
 Well I finally got to fish a 
tournament. It felt good to get 
out on the water, especially 
with my old friend Lew 
Southard. He is a lot of fun to 
fish with and though we 
couldn't get into the big fish we 
caught our limit. I was a little 
sore the day after the 
tournament needless to say, 
but it was worth it. The 
hamburgers and brats were 
great and thanks to everyone 
who helped make it possible. 
Our next tournament is Alamo 
and as far as I know it will be 
steaks on the menu.  
 
 The weather was not bad until 
around 12:30 at Rosey but it 
was bearable. Starting out it 
was great with a small breeze. 
Congrats to everyone who won 
and finished in the money. I 
am looking forward to seeing 
some of the stories on how 
they caught fish. Sorry about 
the mix-up on the scales but it 

was a mis-communication on 
several parts, but it will not 
happen again I'm sure. Thanks 
to our people for stepping up 
and saving the day. 
 
 Remember, elections are 
coming up and so are by-law 
changes or additions if you 
have any. If you are not going 
to make the next meeting be 
sure to send your ballots for 
the election of next year’s 
officers in to Terry on time. I 
am looking forward to seeing 
you all at Alamo next month 
and the weather should be 
great - I hope! 
 
 Okay hope to see you all at 
the next meeting. 
 

Lake Roosevelt 
September 21, 2011 

By Terry Tassin 
 

 You know, there was a time 
when I could catch fish and 
occasionally win one of our 
club tournaments. Guess as 
we age we lose the touch 
when it comes to feeling the 
fish. Ahhhh to be young again! 
 
 OK enough of that. Lets hear 
from our winners - at least 
those who provided after action 
reports from the tournament. 
 
 

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★
★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

Daniel Elias & Ken Buvala 
Fish Main Lake to Win 

 

 The First Place team of Daniel 
Elias & Ken Buvala weighed 
the winning creel of five bass 
weighing 18.43 lbs. The team 
also won the prize for 1st Place 
Big Bass - 5.83 lbs, the 5 lb 
Pot  - and the Super Pot option.  
 
 Daniel gave this report on the 
team’s fishing day. “I was happy 
to be fishing our tournament up 
at Roosevelt Lake this month. 
The weather had been getting 
considerably cooler at night and 
I was looking forward to 
camping out and seeing all the 
members at our cookout. 
 
 We had perfect sleeping 

MIDWEEK BASS ANGLERS  
Of Ariziona Inc 

B a s s  B i t e s 
FISHING WEDNESDAYS - NOT WEEKENDS! 

Monthly Breakfast Meeting 
Bill Johnson’s Big Apple 
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16810 N. 19th Ave, Phoenix, AZ  

1st Wednesday of each 
month 8:00A.M. 
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weather and as usual the 
burgers and brats tasted great! 
 

 

 I was excited to fish with Ken 
Buvala. We had never drawn 
each other before and neither 
of us really knew what to 
expect. We talked and laughed 
throughout the day and ended 
up having a really good time. 
 
 Our morning meeting started a 
little late and we blasted off just 
a bit later than normal. This 
scared me because I had really 
been counting on the early 
morning bite. It had only been 
lasting for a very short time and 
as I expected we just barely 
caught the tail end of the 

action. 
 
 Ken and I started the day up in 
the river and I know he was a 
little surprised with what I put 
my boat through. As the sun 
came up over the mountains 
we relied on some reaction 
baits. I began with a 
spinnerbait and a chatterbait 
that were both tipped with a 
Berkley Havoc Devil Spear. 
We quickly caught three small 
fish before the bite completely 
shut off. 
 
 I knew that we needed to 
make a change and we 
needed to change quickly. Our 
spot in the river wasn't working 
so we packed up and left. We 
arrived at our second spot in 
much deeper water. Ken 
began throwing a spinnerbait 
and I started to flip the trees in 
about 10-12 feet of water. 
 
 We caught a number of fish 
there including two fish over 
five pounds and culled out 
some of our smaller fish. Most 
of the damage was done using 

Next Meeting 
Next Tournament 

Our next club general meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, 5 
October starting at 8:00 AM, at 
Bi l l  Johnson’s Big Apple 
Restaurant, 16810 N. 19th Ave 
(just south of Bell Road on 19th 
Ave on the west side of the 
avenue).  We hope you will come 
early and have breakfast together.  
 
The next club point tournament 
will be a day event at Lake Alamo 
on 19 October 2011. Club launch 
headquarters and weigh-in 
location will be announced. 
Tournament hours are Safe Light 
to 3 PM. 

two Berkley Havoc baits, a 
Havoc Pit Boss and a Havoc 
Craw Fatty. Both were fished 
on 7'6" rods with 20 lb Berkley 
Trilene 100% fluorocarbon 
line. 
 
