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President’s
Perspective
By Gary Grimes

Do you notice how easy a job
looks
when
done
properly…like Tom Brady
picking apart a defense, or
how about the old Yankee
dude in his workshop. I can
pretty much guarantee both of
those guys struggled at times
before mastering their arts.
Kind of like the club’s new
board. I think we had three
fumbles, two interceptions, a
dropped ball and we may have
even run the wrong direction all in the first quarter, but we
will get better, I guarantee it.
And, I too am not just a
customer, but also a member,
now for the cool stuff.
It was so good to get back on
the water and start the year off
with our first tournament.
Twenty-seven teams braved
the chilly January weather and
very uncooperative fishing for
a chance at victory. Limits
were tough to come by and
every bite was precious, but in

the end someone seemed to
get five pretty good fish, or at
least good enough for a win.
Congrats to Larry White and
Rick Brown for the victory;
looking forward to hearing
about your secret. Also a big
shout out to Clay Lippincott,
Paul
Cormany,
Brian
Chambers, and Mark Durben
for their help at the weigh in;
you guys are awesome.
The next four tournaments
should be great. February
takes us to Roosevelt Lake,
which should bring warmer
weather and more active fish.
March we make our annual
trek to Lake Havasu for
spawning smallies; last year
you had to have just about 20
lbs to get a check, wow! April is
our return to the Alamo, one of
my favorite camping lakes, and
also home of our spring steak
barbeque. In May, we head
down the canyon from
Roosevelt to Apache Lake, one
of the real treasures of
Arizona, bring a camera for
some great shots.

EDITOR: TERRY TASSIN

Lake Bartlett
January 18, 2012
By Terry Tassin

The first club points tournament
of 2012 started off with 101 bass
being brought to the scales.
It was a beautiful day on the
water but catching was tough! I
know a lot of you were throwing
“A-Rigs” but that did not work for
me. Oh well, I am already
looking forward to Roosevelt in
February.
I would like to take this
opportunity to remind all
members – both old and new –
that we hold a “pre-tournament
rules and safety briefing”
immediately prior to the start of
each tournament in the lake’s
parking lot. It is not an optional
meeting; it is a required meeting
and part of official tournament
hours. So please in the future
plan your travel so you arrive
before the meeting starts with
enough time to meet with your
fishing partner and get ready to
go. Arriving after the meeting

So mark your calendars,
change that line, oil that reel,
Monthly Breakfast Meeting
study up and get ready for
Bill Johnson’s Big Apple
what should be a fantastic time
Restaurant
this spring as we travel the
16810 N. 19th Ave, Phoenix, AZ state and enjoy Arizona’s
1st Wednesday of each
fishing at its finest. See you
month 8:00A.M.
there.

“We Practice Catch and Release”
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and just barely making it on the
water before the kick-off is not
the way to do things. Lets all
make the effort to get up a little
earlier and make it to the
meeting.

White & Brown
Start New Year in
1st Place
The First Place team of Larry
White & Rick Brown weighed
the winning creel of five bass
weighing 8.51 lbs. The team
also won the prize for the
Super Pot option and the 2nd
Place Big Fish.
Rick Brown provided this
insight to their fishing day. “The
team of White and Brown had
a good day. As almost
everyone who saw us knows
we pretty much camped in one
area all day. It started out when
we pulled up to our spot and I
saw a shad come out of the

Next Meeting
Next Tournament
Our next club general meeting
is scheduled for Wednesday,
1 February starting at 8:00 AM,
at Bill Johnson’s Big Apple
Restaurant, 16810 N. 19th Ave
(just south of Bell Road on 19th
Ave on the west side of the
avenue). We hope you will
come early and have breakfast
together.
The next club point tournament
will be a day event at Lake
Roosevelt on 15 February
2012.
Club
launch
headquarters and weigh-in
location will be announced.
Tournament hours are Safe
Light to 3 PM.

water, the bass were chasing
some shad and had them
pushed up on some structure. I
started throwing a shallow
diving shad crankbait and
about the 5th cast a good 1.75
lb bass slammed it. Larry,
quickly tied on a rip-bait, and
put another fish in the boat.
After about 15 minutes with no
other takers, we switched to
jigs and quickly had a small
limit.

plastic and started catching
additional small fish. Then
things really got hot and I
started catching “sandwich
bag” fish. As I removed the little
fish Rick kept catching the
culling size fish. We stayed in
the same basic area for the
day. We agreed to leave if we
made a pass with a fish.
Obviously that did not happen.
Rick was a great partner to
have again; a first or a second
each previous time. Next
month I will go as a non-boater
so Rick can draw me.

