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Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
This year, it has been an honor and
Editor's Log
by Terry Tassin

privilege to serve you as editor and
publisher of Bass Bites. I am most
pleased to count you among our readers. On
behalf of the club’s Board of Directors and staff,
thank you and we wish you all a

Grimes,
Jack
Hughes,
and
John
Milkint,
and a special
thanks to my
Very Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! wife, Fran, who
proofreads
every
page
before
I send it out.
Many Thanks to a Reliable
Also, let’s not forget all of the
Team
club members who provide
By Terry Tassin
Editor, Bass Bites
write-ups after each tournaAs the year draws to a close, ment telling everyone where
I’d like to express my apprecia- and how they caught their fish.
tion to the regular contributors Without the input from each
to Bass Bites who provide the and every one of them, readers
content that makes this publi- of our monthly newsletter
cation so informative and use- would have to put up with just
ful to our members. They make my wordsmithing and after
my job so much easier. So seven years of putting together
here’s a hearty salute to Gary the Bass Bites each month I

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
Please note our new meeting location
for 2013 is shown below and is the
Deer Valley Airport Restaurant

Monthly Breakfast Meeting
Deer Valley Airport
Restaurant
702 W. Deer Valley Rd
Phoenix, AZ
1st Wednesday of each
month 8:00A.M.

have about run out of original
copy ideas. Hint, hint, I am
open to suggestions.
Some of you are probably saying to yourself (and others)
“Why does Terry bother putting
out a holiday edition of the
Bass Bites each year? There
are no fishing & catching reports to put out, so why?”
I guess it just comes down to
being a glutton-for-punishment
and to wanting to have a way to
provide a platform for those
members wishing to express
their thoughts about the fishing
this year and a way for them to
Continued on page 3

EXTRA - EXTRA!
2012 Tournament Season Winners!
Angler of the Year - Paul Cormany
1st Place Boater of the Year - - - Rick Brown
2nd Place Boater of the Year - - - Neil Burns
3rd Place Boater of the Year - -Tony Medina
1st Place Nonboater of the Year - - - Ken Buvala
2nd Place Nonboater of the Year- - - Sean Ballard
3rd Place Nonboater of the Year - - - John Milkint
Lunker of the Year - Paul Cormany (11.34 lbs)
February - Lake Roosevelt

“We Practice Catch and Release”
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Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona
Hall of Fame Class of 2012

Angler of the Year
&
Lunker of the Year
Paul Cormany
Rick Brown
1st Place
Boater of the Year

Neil Burns
2nd Place
Boater of the Year

Tony Medina
3rd Place
Boater of the Year

Ken Buvala
1st Place
Non Boater of the Year

Sean Ballard
2nd Place
Non-Boater of the Year

John Milkint
3rd Place
Non-Boater of the Year
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wish all club members best
wishes for the holidays. Some
years members provide many
articles for this end of year edition; other years not so much –
we just have to take what we
get and pass the information
on to everyone.
As you can see from reading
this edition, I also use this
Bass Bites to recognize the top
fishermen for the year by listing them with their photos on a
page I call the “Midweek Bass
Anglers of Arizona Hall of
Fame Class of 2012.” It’s not
much and the big acknowledgement comes at the Annual
Awards Banquet the second
Wednesday of January.
Speaking of the awards banquet, below is just a reminder
to make your reservations

Next Meeting
Next Tournament
Our next club general meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, 2 January
starting at 8:00 AM, at Deer
Valley Airport Restaurant
(just one mile north of I-101
at the intersection of 7th Ave
& Deer Valley Road). We
hope you will come early
and have breakfast together.

