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President’s
Perspective
By Gary Grimes

I’m on vacation and will be
back next week.

Lake Pleasant
June 20, 2012
By Terry Tassin

There is a lot of water in Lake
Pleasant now and the fishing
was good for most of the
competitors – at least by Lake
Pleasant standards. Heck,
even I caught several fish on
drop shot rigs.
The morning weather was
great with light breezes early in
the morning and even the
temperature
was
not
uncomfortable. Later in the
morning it looked out to the
North/East like a dust storm
might mess up our weigh-in
but the dust never quite
reached the weigh-in location.
As usual doing the weigh-in on
the beach in Spring Canyon
next to the ramp worked out
well. Not only did Lou

Hirlemann put on a quick and
easy weigh-in but the “civilians”
camped and swimming in the
cove also seemed to enjoy the
festivities. This was especially
true for the many children
playing and swimming.
Just a reminder, I take photos
at all of our tournaments. If you
would like your photo taken
with or without your fish,
please stop by where I am set
up and let me take your photo.
You never know when it might
show up in the newsletter; I do
like to run a photo of the
winning teams inside their
tournament write-up. If you
take photos during the fishing
day, I would appreciate you
sending them to me via email
attachment so I can use them
in the Bass Bites.

Many thanks to Neil Burns and
Ricky Boehm for getting in the
water with the fish and
providing a lesson for the
youngsters watching on how to
“fizz” a bass in order to release
the excess air in their swim
bladder so the fish can swim
off to their fish homes. One
lady asked if Neil was injecting
Monthly Breakfast Meeting
some medicine to make the
Bill Johnson’s Big Apple
fish well, and she had a good
Restaurant
laugh when Neil explained
16810 N. 19th Ave, Phoenix, AZ what he was doing for the
2nd Wednesday, July 11th
fish’s health.
8:00A.M.

EDITOR: TERRY TASSIN

All but one team weighed fish at
this tournament and all but one
bass were released back into
the lake to live and fight again
another day.
The question to be answered:
“So, how did the winners catch
their fish this month?”

Jerry Askam & Brian
Jacobson Use Hot Drop
Shot to Win 1st Place
Throwing almost every lure they
had in the boat, the team of
Jerry Askam
&
Brian
Jacobson settled on drop shot
rigs targeting deeper water and
winding-up weighing the winning
creel of five bass weighing 8.23
lbs. The team also won the prize
for the 2nd Place Big Fish and
Goon Fish.
“How I remember the day’s
events goes something like
this”, Brian commented. “First

Independence Day
2012

“We Practice Catch and Release”
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Jerry took us to a spot just east
of Humbug Cove that we
worked with crank baits,
poppers, jigs, swim baits,
skinny dippers, and drop shots.
We threw everything in there!
Jerry proceeded to catch our
first two fish along with our
winning Goon Fish on a
Berkley Ripple Shad swim bait
in that spot and when he felt it
would produce no more he
took us to some deeper waters
that he knew would get us
closer to 5 fish and potentially
a big fish or two. Jerry took us
to the right spot where, in
about 35 ft of water, I pulled in
our drop shot 2nd place big fish
on a Fat Hot Tip Morning Dawn
drop shot. Praise the Lord!
Now we have 3 fish plus a
goon fish early in the day and
we had about 4 ½ hours still to
fish. We felt we really had a
chance.

us that unless we could muster
up another big fish or 2 smaller
fish we’d be in trouble. We
were on the move again, and
again, and finally landed on an
area where we quickly pulled in
numbers 4 and 5 on a drop
shot and a jig. Now life was
good again but we thought we
sure could use an upgrade or
two. We kept fishing that spot
and after a while realized that
those were the only 2 fish there
so we moved on again. Hit a
few more spots to no avail and
then finally got an upgrade!

As the morning progressed
however it became apparent to

1st Place
Brian Jacobson & Jerry Askam

Next Meeting
Next Tournament

Gaining our confidence again
Jerry then caught a few more
stripers but the one in the
livewell was still larger in size
so they were not brought to the
scales. Well as 11 o’clock was
around the corner we raced in
where I was greeted by my
wife and kids; kind of a replay
from 2 years ago. It was so
awesome and such a blessing
to see them there. Jerry and I
weighed in right away because
our fish were already bagged
and then it was time for the
waiting game. While we waited
my kids and several other
children in the area were
entertained by Neil Burns
fizzing fish and watching
anglers get their pictures taken

Our next club general meeting
is scheduled for Wednesday,
11 July starting at 8:00 AM, at
Bill Johnson’s Big Apple
Restaurant, 16810 N. 19th Ave
(just south of Bell Road on 19th
Ave on the west side of the
avenue). We hope you will
come early and have breakfast
together.
The next club point tournament
will be a night event at Lake
Bartlett on 18 July 2012. Club
launch headquarters and
weigh-in location will be
announced. Tournament hours
are 5 PM to Midnight.