Asmus & Jacobson
Work Spinnerbaits, Jigs,
Drop Shot, to Win
Second Place
1st Place
Larry White & Rick Brown

We kept working three main
spots, that we cleverly named
Spots 1, 2 and 3, with craws,
drop shot, and lizards. We had
a couple of small upgrades,
and then about 10 AM we had
three significant upgrades
including our big fish that came
on a craw. We went back to
catching .75 pounders again
for a while. We talked about
moving, but I said if we make it
through all 3 spots without
catching a fish then we would
leave. That never happened. I
had a great time fishing with
Larry; I hope we get to do it
again soon.”
Larry added, “The morning
started off a little bit chilly, but,
quickly warmed as we had two
reaction fish in the first 20
minutes. Rick and I switched to

In Second Place the team of
Gary Asmus & Brian
Jacobson finished with 6.74
lbs for their five bass. They
also connected with the 1st
Place Big Bass.
Continued on page 3

The Rules
By Gary Grimes

Did you know you can ask for
a re-weigh at any of our
tournaments? One of the most
exciting parts of a tournament
is weighing in, where you get to
see where your bag stacks up
against the rest of the field. If
you are not comfortable with
the weight given for your sack,
just ask for a re-weigh, but be
sure to ask before you leave
the tables. Keep in mind also,
the reweigh becomes the new
official weight; the first weight
becomes null. As with all our
rules, a little common sense
has to be applied.
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Brian had this to say about
their 2nd Place finish: “Gary
and I had fished with each
other previously and enjoyed
our time then so we knew we’d
have another great day on the
water during the tournament.
The morning started off
perfectly. We found our first
targeted spot and nobody was
on that piece of water yet.
Nobody other then a guy on
shore digging his way to China
with a chisel and hammer.
Those of you who made it past
Quarry Point know the guy I’m
talking about because he must
have been banging away at
those rocks for at least 3 hours
or so. Any ways, we went after
a reaction bite before the sun
came up but nothing we threw
was triggering a bite at all. It
was about 7:40 AM when we
caught our first fish and it was
a pretty nice one. I was
throwing a spinner bait off of a
rock outcropping and about
half way back on my retrieval
out of about 20 feet of water
our Big Fish of the day
slammed it. Gary grabbed the
net and praise the Lord…..we
were on our way to a great
day! We hung around that
shoreline a bit longer and Gary
managed to hit two more fish
on a jig and then it was time to
move. We headed north to hit
a few other spots but to no
avail. We headed back south
and time was running out.

me to break out my drop shot
rod to get us to five fish and
that’s what I did. We didn’t
catch our 4th until about 1 PM
and then our 5th on beautiful
structure area that Gary found
in 50 feet of water that came
up to about 20 feet or so and
then dropped off again. He
worked me around that spot
and we caught our 5th fish at
almost 2 PM. Thank you God!
We can now weigh in 5!

2nd Place
Gary Asmus (not shown) & Brian
Jacobson

We continued to work around
that area and with about 15
minutes left decided to head
back to the ramp. We put our
stuff away and that’s when we

were surprised with an engine
issue with the throttle cables.
We tried to wave a few guys
down but they didn’t see us.
Gary had me hop on the
trolling motor to move out from
Lost Cove towards the middle
of the stream and that’s when
we were able to flag down
Steve Cook and Howard
Thomas. By the time they got
over to us Gary had our fish
bagged and I hopped into
Steve Cook’s boat to make it to
the weigh-in.
Gary said to go weigh our fish
and send someone back for
him later. I guess he had a
feeling that we had enough to
make a difference and he was
right. Steve drove me in and
while we waited Paul Cormany
and Neil Burns both said that
they had about 25 feet of rope
and would go get Gary after
the weigh-in. Just prior to
weighing in Gary called me and
told me he could see the ramp
and to just come down with the
truck. After weighing in I really
didn’t know how we were
sitting in the standings other

Gary told me that he wanted

Membership
As of January 20, 2012 the
Midweek Bass Anglers of
Arizona consists of 75 active
members.

