9.05 lbs with a five
bass limit.

 Brian Jacobson commented,
“Well the morning started out
cold but fortunately Neil had
found some pretty decent fish
the day prior that only took us
about 2 minutes to get to from
the ramp. Praise the Lord we
weren’t making a 30 minute
run!!!! I was dressed for the
weather (like Butch) but didn’t
care to drive that long if we
didn’t need to so I was quite
happy with where we pulled in
to start the day. Neil caught the
first fish with an Alabama rig.
Pretty decent size too! He then
proceeded to catch the next 2
fish on jigs in about 30+ feet of
water at a drop off. I caught
number 4 on a 1 oz spinner
bait and then the bite slowed
down. Neil took us into a cove
nearby where, on a morning
dawn worm with chartreuse tip
drop shot I got fish #5 with
several hours left in the day.
Then we worked on upgrades.
Neil told me that we needed to
do something or we wouldn’t
see any money so I started
throwing a really big swim bait
and Neil kept at the jig. Not
much was happening so we
moved back to our first spot of
the day to see if it had
reloaded and it had. Neil
caught another deep jig fish
and I grabbed one on a deep
running crank bait.

 We culled out a few more and
when it slowed down we
checked out a few additional
areas to no avail. Over all we
had an awesome day together.
Thanks Neil!”

Hegenderfer & Nessline
Jig Up Cat For Goon

Fish Honors
Butch Nessline caught the

only Goon Fish weighed at the
tournament. His 1.45 lb Catfish
was big enough to earn $190
for the team.

Statistics for the tournament:
47 men fished 8 hours each,
bringing 105 keeper bass to
the scales for a total weight of
179.58 pounds with a 3.82
pound average catch per
fisherman. All fish were
released back into the lake
after weigh-in to fight again
another day.

 T h e  t h r e e  m o n t h ' s
accumulation of the 5 pound
pot was finally won by the team
of Paul Cormany and Brian
Chambers with Paul catching
the 11.34 lb Largemouth Bass.
Even though there was talk of
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now making the 5 lb pot into a
10 lb pot because of Paul's
recent catch, it was just a
rumor and it will stay at 5
pounds. The accumulated
amount of this pot was $830.
March will start a new pot and
with the new pot anyone not
entering by the March meeting
will be unable to participate in
that pot until a 5 lb plus fish is
caugh t  dur ing a  c lub
tournament.

 The team of Butch Nessline
and Don Hegenderfer won the
Goon Fish pot of $190 with a
1.45 lb catfish. The last time
this pot was won was with a
tiny bluegill. Nice catch for
those guys.

 The Super Pot also went to
Paul Cormany and Brian
Chambers. When you added
their four other bass with the
11.34 lb monster they came in
at 20.70 total pounds. The
Super Pot was worth $210.00.
A nice all-a-round day on the
lake for Paul and Brian.

 First ,  I  want to say
congratulat ions to Paul
Cormany and Brian Chambers
for the outstanding winning
weight of 20.70 during the
Roosevelt tournament. Their
big fish of 11.34 pounds made
this a very special tournament
for all members who fished and
viewed the largest bass most
members present have ever
seen. Paul, with your catch you
made this a special tournament
for all of us and one we will
remember for a long time. I am
also pleased to announce that
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TRUISMS
HOW FIGHTS START

* My wife was hinting about what
she wanted for our upcoming
anniversary. She said, "I want
something shiny that goes from 0
to 150 in about 3 seconds."
I bought her a bathroom scale.

And then the fight started...

* After retiring, I went to the Social
Security office to apply for Social
Security.

The woman behind the counter
asked me for my driver's License to
verify my age.

I looked in my pockets and realized
I had left my wallet at home. I told
the woman that I was very sorry,
but I would have to go home and
come back later.

The woman said, 'Unbutton your
shirt'. So I opened my shirt
revealing my curly silver hair.
She said, 'That silver hair on your
chest is proof enough for me' and
she processed my Social Security
application.

When I got home, I excitedly told
my wife about my experience at the
Social Security office.

She said, 'You should have
dropped your pants. You might
have gotten disability, too.'

And then the fight started...
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Lake Roosevelt management
has requested a picture of Paul
with his bass to hang in the
vis i tor ’s center.  Again,
congratulations!

 I also want to thank Steve
C o o k  f o r  p e r f o r m i n g
maintenance on the club’s
trailer wheels and bearings,
Gary Asmus for cooking the
burger’s and brats at the club
cookout, Mark Durben for
doing another outstanding job
at the weigh-in and finally Rich
Lapointe and Dave Rice for
volunteering to do the live well
checks. I am sure I missed
many who helped to make a
very successful tournament by
pitching in and helping with all
of the tasks that have to
happen to make a successful
tournament.

 Our next tournament is at
Havasu and our club president
reminded me last week that
every year the winning weight
keeps going up at Havasu.
Several teams had 20 pounds
or more last year and were not
in the money. This tournament
is one that most members look
forward to and in my opinion if
anyone is going to beat Paul
Cormany’s 11.34 largemouth
this year, Havasu is the
tournament where everyone
has an excellent chance.

 I  have had numerous
comments, all of them very
favorable, on the white board
we have been using the past
two tournaments to show how
the teams did during the
tournament. It was originally
set as a two tournament
experiment to see if the club
liked it. Due to all of the

favorable comments in favor of
the white board we will continue
to use it at all future
tournaments.