 Honestly that line made a 
huge difference for me. Both 
of our big fish and a number of 
others were way down in 
some big trees and I wrestled 
every single one of those fish 
out of the trees without ever 
breaking off. 
 

 

 Once our second spot dried 
up Ken and I headed over to 
an area near Windy Hill. We 
fished a couple different 
finesse baits but it was the 
shaky head worm that seemed 
to work the best. 
 
 Ken and I were rewarded for 
our efforts with a limit of fish 
weighing 18.43 lbs including a 
5.83 lb big fish. 
 
 I honestly had a great time 
fishing with Ken. We were just 
out relaxing and having fun 
fishing. Heck, we even had the 
stereo on the boat playing and 
Ken was bobbing his head and 
tapping his foot. It was a sight 
to be seen, and I hope I get to 
see it again sometime.” 
 
 Ken Buvala added to Daniel’s 
report, “Daniel Elias-"He-da-

HEADS UP NOTICE!! 

Changes to Club Bylaws & 
Tournament Rules 

for 2012 
 All proposed changes will 
be announced at the 5 
October meeting and voted 
on at the November meeting. 
All approved changes will 
become effective on January 
1, 2012.  A copy of the 
approved revised bylaws & 
tournament rules will be 
provided to all members by 
January 1st. 



weighed. Thank God for the 
luck of the draw!! Some times 
guys get upset if they don't 
catch fish and their partner 
does, but I tell you honestly, 
that it did not matter 
considering what I learned 
f r om  Dan ie l  and  t he 
opportunity to get to know and 
understand him better. I'll be 
his wingman anytime! 
 
 Lastly, I really enjoyed the 
cook out, the conversations 
with some of the guys and the 
fine job Gary always does and 
to Jack for his contribution and 
to Steve Baker for towing the 
trailer.” 
 
Shaw & Brewer End Day 

in Second Place 
 

 In Second Place the team of  
Jamie Shaw & Bob Brewer 
finished with 12.25 lbs for their 
five bass. Jamie also won the 
Goon Fish pot when he 
brought a 6.79 Catfish to the 

man"!!! Every time I fish a 
tournament I learn something 
new or different and this trip to 
Roosevelt was the same and 
that is the very essence of why 
I joined this club. 
 
 Daniel was very enjoyable to 
fish with for a number of 
reasons, some of which are 
that he showed me baits, 
hooks, and set ups that I never 
knew before. He tried to show 
me how to use them and was 
patient when I got snagged 
over and over again in the 
trees. It was a pleasure to 
watch him work his magic and 
catch the fish that he did. 
 
  I have developed into a very 
good net man and I told Daniel 
that I could eat a sandwich in 
one hand and net the fish in 
another. Well it didn't take long 
to prove my point, when at half 
way through my sub-sandwich, 
he hooked another fish. The 
guy was on fire! 
 
 We fished places that I have 
never been to before and I was 
very impressed with his 
handling of the boat. What I 
thought was funny at the weigh 
in, and even more so because 
we were the last to do so, was 
the fact that everyone 
assumed that Daniel caught all 
the fish and they were 
practically jumping in the bag 
to see what "we" (ha) had 
caught. I want it to be known 
that I did catch ‘A’ fish, but it 
was not one of the ones we 
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scales. 
 

 

Dwayne Steel & John 
Milkint Fish Deep  

For 3rd Place 
 

 Team Dwayne Steel & John 
Milkint weighed five bass for 
10.72 pounds and took home 
Third Place honors. Dwayne 
weighs 3.50 lb bass for 2nd 
Place Big Bass pot. 
 
 John provided this input for the 
team. “First of all, I want to 
thank my boater, Dwayne Steel 
for a great day on the water. 
Not only was it enjoyable but 
we caught fish! It was a 

Membership 
As of September 23, 2011 the 
Midweek Bass Anglers of 
Arizona consists of 83 active 
members.  

“You oughta’ see the nice size live crawdads  
I have in the live bait well.” 



Statistics for the tournament: 
35 men fished 9 hours each, 
bringing 69 keeper bass to the 
scales for a total weight of 
128.40 pounds with a 3.67 
pound average per fisherman. 
All but one fish were released 
back into the lake after weigh-
in to fight again another day. 
 