“To you it’s kidnapping; to me it’s fishing.”
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then knowing we just pulled
ahead of Paul and Butch. I
went to get Gary and then we
came up to see how we ended
up which put a smile on our
faces! Gary’s boat has since
been fixed at my shop but I
think it’s time for a trade in. Haha. A nice new Ranger would
look nice on Gary, don’t ya
think?

(very good ha ha) we were on
the track of two more fish.
Richie took my advice and
caught another nice one, then
another one to cull. I was so
busy, not much time for the
sandwiches.

Great day as always fishing
with the Midweek guys!

Paul Cormany & Butch
NesslineTake 4th Place

Richie Rojas & Lionel
Frailey Connect For
3rd Place

The 4th Place Team of Paul
Cormany & Butch Nessline
weighed 6.56 lbs with a five
bass limit.

Team Richie Rojas & Lionel
Frailey weighed five bass for
6.64 pounds and took home
Third Place honors.

3rd Place
Richie Rojas & Lionel Frailey

Lionel commented, “The ride
to my first spot was very cool,
almost 7 miles or 700 yards?
Richie said fish by the big tree.
He got the first fish and I
almost broke my leg getting to
the net, under all his rods.
Worked our way around the
mid lake area the rest of
morning. Only got one more
bass into the livewell by noon.
After brunch at the Marina

caught our second best fish on
the Alabama rig. He had four
or five bites where the fish hit a
teaser instead of a lure with a
hook on it.

All fish were caught on jigs,
nothing special about them
except to Richie and me.”

Commenting for both he and
partner Butch Nessline, Paul
Cormany said, “I fished with
Butch Nessline at Bartlett this
time. Butch and I have fished
together a couple of times
previously and we always have
a good time and manage to
scratch out some fish. I
practiced at Bartlett on Monday
during the rain and overcast.
Fishing was much better than I
had heard. I attribute the good
fishing to the weather and the
fact there were only a few
other boats on the water in the
morning. I caught over 11
pounds on a crankbait, jig,
Carolina rig and Senko. The
crankbait worked best in the
morning and the jig later in the
day. When we started the
tournament, I had three rods
on the deck; one crankbait and
two jigs. I caught our best fish
of the day on the second cast
with the crankbait. Butch was
throwing an Alabama rig trying
for a big bite. I put two more
small fish in the livewell on the
crankbait, and then Butch

4th Place
Butch Nessline & Paul Cormany

Once the sun hit the water, the
crankbait and Alabama rig bite
died. We switched over to the
jig and caught fish throughout
the day, sometimes two or
three off of one spot. We
counted twenty-three fish in the
boat and upgraded our limit six
or seven times, each time by
an ounce or two. Butch hit the
nail on the head after the
weigh-in when he said we
needed every one of those fish
to finish fourth. It was
awesome to see 27 boats on
the water for our first event this
year. I hope we'll see even
better turnouts as we go
forward. Congratulations to
Larry White and Rick Brown on
their win!”

5th Place Won By Elias
& Alauria
The 5th Place Team of
Daniel Elias & Tom Alauria
weighed 6.17 lbs with a five
bass limit.
Tom Alauria reported, “This
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was my 2nd tournament with
MBA and my first as a non
boater. I drew Daniel Elias as a
partner and we were the 21st
boat out. We headed straight
to an area near the flats across
from the Yellow Cliffs. It was
obvious that this was a popular
spot and I felt that we needed
to take a number. I boated the
first fish of the day in about 15
feet of water on a blue 4 inch
Robo worm that I was fishing
on the bottom. Daniel started
picking up fish on a drop shot.
By about 10 AM we had our 5
in the boat but they were all
pretty small. We fished this
area for about 3 hours and
then left to look for some
bigger fish. We went ‘up lake’
and there Daniel caught a
couple on a craw jig - but
again, they were pretty small.

