MIDWEEK BASS ANGLERS

★
★ ★

Of Ariziona Inc

Bass

★ ★
★ ★

Bites

★
★ ★

★ ★

★ ★★ ★

★
★ ★

★
★ ★
★ ★
★ ★ ★★ ★
★ ★
★
★
★
★ ★ ★★ ★ ★
★
★ ★ ★ ★
★
★ ★

★

★

FISHING WEDNESDAYS - NOT WEEKENDS!
DECEMBER 9 2011
President’s
Perspective
By Dave Rice

ESTABLISHED JANUARY 27, 2005

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Well here it is after a long run as president of
the club, my last president's notes for the bass
bites. This year seems like it was only a couple
of months long. Looking back it was a good one
for the club. We got a lot accomplished with the
hard work of everyone who helped. Our
tournaments were fun and the cookouts are
becoming a thing to remember, each and every
one.
I have been proud to serve as your president
and represent you over the years. I hope I have
accomplished what you expected of me and
done it in a fair and professional manner. Being
president of an organization such as ours is not
a hard task but one that takes a quite a bit of
time to stay on top of things, at which I feel Gary
will do a great job. I would like to see everyone
back him 100% and give him the same support
you gave me. As president I have probably
offended a few, but it was not purposely done
nor directed at anyone person. The decisions I
have made have all been with the club and its
members in mind. I am looking forward to
having breakfast and shooting the bull with
everyone at the meetings from now on. I will be
in the shadows when and if Gary needs some
EXTRA - EXTRA!
2011 Tournament Season Winners!
Angler of the Year - Jeff Martineau
1st Place Boater of the Year - Daniel Elias
2nd Place Boater of the Year - Jamie Shaw
3rd Place Boater of the Year - Paul Cormany
1st Place Nonboater of the Year - Ernie Arvizu
2nd Place Nonboater of the Year - Mark Durben
3rd Place Nonboater of the Year - Rich Lapointe

advice but I am very confident he will do a bang
up job.
I and my family do wish each and everyone a
very Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy
New Year.
Hope to see you all at the next meeting and
also at the awards banquet.

Dave Rice
From President Elect
Gary Grimes

It is truly an honor for me to have been elected
as president of Midweek Bass Anglers. It is also
my good fortune and pleasure, because I really
enjoy the time I get to spend at the lake with our
group. My sincerest thanks go to Dave Rice, for
his dedication to Midweek. His steadfast
commitment has provided rock solid leadership
for these past six years, which has left the club
in a great position to move forward.
As I anticipate the coming year my first goal is
to insure that the standard operations of the
club continue with the same smoothness and
efficiency as they have the past year. I do have
a desire to see more educational opportunities
and guest speakers so we can all continue to
improve
as
fisherman.
I
love
the
campouts/barbeques, it’s great just spending
time with the group after a day on the water,
whether it’s enjoying a cold beer with a friend,
playing some “poker after dark”, or just sitting

Lunker of the Year - Mark Poe (8.64 lbs) Lake Apache
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EDITOR: TERRY TASSIN
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REMINDER!

Continued on page 3
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One more encouragement for you to renew your membership in the Midweek Bass Anglers
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Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona
Hall of Fame Class of 2011

Angler of the Year
Jeff Martineau

Daniel Elias
1st Place
Boater of the Year

Ernie Arvizu
1st Place
Non Boater of the Year

Mark Durben

Jamie Shaw

2nd Place
Non-Boater of the Year

2nd Place
Boater of the Year

Paul Cormany
3rd Place
Boater of the Year

Mark Poe
Lunker of the Year
8.64 pound Bass
Lake Apache - May 2011

Rich Lapointe
3rd Place
Non-Boater of the Year
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around a makeshift campfire on a Tuesday
night listening to DJ’s anecdotes on life’s
experiences. Life is too short not to have a good
time fishing.
I know we all love to fish otherwise we wouldn’t
be in the club. If we keep the fishing first and
foremost, have short memories regarding
wrongs done, and treat each other with
courtesy and good sportsmanship, I am certain
that 2012 will be another great year on the
water.
I am really looking forward to this coming year
and trying to think of ways to make our
tournaments even more fun than they currently
are. What I really need is inputs from our
members.