 

5 lb Pot.  Daniel Elias ended 
the club's three month 5 lb 
drought by landing a 5.83 lb 
largemouth to take home the 
pot of $825. Daniel becomes 
the fourth 5 lb pot winner this 
year along with Jamie Shaw, 
Neil Burns, and Mark Poe. 
Mark's 8.64 lb largemouth 
taken at Apache in May is still 
atop the "Lunker of the Year" 
leader board. 
 
 We will be starting a new pot 
at Alamo in October and you 
must be in the pot when it 
starts. There are no "backpays" 
and to remain active you must 
continue to pay into the pot 
even if you aren't fishing a 
tournament. Good luck to 
everyone at Alamo. 
 
Goon Fish Pot:  Jamie Shaw 
won the pot worth $145 with a 
6.79 lb catfish flipping in the 
Salt end at Roosevelt. This is 

struggle for us the first four 
hours. I believe we had two 
fish in the livewell. I told 
Dwayne at that average we 
would have 4 1/2 fish to weigh 
in at 3 PM. Perhaps that math 
motivated both of us, or it could 
have been the change in 
locations. 
 
 We began to fill the livewell 
with dropshot bass; no secret 
about the color of the Robo 
Worm Morning Dawn. Not only 
did we fill the livewell but 
began culling. Needless to say, 
our catch per hour took a jump 
upward. It was great fun 
because both of us were 
catching fish. 
 
 

 A final move was made about 
an hour and a half before 
weigh in. On that move, 
Dwayne switched to a Carolina 
Rig and the quality in the 
livewell began to improve 
dramatically. All of the larger 
bass came from 40 feet of 
water on a shad colored plastic 
worm. The second place big 
Bass came on this last move. 
A Carolina rig with a shad 
colored worm at the 40 foot 
depth by Dwayne nailed the 
2nd place Bass. I must say that 
as non-boater the netting 
process was a thing of beauty. 
 
 The bass from that depth 

required fizzing to keep them 
alive and Dwayne was an 
expert at that medical 
application. With all that activity 
I really didn't have time to 
concentrate on the hot 
weather. It was a good 
tournament for us and a big 
congratulation to the team of 
Daniel and Ken for their 
magnificent catch under a very 
difficult bite!” 
 
Jeff Martineau & Butch 
Nessline Take 4th Place 

 

The 4th Place Team of Jeff 
Martineau & Butch Nessline 
weighed 10.66 lbs with a five 
bass limit caught mainly in the 
Salt River end of the lake in 
heavy trees.  
 
 Jeff said, “Butch and I started 
in the Salt river in a heavily 
wooded area. We were able to 
catch a limit out of there within 
a couple of hours with the 
biggest one being a little over 
three pounds. We then left the 
river with hopes of getting 
some bigger bites on the main 
lake throwing frogs. We got 
alot of strikes, but only 
managed two upgrades to our 
limit. My better judgment said 
to stay in the river because 
from one hour to the next new 
waves of bass can move right 
into you. Just about every 
tournament gets won up there. 
It’s just hard to wait it out 
sometimes when you know you 
can get some really fun action 
and hard strikes throwing 
topwater elsewhere. Next time 
I think I will chain myself to a 
tree in the Salt and just stick it 
out!” 
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Option Pots 
By Jerry Askam 



the fourth time this year that a 
catfish has won the pot. This is 
the second largest "goon fish" 
of the year with a 22.30 lb Carp 
caught at Apache in May by 
Bob Jolley being the only 
larger fish. Congrats Jamie. 
 
Super Pot:  Daniel Elias and 
Ken Buvala weighed in an 
outstanding bag of 18.43 lbs to 
easily win the tournament and 
the Super Pot worth $160. 
Combined with the tournament 
win, 1st big fish, and 5 lb pot 
they take home a total of 
$1461. This is the second 
largest overall payout of the 
year. It is superseded only by 
that of Jamie Shaw and Mark 
Durben at Havasu worth $3107 
anchored by the club record 5 
lb pot payout of $2780. Daniel 
becomes the second two time 
winner this year along with Jeff 
Martineau. I guess that's why 
they are 1 and 2 in the overall 
standings and waging an 
exciting battle for "Angler of the 
year". Congrats Daniel and 
Ken for a great tournament! 
 

 
ICAST 2011 

 
 Last month I gave you some 
details about the new Abu 
Garcia Revo MGX (which 
received the Best In Show 
Award for the freshwater reels 
category) and also the new 
Abu Garcia Villain rods that I 
saw at ICAST. 
 
 This month I want to go over 
some of the other products that 
stood out while I walked the 
ICAST showcase floor in Las 

Vegas, NV. 
 