soon and no
HAPPY NEW YEAR
later than 2
January 2013. From Your Board of Directors
After 2 January
I must tell the
restaurant how
many and what
meals they need
to prepare for
the dinner. I am
placing the information flyer
concerning the
dinner
elsewhere in this
please - no $100 dollar bills for
issue of Bass Bites.
$5 worth of tickets. Tickets are
th
Don’t forget – the 7 Annual the same price as they are at
Midweek Bass Anglers of Ari- our monthly meeting; each $5
zona Recognition Dinner will paid gets six (6) raffle tickets.
be held Wednesday, January So that being the case $20
9, 2013 at the Iron Works Res- gets 24 tickets, $50 buys 60
taurant at Bellair Golf Course, tickets, and so on. And as
17233 N. 45th Ave, Glendale, Lionel says, “Let’s all have a
AZ 85308. Social Hour begins GREAT time.”
at 6 PM with dinner at 7 PM.
Cost is $35 per non member Just in case I don’t see you beand $5 per club member. Ad- fore Christmas, I want to take
vance reservations and food this opportunity to wish you all
orders are required so do not a very Merry Christmas and a
wait – get your reservation safe and Happy New Year.
2013 Fishing License
form with your check to the
club Secretary (me) no later
than 2 January 2013.
As usual, at the dinner, the
club will be holding a huge raffle of lots of fishing items plus
some non fishing related items.
This is just a reminder for those
of you planning on taking part
in the club awards dinner raffle;
Lionel Frailey (Raffle Master)
won't have much in the way of
small bills to make change. So

The next club point tournament will be a day event at
Lake Roosevelt on 16
January 2013. Club launch
headquarters and weigh-in
Membership
location will be announced. As of December 13, 2012 the
Tournament hours are Safe Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona
consists of 100 active members.
Light to 3 PM.

“I love Ice Jigs!”
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Tell Mom a nice Christmas gift
for you would be a 2013 fishing
license. Whether she gives
you one or not, please remember to renew your permit before our January tournament.

Treasure Chest
By John Milkint. Treasurer

As I complete my first term as
an officer of Midweek Bass,
and reflect on my role as
Treasurer for the club, there
are several positive ideas I
would like to share for anyone
considering a future officer's
role in the club.
The first positive is learning
the names and faces of many
of the members. In a club of
100 members it is virtually impossible to know everybody.
Writing checks to the winners
of the various pots each
month, and collecting money
for the monthly tournaments
provides an interaction that has
helped me tremendously in
putting the names and faces
together.
Attending the board meetings
monthly has allowed me to see
how much effort and dedication
goes into keeping the club
functioning in a professional
manner. It is vital to understand how the board provides
leadership while attempting to
keep the wishes of the majority
of the club members in mind
when making decisions in the
best interests of the club.
Working this year in putting all
income and expenses into the
computer using Quicken soft-

ware to allow all future club officers the ability to print any
type of reports necessary to
see how the clubs finances are
being handled.
Also, the excitement in preparing the budget for the club's
End of Year Annual Award Dinner. Due to our large membership we have been able to provide over $2,000 in great fishing related equipment to be raffled off to the club members in
attendance. Those attending
will want to plan on purchasing
multiple raffle tickets giving you
the maximum opportunity to
win not only some great equipment but also some nice cash
prizes. Not bad for an annual
membership of only $30.
On a personal note, fishing as
a non-boater (co-angler), has
enabled me to fish with some
great fishermen. Having belonged to a Bass club in Florida, I can say Midweek Bass
has some of the best anglers in
the country. I never fail to learn
new techniques at every tournament and am amazed at the
various methods being used.
Finally, this being a year end
report, I wish everyone in Midweek Bass a Merry Christmas
and a New Year that brings
many limits of Bass to every
boat.

Weighing-In
By Jack Hughes, Tmx Director

Where did 2012 go, it cannot
be over because I was having
too much fun. Yes, 2012 was a
fun year. I was in the money