 I would like to thank all of the
club members who participated
in the first two tournaments of
2012. You all have made it a
fun and excellent experience
for me as a rookie Tournament
Director.



Bassin’ Basics

* December 30: Midweek Holiday OPEN at
Lake Bartlett

* January Annual Club Awards Banquet:
date/location to be determined.

Coming Events

Continued from page 6

This year, it has been an honor and
privilege to serve you as editor and
publisher of Bass Bites. I am most

pleased to count you among our readers. On
behalf of the club’s Board of Directors and staff,
thank you and we wish you all a
Very Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!

Editor's Log
by Terry Tassin

Thanksgiving Day

Editor's Log
by Terry Tassin

Bits & Pieces
By Daniel Elias
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Things You’ll Never Hear A
Real Bass Fisherman Say

Goon Fish Pot Winner
Daniel Elias & Bill Roscher

Member Guest
Column

By Ken Buvala

NOTICE!

Changes to Club Bylaws
& Tournament Rules

for 2012
All previously proposed
changes will be voted on at
the 2 November meeting.
All approved changes will
become effective on
January 1, 2012.  A copy
of the approved revised
bylaws and tournament
rules will be provided to all
members by January 1st.

Club Officers Elected
for 2012

The Board of Directors is
pleased to announce the
election of the following
members as Officers of the
Midweek Bass Anglers of
Arizona Inc for the year 2012:
President:           Gary Grimes
Vice Pres:        Lou Hirlemann
Secretary:           Terry Tassin
Treasurer:            John Milkint
Tmx Director:     Jack Hughes

Terminal Tactics
Rigging Techniques
That Beguile Bass

 Clip The Hooks -
Impale Worm On Slider
Head

Photo Scrapbook - Lake Roosevelt– February 15, 2012

6th Place
Terry2nd Place Big Bass

Steve Cook11.34 lb Big Bass Paul Cormany

Photo Scrapbook - Lake Roosevelt– February 15, 2012
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Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Glendale, Arizona.  See their ad above.

Club Apparel

Bassin’ Basics

* December 30: Midweek Holiday OPEN at
Lake Bartlett

* January Annual Club Awards Banquet:
date/location to be determined.

Coming Events

Continued from page 6

This year, it has been an honor and
privilege to serve you as editor and
publisher of Bass Bites. I am most

pleased to count you among our readers. On
behalf of the club’s Board of Directors and staff,
thank you and we wish you all a
Very Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!

Editor's Log
by Terry Tassin

Thanksgiving Day

Editor's Log
by Terry Tassin

Welcome to New
Midweek Bass Anglers

Since the Last Newsletter

Chuck Golden (NB)
John Belden (NB)

Tackle Box Sales!
Here is a spot in our newsletter for those
members who have "fishing related items" that
they would like to sell, trade, or give away.
Seller Item Price
Terry Tassin Assorted Rods & Reels

Call me at 623-931-1546

Something to sell? Contact the Editor

Bits & Pieces
By Daniel Elias

Things You’ll Never Hear A
Real Bass Fisherman Say

Goon Fish Pot Winner
Daniel Elias & Bill Roscher

Member Guest
Column

By Ken Buvala

NOTICE!

Changes to Club Bylaws
& Tournament Rules

for 2012
All previously proposed
changes will be voted on at
the 2 November meeting.
All approved changes will
become effective on
January 1, 2012.  A copy
of the approved revised
bylaws and tournament
rules will be provided to all
members by January 1st.

18 January Bartlett
15 February Roosevelt
21 March Havasu
18 April Alamo
16 May Apache
20 June Pleasant (MH)
18 July Bartlett (N)
15 August Saguaro (MH)
19 September Roosevelt
17 October Alamo
21 November Bartlett

Midweek Bass Anglers 2012
Tournament ScheduleClub Officers Elected

for 2012
The Board of Directors is
pleased to announce the
election of the following
members as Officers of the
Midweek Bass Anglers of
Arizona Inc for the year 2012:
President:           Gary Grimes
Vice Pres:        Lou Hirlemann
Secretary:           Terry Tassin
Treasurer:            John Milkint
Tmx Director:     Jack Hughes

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday
Born in March

Sean Ballard
Jerry Grina

Brian Jacobson
Mike Perry

Lew Southard
Bob Van Spriell

Jay Youtsey

Terminal Tactics
Rigging Techniques
That Beguile Bass

 Clip The Hooks -
Impale Worm On Slider
Head

Photo Scrapbook - Lake Roosevelt– February 15, 2012

Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2012 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen
Board of Directors

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT
Gary Grimes 623-203-7436   Lou Hirlemann 480-272-0050

SECRETARY TREASURER
Terry Tassin 623-931-1546 John Milkint 480-298-0728

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
Jack Hughes 480-510-7779

Committee / Chairmen
PROGRAMS NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Lou Hirlemann    Terry Tassin

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE Jack Hughes-Chairman ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
  Gary Grimes, Terry Tassin, Lou Hirlemann, John Milkint    Lou Hirlemann
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE - Vacant

Official Supplier of
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel

Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Glendale, Arizona.  See their ad above.

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at: http://www.midweekbassaz.com/ 6th Place
Terry


