
 Well the last tournament of the 
year is over and it was a 
challenging one. The fishing 
was hard but the weather was 
good to us again. I drove up on 
Tuesday but never got to 
prefish. I did have a super time 
with a few of the members who 
stayed the night Tuesday 
night. We had a great campfire 
and some great food including 
Brats, Venison steak and some 
Mexican soup that Gary 
Grimes made. Sorry Gary I 
forgot the name of it. We all sat 
around the fire pit and there 
was a lot of laughing and 
stories told. DJ was in great 
form and Sean was real 
entertaining - Rum does that to 

you! Really, those of you that 
missed it missed a fun time. 
 
 This may be my last 
president’s notes, unless we 
have a Bass Bites in 
December. I want to again 
thank everyone for your 
support and the trust you have 
given me the last 5 plus years. 
As you have heard from me 
over the years I think this is the 
best bunch of guys and club 
that exist anywhere. We have 
worked hard together to 
formulate our club into 
something really special and I 
know the incoming board will 
keep up the good work with 
your help. The friends I have 
made over the years are the 
most rewarding thing to me. I 
know some of the decisions I 
have made and actions I have 
taken have been hard to do but 
I have had the backing of you 
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all and it made the job a little 
easier. I just want all of you to 
not forget this club was formed 
to promote bass fishing. I know 
sometimes we get a little too 
competitive and forget the real 
reason we are a club and that is 
to fish and have fun. 
 
 I hope to see you all at the next 
general meeting in December 
and if you can possibly make it 
come out to the Holiday Open 
and help represent our club and 
also have a little fun. 
 
 If I don't see you before then, I 
hope you have a Merry 
Christmas and a safe and 
Happy New Year. 
 

Lake Bartlett 
November 16, 2011 

By Terry Tassin 
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“We Practice Catch and Release” 

EXTRA - EXTRA! 
 

2011 Tournament Season Winners! 
 

Angler of the Year - Jeff Martineau 
 

1st Place Boater of the Year  -  Daniel Elias 
2nd Place Boater of the Year  -  Jamie Shaw 

3rd Place Boater of the Year  -  Paul Cormany 
 

1st Place Nonboater of the Year  -  Ernie Arvizu 
2nd Place Nonboater of the Year  -  Mark Durben 
3rd Place Nonboater of the Year  -  Rich Lapointe 

 

Lunker of the Year - Mark Poe (8.64 lbs) Lake Apache 
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 The final club points 
tournament of this year started 
off with a bang with your 
Secretary locking his keys 
inside his truck and winding up 
being the last boat to get on 
the water. Many thanks to all of 
you wonderful guys who 
helped open my truck and get 
me back into the game. 
 
 The tournament weather was 
great and the ramp was still 
usable despite low water 
levels.  Water temps were 
around 64 degrees in most of 
the lake and the fish were 
caught from the river end to the 
main lake. 
 
 All teams but one weighed fish 
at this tournament, and all fish 
were released back into the 
lake to live and fight again 
another day. 
 
 Now lets hear from our 
winners.  

Jeff Martineau & Ron 
Malnar Pair Up and End 
the Season With a Big 

Win 
 

 The First Place team of Jeff 
Martineau & Ron Malnar 
weighed the winning creel of 
five bass weighing 10.93 lbs. 
The team also won the prize 
for the Super Pot option and 
the 1st Place Big Fish.  
 

 

 When queried after the 
tournament Jeff said, “We 
started out throwing reaction 
baits in the river end of the 
lake. After two hours we had 
only caught one keeper fish on 
a buzzbait. We then started 
pitching jigs around boulders 
and reefs and immediately 
started getting more bites but 
they were mostly small fish. 
We stuck with that pattern the 
rest of the day and slowly 
upgraded our limit as the day 
went on. 
 
 There was one good stretch 
where we had caught a couple 
of our best fish so far. After 
hitting a lot of different areas 
we decided to go back there 
for the last couple of hours. 
More fish had moved up there 
and we were able to catch the 

3.86 and a couple of other 
small upgrades. Most of the 
better bites were tight to the 
bank from 2 to 10 feet of water. 
A half ounce brown and purple 
jig with a creature bait trailer 
was the deal for us.” 
 

Cook & Howard Work 
Reaction Baits to Win 

Second Place 
 

 In Second Place the team of  
Steve Cook & Howard 
Thomas finished with 10.27 lbs 
for their five bass.  
 