for one tournament, my business did great, I got in a lot of
fishing outside of Arizona and
none of that was as important
as what I received from being a
member of MWB.
This past year was my third
year in the club and the best
year of all and here are a few
examples that come to mind.
First I enjoyed 2012 so much
because of the MBA members
and I took the time to get to
know more of them outside of
just fishing with them and it
was very rewarding. I have
listed below things that come
to mind when thinking of 2012.
I learned Rickey Boehm and
Jason Riddle; work with kids to
promote bass fishing and are
active promoters of the program, they are very competitive, both always have time for
club members, they are both a
pleasure to be around and
Rickey especially has a great
sense of humor.
When I think of the MBA I
automatically think of Gary
Grimes. I nominated Gary to
run for club President, I must
admit the Gary I nominated,
who I thought I knew, and the
person I came to know so well
during 2012 are two entirely
different people. Gary when I
nominated him in my mind was
all for the club and fun to be
around. Little did I know Gary
was all the above but so much
more; an active member of his
church, dedicated family man,
always challenging the board
on how to make the club better, an attention to detail person who is a very structured,
successful business man, and
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lives and breathes the success
of the club 24-7. He is in my
mind the perfect President at
the right time for MBA as the
club grew over 30%. Gary
thanks for all you have done!
Terry Tassin is one of a kind
and absolutely makes the job
of Tournament Director easier.
If there was a national contest
for which bass club has the
best Secretary I am very confident Terry would win it for
MBA. As one club member told
me Terry never misses anything and is an excellent communicator, I agree. As all of the
new board members learned
when coming in to office the
number of emails Terry sends
to members is tripled in the
number he sends to board
members. His records of club
history are meticulous and I
swear if I asked him what kind
of shoes Tony Medina wore to
the April 2009 meeting he
could come up with the answer.
As I look back on 2012 two
tournaments stand out for me;
Havasu where I fished with
Sean Ballard and Apache
where I fished with Gary Martlage. Havasu was the “Almost”
Perfect Plan. Sean and I had
marked 46 beds on the GPS
and by 7:30 AM we were culling fish and then we went to
where we had caught two 5
pound plus bass the day before and we actually caught
and weighed each fish. As we
made the turn in to the cove
we could see our best plan
slipping away. Anchored over
the beds was a houseboat with
a party in full swing on its
decks and that houseboat re-

mained there the rest of the day
never moving. We took all the
fish off the beds we had
marked but the two under the
houseboat. They were all less
than five pounds so our perfect
plan became the “Almost” Perfect Plan but for us it was a
great tournament and a ton of
fun, which we have talked
about many times since.
Apache with Gary Martlage
was just plain fun and it was a
privilege being on one of Arizona’s most scenic lakes. During practice I hooked a 30 lb
carp on a Rapala jerk bait and
6 pound test line. Gary never
missed a beat when I set the
hook he came to the front of the
boat, laughing all the way, and
took over the trolling motor saying “You’re going to be tied up
for a while, I’ll work the trolling
motor” and he was right. It took
close to 20 minutes to get that
fish in the net and when Gary
had him secured we just looked
at each other and laughed. It
was fishing as fishing was
meant to be just fun and not a
worry in the world.
I want to thank everyone who
helped out during the year either with making a tournament
run smoothly or at our cookouts, or doing special things for
the club like Steve Cook doing
the trailer bearings, Gary Asmus for helping with each cookout, Lou Hirlemann for leading
the way in always making sure
we had plenty of help for cleaning up and putting things away
after every tournament, Ralph
Skelly and Rich Lapointe for
live well checks, Mark Durben
for working the bump tank all
year and Ken Buvala who I

think of as “Mr. Always There”
because whenever something
has to be done he just sort of
shows up and gladly helps. My
list is really short compared to
the number of people who
have helped out during 2012. I
know I missed more of you
than I named and to those I
missed - I apologize.
Of course there were a few
low spots. First, several of our
members had to drop out from
fishing due to heath reasons
but I am proud to say MBA
members have kept in touch
with these people and let them
know they have not been forgotten. Two members which
can no longer fish have elected
to remain club members and
attend the monthly meetings to
keep close to their love of fishing. Second, is that every team
did not weigh in five fish at
every tournament which someday I hope happens. Finally,
was having to DQ a team for
having too many slot fish
caused by a defective ruler
they were using that was just
not accurate. Their ruler was
off more than 1/16 of an inch
when matched with the club
official ruler. That member told
me if he had been in my place
he would have done the same
thing. In short he was a class
act when he realized their mistake and how it came about.
Jason you are a credit to the
club and an example of true
sportsmanship!
Of course I have to thank John
Milkint my fishing partner. We
logged more miles fishing in
2012 than ever before. And I
might add caught less fish. Our
wives said we spent more time
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together than we did with them.
Of course I have to thank them
and all the wives who support
their husbands in chasing bass
with a brain the size of a pea
that seems to always seem to
out think their husbands.
The brightest part of 2012
ending is knowing that with the
quality of people we have in
our club it can only make 2013
even better and I am looking
forward to it. I wish you and
your families a great 2013!