Weighing-In
By Jack Hudges, Tmx Dir Elect

Marina Fishing: There are a few things
the membership is going to have to decide for
2012. One of the key issues in 2012 is fishing in
marina's that are not legally off limits if the rules
are not changed by the government. An
example is Bartlett; while the law allows us
currently to fish in the marina the operators of
the marina and
some
bo a t
Next Meeting
owners do not
Next Tournament
want
fishing
within
the
Our next club general meeting marina. I must
is scheduled for Wednesday, emphasize the
4 January starting at 8:00 AM, operator
has
at Bill Johnson’s Big Apple no legal right to
Restaurant, 16810 N. 19th Ave keep us out but
(just south of Bell Road on he can make it
19th Ave on the west side of a real problem
the avenue). We hope you will f o r
t h e
come early and have breakfast f i s h e r m a n .
together.
During our last
tournament a
The next club point tournament member
was
will be a day event at Lake fishing
there
Bartlett on 18 January 2012. and knew he
Club launch headquarters and had the right.
weigh-in location will be However, when
announced. Tournament hours he refused to
are Safe Light to 3 PM.
leave
the

marina operator called the sheriff and the
member lost valuable fishing time answering
the sheriff’s questions. The sheriff
acknowledged he had a right to fish but asked
our member if he would fish somewhere else as
a favor to him due to the hostile attitude of the
marina operator. Our member went along with
the sheriff's wishes. What we have to decide is
even though we have the legal right currently, is
it worth the hassle every time and the building
of a lack of good will with the community. Tonto
National Park is taking a stand that people
fishing have a right to fish in the marina and has
scheduled a joint meeting with SRP, the marina
operator, AZ Fish and Game and themselves to
settle the issue. I would like to know how the
members feel about this.
Havasu Tournament: Our tournament at
Havasu is just around the corner and we need
inputs on how many members will be needing
rooms at the hotel so we can block rooms and
negotiate a good price. If you could let us know
by December 20 it sure would help.
Fishing Rules: I recently became aware most
of our members were not aware the rules we
fish under in Tonto National Park lakes are
decided in California. While on the surface this
does not appear to be a problem, this year
California environmentalists made a serious try
to ban all lead sinkers, lures, etc. when fishing.
They tried to get around the federal law
protecting us by asking for a five year test
program for certain lakes with the lakes in Tonto
NP to be part of that test. While they did not get
their way this year they were able to hold up
release of the rules and the issuing of permits
for 2012 about a month. Remember these
people are not going away and you want to
always protect your right to fish.
Board Decision: At the last board meeting it
was emphasized we will continue to fish under
the federal, state and club rules and bylaws with
very few exceptions. It is impossible to write
rules that cover every circumstance and if you
have a question about any of mine or the
boards’ decisions please contact me or one of
the board members for the true answer on why
the decision was made. Don't start rumors that
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may not be true.
Ramp Safety: During the last three tournaments
we have had an incident during launching boats
with anglers not familiar with each other. Coanglers, please, take the time with your vehicle
owner to make sure you understand his vehicle;
if not, say so and other members will help you.
All members should remember to turn off the
vehicle head lights once you have reached the
launch area but do leave the running lights on if
possible.
Help Your Club: A reminder that this is your club
and needs your participation beyond just showing
up to fish once a month, to make it even better
than it is currently.
2012 Permits: Finally, all permits for 2012 have
been granted by the various government
agencies.
Hoping for you and yours a Happy Holidays!

Money Matters
By John Milkint
Treasurer Elect

Thanks to everyone that voted for me to carry on
the great work that Jerry Askam has done for the
last several years as the club Treasurer. I know
everyone appreciates the professional job Jerry
has done for the club and I hope to carry on
where Jerry left off.
I've had the pleasure of setting in on the last
couple of board meetings with the outgoing
officers of the club and have an even greater
appreciation of all the work that goes into making
Midweek Bass a premier Bass club. Having
served as Secretary/Treasurer of the Harris
Chain Bassmasters in Florida before moving to
Arizona 5 years ago I have come to marvel at the
professionalism this club has in its overall
organization.

Membership
As of December 9, 2011 the Midweek Bass
Anglers of Arizona consists of 90 active members.

Merry Christmas to the members and their
families and may the New Year bring everyone
larger weights of Bass.