 Howard Thomas, reporting for 
both he and Steve Cook said, 
"Keep moving and Grooving - 
that was our motto that took us 
within a few ounces of first 
place. For me it was a bad start 
when I caught the 1st fish of 
the day and had him come un-
buttoned right at the boat, but 
we worked through that and 
started to put fish in the boat. 
Most of our fish came from up 
close to shore on spinner baits 
or chatter baits in shad colors. 
There was one time we were 
catching fish in a ball of shad 
that Steve had found on his 
graph on our drop shot rigs. 
However, that bite did not last 
long. 
 

Next Meeting 
Next Tournament 

Our next club general meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday, 
7 December starting at 8:00 
AM, at Bill Johnson’s Big Apple 
Restaurant, 16810 N. 19th Ave 
(just south of Bell Road on 
19th Ave on the west side of 
the avenue).  We hope you will 
come early and have breakfast 
together.  
 
The next club point tournament 
will be a day event at Lake 
Bartlett on 18 January 2012. 
Club launch headquarters and 
weigh-in location will be 
announced. Tournament hours 
are Safe Light to 3 PM. 

1st Place  
Jeff Martineau & Ron Malnar (not 

shown) 

 

2nd Place  
Steve Cook & Howard Thomas 



on a dropshot rig, one on a 
crankbait (Doug's big fish), and 
two on a craw. We spent a lot 
of time fishing on just five spots 
all day. We caught three 
keepers in the first hour and 
then had to grind it out for the 
next two keepers, with the last 
one coming about 11:30 AM. 
Thanks Doug for making the 
most of our few bites!” 
 
 Doug said, “I had the pleasure 
of fishing with Paul Cormany. 
We were the first boat out so I 
knew we would be the first at 
what ever spot we wanted. 
This is the second time I fished 
with Paul. For those of you that 
have not fished with him, hold 
on when you do! The 5th cast 
we caught our big fish on a 
shad crankbait medium diver. 
We had two fish the first hour 
that weighed over 5 lbs. 
 
 Paul says, ‘You know what I 
smell Doug?’ I then said, 
‘Garlic?’ He laughed and said, 
’No silly, victory' It didn't quite 
work out that way though. We 
struggled the rest of the day to 
get 5 fish over 12 inches. We 
were throwing watermelon jigs, 
dropshotting oxblood worms, 
and throwing my favorite Little 

 Steve is a great angler and a 
great person and I always 
enjoy fishing with him. Thanks 
for a great day on the water 
Steve. Hope I get to fish with 
you again.” 
 
Cormany & Cunningham 

Fish Three Spots 
For 3rd Place 

 

 Team Paul Cormany & Doug 
Cunningham weighed five 
bass for 9.26 pounds and took 
home Third Place honors. 
Doug’s 3.38 lb bass was good 
for 2nd Place Big Bass. 
 

 

 Paul Cormany remarked, 
“Doug Cunningham was my 
partner for the Bartlett 
tournament. It was the second 
time we've had a chance to 
fish together and, just as the 
last time, we had a great 
experience. Doug was really 
on his game and boated four of 
our keepers. We used a variety 
of baits but our fish came from 
just three spots. Two fish came 

Page 3 

John crankbait (I keep six in 
my tackle box). I missed the 
last couple of tournaments; 
doing the family and work 
thing, but as always had an 
absolute blast. Hope to get to 
fish with Paul again. He was an 
absolute stud to fish with!” 
 

Bill Ruehle & Butch 
Nessline Take 4th Place 

 

 The 4th Place Team of Bill 
Ruehle & Butch Nessline  
weighed 8.96 lbs with a five 
bass limit.  
 

 

 Butch provided the following 
as input from the team. “We 
had a fun day on the water. Bill 
Ruehle is a great guy to fish 
with and I can hardly wait until I 

Membership 
As of November 18, 2011 the 
Midweek Bass Anglers of 
Arizona consists of 89 active 
members.  “There you go again, horsing them in!” 

3rd Place 
Paul Cormany &  

Doug Cunningham 

4th Place  
Bill Ruehle & Butch Nessline 



points and flats. The fish were 
pretty sluggish for us; the bite 
was soft with a few exceptions. 
I threw a Texas rigged creature 
bait and Bob threw a Texas 
rigged lizard most of the day. I 
was able to get a few on 
spoons including the ‘monster 
crappie’ I weighed in as the 
goon fish. The spoon fish were 
on the bottom and most of the 
time in about 40 foot of water. I 
was only throwing the spoon 
when I could see the fish on 
the down image. We both 
caught a good number of fish 
that would have to be 20+ so it 
made for a fun day.” 
 