The Funnies!
Q: What’s the meanest fish in
the Arctic Ocean
A: Santa Jaws
Warden: You’re not allowed to
fish here!
Fisherman: I’m not. I’m just
teaching my worm how to swim.
At Sunday school, the teacher
was leading the class in a discussion of what Noah might have
done to pass time on the Ark.
“I think he went fishing,” said one
little girl.
The little boy sitting beside her
gave her a look and piped up,
“What…with only two worms?!?”
You might be a redneck if you’ve
been too drink to fish.
The fishing was so bad that even
the liars didn’t catch any.
The answer is net profit. And the
question?
What does a fisherman earn?
Q: What’s essential to have
when ice fishing?
A: Good ice site.

And on the last day of 2012 Your Editor Went Fishing and
Wishes You a Very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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What:

Who:
When:
Where:

7th Annual Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona
Recognition Dinner
Members of Midweek Bass Anglers and their Guests
Wednesday, January 9, 2013; Social Hour at 6:00PM with dinner at 7:00PM.

Iron Works Restaurant at Bellair Golf Course
17233 N. 45th Ave
Glendale, AZ 85308 (One block north of Bell Road)
Phone: 602-843-0909

Cost:

$35.00 per non member - club members $5. (Club pays tax and gratiuty)

Menu:

Appetizer Tray at 6:15 PM during social period

*

MENU ENTREES
* Prime Rib with Baked Potato, Vegetable *
* Boneless Lemon Chicken Breast with Rice Pilaf, Vegetable *
* French Cut Pork Chop with Potatoes Au Gratin, Vegetable *
Above Entrees Include Relish Tray, Soup, Tossed Garden Salad,
Rolls & Butter, Coffee & Iced Tea Service and Dessert
Cash Bar for Alcoholic Beverages
*ADVANCE FOOD ORDERS ARE REQUIRED - MARK MEAL DESIRED ON RESERVATION SLIP*
- - ADVANCE RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED - Cut on dotted line and return Reservation Slip with Payment

No Later Than January 2, 2013

-----------------------------------------------------7th ANNUAL MIDWEEK BASS ANGLERS RECOGNITION DINNER RESERVATION
Please reserve _______ meals for:
Name

Meal Desired (select one: Prime Rib, Chicken, Pork)
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check for $__________ ($35.00 each for non-members - members $5)
made out to Midweek Bass Anglers.
Mail to:

Midweek Bass Anglers
C/O Terry Tassin
4333 W. Echo Lane
Glendale, AZ 85302-6630
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Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2013 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen
Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

Gary Grimes

623-203-7436

Lou Hirlemann

SECRETARY

480-272-0050

TREASURER

Terry Tassin

623-931-1546

John Milkint

480-298-0728

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR

Jack Hughes

480-510-7779

Committee / Chairmen
PROGRAMS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Lou Hirlemann

Terry Tassin

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE Jack Hughes-Chairman
Gary Grimes, Terry Tassin, Lou Hirlemann, John Milkint
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Lou Hirlemann
CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE - Vacant

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at: http://www.midweekbassaz.com/
Official Supplier of
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel

Welcome to New
Midweek Bass Anglers
Since the Last Newsletter

Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
Club Apparel
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Here is a spot in our newsletter for those Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
members who have "fishing related items" that Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.
Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
they would like to sell, trade, or give away.
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Seller
Item
Price
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.
Something to sell? Contact the Editor

Tackle Box Sales!

Midweek Bass Anglers 2013
Tournament Schedule

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday
Born in January
Jerry Askam
John Balzic
John Milkint
Butch Nessline
Ron Pikul
Dave Rice
Jason Riddle
Ben Ruzmir
Doug Smith
Larry White

16 January
20 February
20 March
17 April
15 May
19 June
17 July
21 August
18 September
16 October
20 November

Roosevelt
Bartlett
Havasu
Alamo
Apache
Saguaro
Bartlett
Saguaro
Roosevelt
Martinez
Alamo