Option Pots
By Jerry Askam

This will be my last "Option Pots" column as I
turn over the reins to the capable hands of John
Milkint next month. I would like to thank the
membership for your trust in me to handle our
club finances over the past 3 years. It has been
an honor and I have thoroughly enjoyed the
position. It has also given me the opportunity to
get to know most of the members better. I can
truly say we have a great group of guys in the
club. I believe this is the best Bass fishing club
in the State and one of the best in the nation
based on the comments of Hank Parker and the
representatives of Minn-Kota and Humminbird
when they visited our club several years ago.
The long term leadership and direction set by
outgoing President Dave Rice and Secretary
Terry Tassin should be given much credit for
the growth and development of the club. In my 3
years as a member of the Board of Directors I
have also had the opportunity to work with 2
excellent Tournament Directors in Lew
Southard and Clay Lippincott. I believe we have
elected a great group of officers and members
of the Board of Directors in new President Gary
Grimes, Lou Hirlemann, John Milkint, and new
Tournament Director Jack Hughes. We will of
course still have
Terry
Tassin’s
steady hand to
help guide them in
their
new
positions. I'm sure
their
leadership
will continue to
move us forward
as the best bass
fishing club in
Arizona. With that
being said let's
take a look back
and review the
"Option Pots" in
2011.
“Merry Christmas Fishes!”
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Goon Fish Pot: This pot proved exciting in
2011 with Bob Jolley landing the largest fish of
any kind in club history with a 22.30 lb Carp at
Apache in May. For the first time in club history
we had a tie in August at Saguaro between
Daniel Elias with a Bluegill and Lew Southard a
Yellow Bass weighing a whopping .26 lbs which
was the smallest winning Goon Fish of the year.
Daniel Elias was the only two time winner. A
Catfish was the most common winner - 4 times.
The pot paid out a total of $2030 this year.
Following are the Goon Fish winners in 2011:
January - Bartlett - Bluegill - .40 lbs - Mitch
Ross.
February - Roosevelt - no winner - Draw for pot.
March - Havasu - Redear Sunfish - 1.46 lbs Jim Schultz.
April - Alamo - Catfish - 3.39 lbs - DJ Martin.
May - Apache - Carp - 22.30 lbs - Bob Jolley.
June - Pleasant - Catfish - 2.59 lbs - Larry
White.
July - Bartlett - Catfish - 5.36 lbs - Daniel Elias.
August - Saguaro - Yellow Bass - .26 lbs Bluegill .26 lbs.- Tie Daniel Elias and Lew
Southard.
September - Roosevelt - Catfish - 6.79 lbs Jamie Shaw.
October - Alamo - Bluegill - Richie Rojas.
November - Bartlett - Crappie - .51 lbs - Chad
Schimmel.
Super Pot: The pot paid out $2115 in 2011. It
was highlighted with the win by Daniel Elias and
Ernie Arvizu at Havasu in March when they
weighed the heaviest bag in club history at
22.05 lbs. Jeff Martineau and Ernie Arvizu were
both on the winning team 3 team times and
Daniel Elias and Neil Burns twice. Following are
the Super pot winners in 2011:
January - Bartlett - Martineau/Brewer - 7.85 lbs
February - Roosevelt - Martin/Nelson - 16.45
lbs
March - Havasu - Elias/Arvizu - 22.05 lbs
April - Alamo - Burns/Schultz - 13.00 lbs
May - Apache - Poe/Nessline - 18.32 lbs
June - Pleasant - Shaw/Reichard - 10.24 lbs
July - Bartlett - Woodburn/Baker - 9.36 lbs
August - Saguaro - Martineau/Arvizu - 15.95 lbs
September- Roosevelt- Elias/Buvala - 18.43 lbs

October - Alamo - Burns/Arvizu - 11.00 lbs
November - Bartlett - Martineau/Malner - 10.93
lbs
5 lb Pot: Jamie Shaw won the largest pot in club
history totaling $2780 with the winning 5.42 lb
bass at Havasu in March. Rick Brown had the
largest previous pay-out of $1980 at Roosevelt
in May of 2009. Mark Poe won the pot at
Apache in May with the largest bass weighed in
club history at 8.64 lbs. There were 5 different
winners with total pay-outs of $4345. Alamo
produced a winning 5 pounder at both
tournaments this year. Following are the 5 lb Pot
winners in 2011:
March- Havasu - 5.42 lbs - $2,780 - Jamie Shaw
April - Alamo - 5.17 lbs - $260 - Neil Burns
May - Apache - 8.64 lbs - $240 - Mark Poe
Sept - Roosevelt - 5.83 lbs - $825 - Daniel Elias
Oct - Alamo - 5.10 lbs - $240 - Steve Harbaugh