5th Place
Tom Alauria & Daniel Elias

I feel very fortunate to have
fished with Daniel. He was a
Member Information Update
Please keep the Secretary
informed of any changes in
your vital statistics:
home
address, phone numbers, email
address, number or expiration
date of your auto or boat
insurance policy or anything
else.

gentleman and I was able to
watch and learn. Even though
we didn't find that kicker fish I
feel good about the day and I
would fish with Daniel
anytime.”

Terry Tassin & Ernie
Arvizu Jig Up
6th Place
Team Terry Tassin & Ernie
Arvizu weighed five bass for
5.67 pounds and took home
the Sixth Place prize.
Terry said, “Ernie and I started
our day in the Yellow Cliffs
area. We had planned on
stopping first at a different
location on the way up river but
being 19th boat out by the time
we got there four other boats
had
already
set-up
homesteading on that spot so
we moved over to the Cliffs.
Within 15 casts using a one
ounce jig with a green tail we
had our first three fish in the
live well and felt we were well
on our way to bigger and better
things. Well that was the last
bite from that area, so we
made a move.
We tried other spots and
areas without much luck. At
about 10:30 AM we finally got
our turn on the honey hole I
had wanted to stop at first thing
in the morning. After working
that area for about an hour with
drop shot rigs with Morning
Dawn worms for bait, we had
added several more fish to our
catch completing our limit with
a couple of culling upgrades
taking place. That was the end
of the ‘catching’ for the day for
the team of Tassin & Arvizu.
Ernie is a great guy to fish with
and I look forward to our next

6th Place
Terry Tassin & Ernie Arvizu

outing together.
Statistics for the tournament:
54 men fished 8 hours each,
bringing 101 keeper bass to
the scales for a total weight of
109.61 pounds with a 2.03
pound average catch per
fisherman. All fish were
released back into the lake
after weigh-in to fight again
another day.

Option Pots
By John Milkint

5 lb Pot: Since no bass over
5lbs was caught in our club
tournament at Lake Bartlett in
January the carry over for the
next tournament at Lake
Roosevelt will be $570.00.
Goon Fish Pot: Because no
goon fish was weighed in at
Lake Bartlett, the winners of
the $220 goon fish pot will be
determined at the February
Club meeting by conducting a
drawing among those persons
entered in the goon fish pot.
Super Pot: Team White &
Brown won the Super Pot and
will take home an additional
$235 along with their winnings
for 1st Place Overall and 2nd
Place Big Bass.
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Photo Scrapbook - Lake Bartlett- January 18, 2012

1st Place Big Bass
Brian Jacobson

2nd Place Big Bass
Larry White & Rick Brown
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Photo Scrapbook - Lake Bartlett– January 18, 2012
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Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2012 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen
Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

Gary Grimes

623-203-7436

Terry Tassin

623-931-1546

Jack Hughes

480-510-7779

SECRETARY

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR

Committee / Chairmen

VICE PRESIDENT

Lou Hirlemann

480-272-0050

John Milkint

480-298-0728

TREASURER

PROGRAMS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE
To Be Determined
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Lou Hirlemann

Terry Tassin

Lou Hirlemann

CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE - Vacant

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at: http://www.midweekbassaz.com/

Welcome to New
Midweek Bass Anglers
Since the Last Newsletter
Dave Roberts (NB)
Jeff Mason (B)
Jason Riddle (B)
Bob Van Spriell (NB)

Official Supplier of
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel

Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
Club Apparel
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Tackle Box Sales!
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Arizona. See their ad above.
Here is a spot in our newsletter for those Glendale,
Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or cap
members who have "fishing related items" that can order directly from our provider - M & J
they would like to sell, trade, or give away.
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.
Seller
Item
Price
Something to sell? Contact the Editor

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday

Born in February
Rick Brown
Neil Burns
Ken Buvala
Ron Malnar
Jim Schultz
Mike Self
Jim Trayner

Midweek Bass Anglers 2012
Tournament Schedule
18 January
15 February
21 March
18 April
16 May
20 June
18 July
15 August
19 September
17 October
21 November

Bartlett
Roosevelt
Havasu
Alamo
Apache
Pleasant (MH)
Bartlett (N)
Saguaro (MH)
Roosevelt
Alamo
Bartlett