Statistics for the tournament: 
42 men fished 8.5 hours each, 
bringing 89 keeper bass to the 
scales for a total weight of 
125.37 pounds with a 2.99 
pound average catch per 
fisherman. All fish were 
released back into the lake 
after weigh-in to fight again 
another day. 

 

 

5 LB. POT:  Bartlett gave up 4 
fish over 3 lbs, but no 5 
pounder, with a 3.86 lb 
largemouth weighed-in by the 
team of Martineau & Malnar 
taking 1st place "Big Fish" 
honors. Therefore, the pot of 
$230 will roll over to the 
January tournament. 
 
SUPER POT:  Jeff Martineau 
and his partner Ron Malnar 
won the tournament and the 
Super Pot worth $195. And, 
because they also had the 
tournament’s "Big Fish" they 
take home a total of $783. Jeff 
becomes the first three time 

get paired with him again. Our 
day was pretty much spent in 
the main lake fishing dropshot 
rigs with Morning Dawn worms 
as the lure. We also cranked 
for the early morning bite. The 
fish seemed to be holding on 
drop offs, ledges, and 
underwater rock piles. It was a 
fun day and I look forward to 
our next outing to Lake 
Bartlett.” 
 

Chad Schimmel & Bob 
Jolley Finish in 5th Place 

 

 The 5th Place Team of Chad 
Schimmel & Bob Jolley 
weighed 7.79 lbs with a five 
bass limit. The team also won 
the prize for biggest Goon 
Fish for their 0.51 lb Crappie.  
 

 Bob Jolley provided this input. 
“Wednesday was a great day 
for fishing and Chad and I had 
a fun time chasing the 
largemouth on Bartlett. We 
probably caught over 20 bass, 
most of them small, but we had 
a lot of action. We ‘ham and 
egged’ it all day and we culled 
several times, but we couldn’t 
break the two pound barrier 
which is what it took to finish 
higher up in the standings. 
 
 I caught the first keeper on a 
Pit Boss and then Chad got hot 
and hooked several on a 
spoon. We tried spinner baits, 
crank baits, top water, drop 
shots and spoons with most of 
our keepers coming on plastics 
in many different colors, 
shapes and sizes. A slow 
presentation seemed to work 
best. The spoon caught mostly 
small fish but it did come 
through when Chad caught the 
‘monster’ 0.51 lb. Crappie 

which was good enough to win 
the Goon Fish pot. 
 
 All of our fish were caught in 
the Yellow Cliffs area on flats 
and main lake points. We tried 
the dam area and the marina 
without a bite. We were not in 
any secret spots as several 
other boats were fishing the 
‘community’ areas where we 
caught our fish. 
 
 I really enjoyed fishing with 
Chad. He is a good boater and 
fisherman and a fun person to 
fish with. He even hiked down 
the ramp to release our fish – 
now that’s a GREAT BOATER! 
Chad is a good addition to the 
club and anyone who draws 
him in the future will learn a lot, 
have a lot of fun and a 
productive tournament. 
 

 

 I didn’t see who was fixing the 
hot dogs at the weigh-in, but 
thank you; they sure hit the 
spot after a hard day on the 
water!” 
 
 Chad added, “We fished deep 
most of the day. Our sweet 
spot was in depths of 20-40 
feet. We caught fish almost 
every stop we made and we 
primarily focused on outside 
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Option Pots 
By Jerry Askam 

 

5th Place 
Chad Schimmel & Bob Jolley 



winner as a boater this year 
and started and ended the 
season with wins at Bartlett. 
Great job on the tournament 
win guys and a special 
congrats to Jeff on a great 
season capped off by winning 
the “Angler of the Year" 
honors. 
 
GOON FISH:  Chad Schimmel 
won the pot worth $190 by 
landing a 0.51 lb Crappie on a 
spoon in 50 feet of water. This 
is the first time this year that a 
Crappie was the winning 
“Goon Fish". Congrats Chad. 
 

 

 As your new Tournament 
Director for 2012 one of my 
goals is to add more fun and 
excitement to our tournaments 
in 2012. I would like to request 
from the membership any 
ideas they have for improving 
tournaments. I would like to 
remind all members that some 
recommendations I can 
approve on my own but most 
must go to the 2012 board for 
approval. I will answer all 
recommendations submitted 
and why the recommendation 
was approved or disapproved. 
Any new ideas approved I will 
brief at the following club 
meeting and give the member 
w h o  s u b m i t t e d  t h e 
recommenda t ion  c red i t . 
Remember this is your club 
and it takes active members to 
make Midweek Bass even 
better! 
Jack 
 

Structure Terminology 
 

STRUCTURE: Anything below 

the surface of the water which 
is not a flat bottom. Any hump, 
bump, hole, stump, tree, 
rockpile, channel, etc. Basically 
anything with an edge and that 
you can define well enough to 
fish around it. 
 