Seasons Greetings From Members
Ken Buvala: I am going to take this opportunity
to express my opinion of the leadership of this
bass club. This is the only bass club I have ever
belonged to, so I do not have anyway to gage
this leadership versus any other club, but I don't
need to. I attended a couple of meetings before
joining the club and the reason I joinned was
because of my impression of how the meeting
was run by Dave Rice with the support of Lew
Southard, Terry Tassin and Jerry Askam. I
figured that if the meetings were so organized
and controlled, that the tournaments would be
just as good and that has turned out to be true.
So thank you to these men and the efforts that
they put forth to make this club as good as it is
now.
A side note on a personal level is that I went
fishing last week and caught my 3000th bass in
three years. I started counting in 2009 and in
2010 made a goal of catching 1000 bass in a
year, which I did by catching 1,356 bass. Then
this year I set a goal of catching 3000 bass in
three years. When you are retired, you have to
set some goals, other than getting up each
morning. I suspect that a lot of the boaters I
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fished with in the past 2 years with the club
would have hoped that I did better when fishing
with them. I promise to try and do better in
2012. Clay Lippincott did everything he could to
help me catch number 3000 at the Bartlett
tournament last month, but I just could not
make it and had 2,999 when it was over. I think
I read somewhere that some guy caught 25,000
bass in 10 years, so I have a long way to go.
Rich Lapointe: I am proud that I have won an
award in the very first year as a member of
Midweek Bass, and for the help that I received
from the members I fished with. I also want to
say that I have not met a better bunch of guys. I
hope to fish with each of you in the future. I
want to wish every member and their families a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Editor's Log
By Terry Tassin

Just a reminder that the board of directors
authorized a recognition to honor a Club
Member of the Year for 2011. This award
recognizes a single club member who - in
the opinion of the club members - has
contributed the most to the club this year.
No further selection guidance will be
provided and the award goes to the
individual receiving the most votes made to
the Secretary by email or telephone poll
prior to the 4 January general meeting or
by written ballot at the meeting - one vote
per member please. A volunteer club
member and the Secretary will, at the
meeting, tabulate the votes and the final
results provided to the President for his
action. The honoree will be announced at
the awards dinner. All absentee votes must
reach the Secretary no later than January
2, 2012.

Fran and I wish you all a
Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

Bass Fishing the Night
Before Christmas
By Terry Tassin

"Twas the night before Christmas and all over the
lake
Not a creature was stirring, expect for me - I was
awake;
The livewell was humming and prepared with great
care,
In hopes that a Hawg Bass soon would be there;
The bass were nestled along a deep rocky bed,
While hundreds of shad danced above their heads;
With my lure in the water, and a tug of my cap,
I settled back waiting for that winter bass tap,
When all of a sudden I felt such a tug,
I sprang from the chair kicking over my mug.
Away to the front deck I flew like a flash,
Kicked on the trolling motor and set the hook with a
smash.
The moon on the breast of the water aglow;
Gave the luster of mid-day to the objects below.
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a 20 pound Hawg spitting out eight tiny red-ear.
With a jump here and there, so lively and quick,
I just hoped my line didn't have a nick.
More rapid than feeding stripers her jumps came,
And I whistled, and shouted, and called her by name;
"Oh, HAWG! Oh, SOW! Oh, BABY and BIGG'N!
Come On GIRL! Come On BABE! Come on and
give me a KISS'N!
To the top of the water! To the top of the rock!
Come In! Come In! Baby don't Get OFF!"
As dry leaves before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, she mounts to the
sky,
She courses to the top and out of the water she flies,
Flipping and flopping, as she drives high into the
sky.
And then, in a twinkling, she landed on the deck,
As I was frantically pawing as I searched for my net.
I threw open the livewell, and as I turned around,
Down the livewell she went with a resounding
bound.
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When I turned a man dressed all in khaki,
Who to tell you the truth looked slightly tacky;
A net full of gear he'd slung over one shoulder,
He reminded me of me only much older".