 Every year at ICAST there are 
several "Best of Show" awards 
g i ven  ou t  t o  va r i ous 
manufacturers. Manufacturers 
enter their new items in the 
New Product Showcase where 
they are divided into various 
categories for voting. If 
manufacturers receive the 
most votes in their respective 
category they receive an award 
called a "Best of Show Award" 
in that category. There is also 
an "Overall Best of Show 
Award" given out to the single 
best new item of any category. 
 
 Attendees vote for their 
favorite new products and the 
winners are announced on day 
two of the show. 
 
 Here's a recap of some of the 
winners and my choices for 
honorable mention: 
 
 Best new Freshwater Rod: G 
Loomis GL2. This rod has 
been completely redesigned. 
They are now technique 
specific, and are made with 
split grips. 
 
 Honorable Mention: Abu 
Garcia Villain Rods, Airrus 
Nano Fusion Rods. 
 
 Best New Freshwater Reel: 
Abu Garcia Revo MGX Bait 
casting Reel. The MGX weighs 
only 5.4 ounces, has an 
infinitely variable centrifugal 
braking system, 11 corrosion 
resistant ball bearings, and a 
carbon matrix drag. 
 
 Honorable Mention:  Diawa T3 
& T3 Ballistic Bait casting reels. 
 Best New Terminal Tackle:  

VMC Spinshot. The VMC 
Spinshot is a hook designed 
for drop-shotting that can spin 
around 360 degrees. It has line 
ties at both ends and 
significantly helps eliminate 
line twist. 
 
 H o n o r a b l e  M e n t i o n s : 
Gamakatsu Swivel Shot (same 
idea as spinshot), Lazer Trokar 
Treble Hooks. 
 
 Best New Hard Lure: Sebile 
D&S Crankbait. This new 
crankbait is almost completely 
snag proof. Instead of using 
treble hooks the Sebile D&S 
crankbait utilizes a single EWG 
style worm hook that pivots up 
and down from the belly of the 
lure. The hook point is tucked 
down behind the tail of the lure 
during the retrieve. When a fish 
strikes the hook point pivots up 
for solid hookups. 
 
 Honorable Mentions: Evolve 
Species Frog, SPRO Big 
D a d d y  s i l e n t  r u n n i n g 
crankbaits, Ima Beast Hunter 
crankbaits, Strike King KVD 
1.0 crankbait. 
 
 Best New Soft Lure: Koppers 
Live Target Field Mouse.  The 
design is very similar to the 
Koppers Live Target hollow 
bodied frogs but it’s a mouse. 
Features a single tail, and 
rubber strands that mimic feet. 
 
 Honorable Mentions: Damiki 
Hydra Evolution, Berkley 
Havoc line of soft plastics, 
Evolve Pond Doctor soft frog. 
 
 Best New Fishing Line & 
Overall Best in Show Winner: 
Berkley Nanofil.  This new line 
is designed specifically for 
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Bits & Pieces 
By Daniel Elias 



spinning reels. It is made using 
gel-spun polyethylene, and 
Dyneema nanofilaments. It’s 
very strong like braided line but 
handles like super smooth 
monofilament. 
 
 Honorable Mentions: Berkley 
Trilene XL Armor Coated 
monofilament, Sunline FX2 
braid. 
 
 There were definitely some 
pretty amazing products 
introduced at ICAST this year. 
If you're like me you'll just have 
to get your hands on all these 
new items as soon as possible. 
Most of these new products 
have yet to hit store shelves 
but Fisherman's Choice should 
have the majority of them in 
stock before the end of the 
year. 
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TRUISMS 
HOW FIGHTS START 

 Saturday morning I got up 
early, quietly dressed, made 
my lunch, and slipped quietly 
into the garage. I hooked the 
boat to the van, and proceeded 
to back out into a torrential 
downpour. The wind was 
blowing 50 mph, so I pulled 
back into the garage, turned on 
the radio, and discovered that 
the weather would be bad all 
day. I went back into the 
house, quietly undressed, and 
slipped back into bed. I 
cuddled up to my wife's back, 
now w i t h  a  d i f f e ren t 
anticipation, and whispered, 
"The weather out there is 
terrible." 
 My loving wife of 5 years 
replied, "And, can you believe 
my stupid husband is out 
fishing in that?" 
 And that's how the fight 
started... 

This Month in History 
September 

1542 Cabrillo discovers San 
Diego Bay. On this day in 
1542, the Spanish explorer 
Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo dis-
covers San Diego Bay while 
searching for the Strait of 
Anian, a mythical all-water 
route across North America. 
 