DROP-OFF: A location where 
a change in depth of the water 
occurs. May be a very abrupt, 
quick drop into deeper water 
(such as a ledge), or it may be 
a gradual slope into a deeper 
area. Normally, the steeper the 
drop, the better its fish-holding 
potential. 
 
BREAKLINE: Also can be 
called a dropline, drop-off, or 
ledge. Refers to the top edge 
of the drop-off.. 
 
Healthy for the holidays 

 
Medical personnel want 
everyone to stay healthy during 
the holidays. A study by The 
National Institute of Health 
shows that most Americans 
gain two pounds between 
Thanksgiving and New Years 
Day. Large holiday meals are 
just a portion of the factors 
influencing weight gain. Stress 
associated with holiday travel, 
shopping, end of school year 
projects, home care and other 
factors can also contribute to 
weight gain. Here are five easy 
tips to keep you healthy during 
the holiday season.  
 
Drink Water - Drinking a large 
glass of water 15-20 minutes 
before having a huge holiday 
dinner will help you eat less. 
The water will also keep you 
hydrated and help you burn fat 
more efficiently. 

Eat Slowly - Chewing food 30-
40 times per mouthful allows 
the "I'm full" response from the 
brain to tell you that you're 
satisfied. It takes about 20 
minutes for the brain to let you 
know you are full. 
 
Eat - Don't skip meals before 
the "Big Meal". Skipping lunch 
to eat a big dinner can wreak 
havoc on your metabolism. 
Skipping a meal keeps your 
metabolism low and will keep 
you eating until you over eat. 
Sleepiness normally sets in 
and sleeping on a full stomach 
is sure way to gain weight. 
 
Go fishing as often as you can 
and catch plenty of bass during 
the holidays! 
 
Eat responsibly and enjoy 
your holiday season! 
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TRUISMS 
HOW FIGHTS START 

 
* I rear-ended a car this 
morning. So, there we were 
alongside the road and slowly 
the other driver got out of his 
car. You know how sometimes 
you just get soooo stressed 
and little things just seem 
funny? Yeah, well….. I couldn't 
believe it.... He was a 
DWARF!!! He stormed over to 
my car, looked up at me, and 
shouted, "I AM NOT HAPPY!!!" 
So, I looked down at him and 
said, "Well, then which one are 
you?"  
 
And then the fight started. 

Weighing-In 
By Jack Hudges, Tmx Dir Elect 
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Photo Scrapbook - Lake Bartlett- November 16, 2011 

1st Place Big Bass 
Jeff Martineau 
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Photo Scrapbook - Lake Bartlett- November 16, 2011 
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Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or 
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J 
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave, 
Glendale, Arizona.  See their ad above.  

Club Apparel 

Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2011 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen 
 

Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      VICE PRESIDENT 
  David Rice  623-537-3651     Lew Southard  602-320-9358 
SECRETARY      TREASURER 
  Terry Tassin  623-931-1546     Jerry Askam  480-473-2194 
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR   
  Clay Lippincott  623-680-8471 
Committee / Chairmen 
 

PROGRAMS      NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
  Lew Southard         Terry Tassin 
TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE     ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
  To Be Determined         Lew Southard 
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey   CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE  -  Vacant 

Official Supplier of  
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel 

Individuals wishing to purchase a club 
shirt or cap can order directly from our 
provider - M & J Trophies & Apparel, 
10802 N. 43rd Ave, Glendale, Arizona.  
See their ad above.  

Welcome to New 
Midweek Bass Anglers 

Since the Last Newsletter 
 Tom Alauria (B) 

Jim Wicklund (NB) Paul Archer (B) 

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at:   http://www.midweekbassaz.com/ 

 

  18 January Bartlett 
  15 February Roosevelt 
  21 March  Havasu 
  18 April  Alamo 
  16 May  Apache 
  20 June  Pleasant (MH) 
  18 July  Bartlett (N) 
  15 August  Saguaro (MH) 
  19 September Roosevelt 
  17 October Alamo 
  21 November Bartlett 

Midweek Bass Anglers 2012 
Tournament Schedule 

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday  
Born in December 

Bob Brewer 
Allen Clark 

Gordon Drake 
Daniel Elias 

Lionel Frailey 
Don Hegenderfer 

Jim Murphy 
Richie Rojas 

Mitch Ross 
Don Terpenning 

Ruben Torres 