Photo Scrapbook - Lake Merry Christmas
December 25, 2011

His eyes -- how they twinkled! His dimples how
merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose slightly hairy.
His wry little mouth was drawn up in a grin,
And a bushy gray beard jutted out from his chin.
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,
And the smoke encircled his head like a wreath;
He had a broad face and a little round belly,
That shook just like mine, like a bowl full of jelly.
The odd little hat that was perched on his head,
Was stuck full of lures that were yellow and red.
The cheerful old guy with hip waders and gear,
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to fear.
He spoke not a word, but I knew what this meant,
I had just received a gift, from Old St. Nick.
Then he turned with a jerk, and laying his finger
aside of his nose,
Giving a nod, up into the sky he rose;

LAKE HAVASU

Waiting for Santa!

He sailed to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew with the speed of a missile.
But I heard him exclaim, as he flew out of sight,
"Merry Christmas to All,
and Tight Lines Tonight!”

Is it soup yet?

Cookies! We got no Cookies.

Page 8

Photo Scrapbook - Lake Happy New Year- January 1, 2012

And on the last day of 2011 Your Editor Rests and Wishes
You a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Flipping will do the job every time!
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6th Annual Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona
Recognition Dinner

What:

Who:
When:
Where:

Members of Midweek Bass Anglers and their Guests
Wednesday, January 11, 2012; Social Hour at 6:30PM with dinner at 7:00PM.

Iron Works Restaurant at Bellair Golf Course
17233 N. 45th Ave
Glendale, AZ 85308 (One block north of Bell Road)
Phone: 602-843-0909

Cost:

$35.00 per non member - club members $5. (Club pays tax and gratiuty)

Menu:

Appetizer Veggie Tray at 6:30 PM during social period

*

MENU ENTREES
* Prime Rib with Baked Potato, Vegetable *
* Boneless Lemon Chicken Breast Chicken Breast with Rice Pilaf, Vegetable *
* French Cut Pork Chop with Potatoes Au Gratin, Vegetable *
Above Entrees Include Relish Tray, Soup, Tossed Garden Salad,
Rolls & Butter, Coffee & Iced Tea Service and Dessert
Cash Bar for Alcoholic Beverages
*ADVANCE FOOD ORDERS ARE REQUIRED - MARK MEAL DESIRED ON RESERVATION
SLIP*
- - ADVANCE RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED - Cut on dotted line and return Reservation Slip with Payment

No Later Than January 4, 2012

-----------------------------------------------------6th ANNUAL MIDWEEK BASS ANGLERS RECOGNITION DINNER RESERVATION
Please reserve _______ meals for:
Meal Desired (select one: Prime Rib, Chicken, Pork)
Name
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is my check for $__________ ($35.00 each for non-members - members $5)
made out to Midweek Bass Anglers.
Mail to:

Midweek Bass Anglers
C/O Terry Tassin
4333 W. Echo Lane
Glendale, AZ 85302-6630
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Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2012 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen
Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

Gary Grimes

VICE PRESIDENT

623-203-7436

Lou Hirlemann

SECRETARY

Terry Tassin

480-272-0050

TREASURER

623-931-1546

John Milkint

480-298-0728

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR

Jack Hughes

480-510-7779

Committee / Chairmen
PROGRAMS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Lou Hirlemann

Terry Tassin

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE
To Be Determined
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Lou Hirlemann
CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE - Vacant

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at: http://www.midweekbassaz.com/

Welcome to New
Midweek Bass Anglers
Since the Last Newsletter
Ricky Boehm (B)
Don McDowell (NB)

Official Supplier of
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel

Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
Club Apparel
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
wishing
to above.
purchase a club
Glendale,Individuals
Arizona. See
their ad
shirt or cap can order directly from our
provider - M & J Trophies & Apparel,
10802 N. 43rd Ave, Glendale, Arizona.
See their ad above.

Midweek Bass Anglers 2012
Tournament Schedule
Best Wishes and Happy Birthday

Born in January
Jerry Askam
John Balzic
John Milkint
Butch Nessline
Ron Pikul
Dave Rice
Leon Rumpell
Doug Smith
Larry White

18 January
15 February
21 March
18 April
16 May
20 June
18 July
15 August
19 September
17 October
21 November

Bartlett
Roosevelt
Havasu
Alamo
Apache
Pleasant (ModHrs)
Bartlett (Night)
Saguaro (ModHrs)
Roosevelt
Alamo
Bartlett