1850 California becomes the 
31st state in record time.  
Though it had only been a part 
of the United States for less 
than two years, California be-
comes the 31st state in the un-
ion (without ever even having 
been a territory) on this day in 
1850. 
 
1939 Britain and France de-
clare war on Germany. On 
this day in 1939, in response to 
Hitler's invasion of Poland, Brit-
ain and France, both allies of 
the overrun nation declare war 
on Germany. 
 
1942 Japanese bomb U.S. 
mainland. On this day in 1942, 
a Japanese floatplane drops 
incendiary bombs on an Ore-
gon state forest-the first and 
only attack on the U.S. 
mainland in the war.  
 

1943 Italian surrender is an-
nounced. On this day in 1943, 
Gen. Dwight Eisenhower pub-
licly announces the surrender 
of Italy to the Allies. Germany 
reacted with Operation Axis, 
the Allies with Operation Ava-
lanche.  
 

1945 September 2 - JAPAN 
SURRENDERS. Aboard the 
USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, 
Japan formally surrenders to 
the Allies, bringing an end to 
World War II.  

Terminal Tactics - 
Rigging Techniques That 

Beguile Bass 
 Cast A Carolina Rig - For 
areas that have current - and 
areas with no current - the 
Carolina rig; allows a worm to 
float off the bottom.  This rig is 
exceptionally effective in still 
waters.  To rig Carolina-style, 
thread a 1-ounce slip sinker to 
your fishing line then tie on a 
barrel swivel.  Add an 18 to 36 
inch monofilament leader to the 
swivel and tie the worm hook to 
the leader. Rig weedless or 
with hook exposed. Some 
anglers like to put a glass bead 
between the sinker and the 
swivel. 
 

 Add A Drop Line - Bass are 
often reluctant to hit a sizable 
plug if they are feeding on 
small shad. So when you spot 
schooling shad on the surface 
tie a white jig to a 12 inch 
dropline and attach it to the 
rear hook of a topwater plug. A 
small, white jig comes close to 
imitating a small shad. 
Sometimes, you’ll catch fish on 
the plug; other times, you’ll 
hook them on the jig.  
Occasional ly ,  you’ l l  be 
rewarded with a double. 
 

 Peg A Slip Sinker - For 
improved feel, peg the slip 
sinker on your worm rig with a 
round toothpick. When fishing 
in tight cover, peg the sinker 
tight against the worm. To allow 
the lure to float up off the 
bottom, peg the sinker 6 inches 
up the line, providing slack for 
the worm. To rig, slide the 
worm head over the hook eye; 
insert the toothpick through the 
head of the worm and the hook 
eye. Trim toothpick flush with 
both sides. 
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Photo Scrapbook - Lake Rosevelt - September 21, 2011 



Best Wishes and Happy Birthday  
Born in October 

Ernie Arvizu 
Steve Baker 

Mark Durben 
Clay Lippincott 

Mark Poe 
Mike Strole 

Brad Woodburn 
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Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or 
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J 
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave, 
Glendale, Arizona.  See their ad above.  

Club Apparel 

Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2011 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen 
 

Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      VICE PRESIDENT 
  David Rice  623-537-3651     Lew Southard  602-320-9358 
SECRETARY      TREASURER 
  Terry Tassin  623-931-1546     Jerry Askam  480-473-2194 
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR   
  Clay Lippincott  623-680-8471 
Committee / Chairmen 
 

PROGRAMS      NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
  Lew Southard         Terry Tassin 
TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE     ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
  To Be Determined         Lew Southard 
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey   CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE  -  Vacant 

Official Supplier of  
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel 

Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or cap 
can order directly from our provider - M & J 
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave, 
Glendale, Arizona.  See their ad above.  

Welcome to New 
Midweek Bass Anglers 

Since the Last Newsletter 
 

 (NB) 

 
  19 January Bartlett 
  23 February Roosevelt 
  16 March  Havasu 
  20 April  Alamo 
  18 May  Apache 
  15 June  Pleasant (MH) 
  20 July  Bartlett (N) 
  17 August  Saguaro (MH) 
  21 September Roosevelt 
  19 October Alamo 
  16 November Bartlett 

Midweek Bass Anglers 2011 
Tournament Schedule 

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at:   http://www.midweekbassaz.com/ 

Tackle Box Sales! 
 

Here is a spot in our newsletter for those 
members who have "fishing related items" that 
they would like to sell, trade, or give away.  
 

Seller   Item            Price 
Terry Tassin  (1) Pflueger Echelon  
       Bait casting reel     $30 
       Used once. 
 

Something to sell? Contact the Editor 