with their catch for the day.
What a great club we have. I
thank God for the opportunity
to continually get paired up with
great guys to fish and chat with
and to be part of such a great
club!”
Jerry added: “I think my
partner Brian Jacobson and I
were as surprised as anyone
that 8 lbs would win the
tournament. In pro sports they
would probably call it "winning
ugly", but a win is a win and
better than the alternative and
we are happy with the results.
It was a pleasure to fish with
Brian who has a positive
upbeat attitude.
We fished mid-lake points and
reefs and caught our fish 2030' deep. All of our
largemouths were caught on
dropshots except one on a jig.
We did try a crank, Rico, and
swimbaits but had no takers.
We did get 3 or 4 strippers on
small swimbaits thrown into
boils including the winning
goon fish. Brian caught our big
fish (3.10 lbs) on a dropshot in
Continued on page 3

The Rules
By Gary Grimes

Any boat used in club
tournaments must not
exceed the boat’s BIA
rated horsepower.
Fishing boats used must
be 15 feet in length or
more. Stick or Tiller
steering boats are not
permitted during any club
points tournament.
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a small cut off a point. We
were able to cull our smallest
fish in the last 15-20 minutes
and gain 1/2 lb which got us to
the final winning weight.”

minutes and no action we
bailed to the other side of the
lake where we caught four
bass on drop shot rigs off main
lake points.

Medina & Nelson Drop
Shot Main Lake Points to
Win Second Place

Later we moved back across
the lake to fish the main lake
where we culled out two of our
smaller fish, the last one
coming at 10:45 AM all on drop
shot worms. Dave and I had a
great time taking turns catching
fish and eating some of my
oatmeal cranberry cookies.
Congratulations to Jerry
Askam and Brian Jacobson for
eking out the win.”

In Second Place the team of
Tony Medina & Dave Nelson
finished with 8.17 lbs for their
five bass.
Tony Medina: “Dave Nelson
and I started out the morning in
Jackass Cove. He threw a top
water lure and I threw a Senko.
After about 20 minutes with no
action, I switched to a jig and
boated our first fish of the day.
I worked the jig for another
fifteen minutes, then we moved
to Honeymoon Cove to try
some of the top water action,
but after about forty-five

Team Neil Burns &
Chuck Golden Connect
For 3rd Place
Team Burns & Golden
weighed five bass for 7.79
pounds and took home Third

Place honors. Thanks to
Chuck Golden’s efforts they
also earned the 1st Place Big
Fish prize.

3rd Place
Neil Burns & Chuck Golden

Chuck said: “First of all I would
like to thank Neil for a very
enjoyable day on the lake. I am
glad he knew some good
places to fish because as
everyone probably knows, I’m
new to all the Arizona lakes

2nd Place
Dave Nelson & Tony Medina

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Big Bass Prize
Ricky Boehm is the winner this
month of the Sportsman’s
Warehouse prize of a $20 gift
card for the largest bass
weighed by a club member presigned-up for this prize. Ricky’s
2.67 lb bass was the 3rd largest
bass weighed at Lake Pleasant.

“You oughta’ see the nice size live crawdads I have
in the live bait box.”
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and it was the first time I had
seen Pleasant. Due to
circumstances beyond our
control we could not pre-fish so
we had to rely on Neil's vast
knowledge of the lake.
We started at a spot
somewhere up the river (I have
no idea exactly where). Neil
started with a top water lure
and I was throwing a Baby
Brush Hog. Not very much time
had passed when we decided
that was not going to work, so
we both switched to a drop
shot rig. Neil caught the first
fish, a small one, shortly after
we made the switch. We were
in 20-25 feet of water. Not too
long after that, I hooked the big
fish in around 20 feet. It hit
right after I had pulled the rig
through a submerged tree. We
knew it was a good fish
because it started pulling drag
(I was using 6 pound line so I
didn’t want the drag too tight).
Not too much later, Neil
hooked our third fish - same
deal - drop shot in 25 feet.
Things started to slow down,
so we moved to a couple of
points that had submerged
trees on them. Not too long
after we pulled up, Neil hooked
our fourth fish on the same rig
and depth. About two casts
later, I caught our fifth and final
fish for the day. I think it was
about 8:30 or 9:00 and I don't
know if we even got any bites
at all the rest of the day. It was
like throwing your lure into the
desert. We moved to a few
more places and even back to
where we had begun the day;
nothing.
Again thanks to Neil for a fun

day. I would have had a good
time even if we did not catch
any fish, but it is always better
when you do.”

Mason & Thomas Reel In
4th Place
The 4th Place Team of Jeff
Mason & Howard Thomas
weighed 7.75 lbs with a five
bass limit.

4th Place
Howard Thomas & Jeff Mason (not
shown)

Jeff commented: “After prefishing four times until 11:30
AM during the previous three
weeks, I had found about a
dozen spots I wanted to hit
where I had caught fish in the
past and in my pre-fishing for
this tournament. Most of my
spots were in the south end
near the dam and 10 lane
ramp. After fishing for 30
minutes without a bite off an
island, Howard and I managed
to catch 3 fish on a drop shot.
Our second stop down by the
dam did not produce any fish
so we headed to a shallow
area near the 10 lane ramp
where I had caught a nice fish
in practice. Caught a nice 2 lb
plus fish right where he was
supposed to be on a Texas
rigged Robo worm. That's a lot

of fun when it happens like it's
supposed too! We caught our
limit fish on another island on a
drop shot at 8:15 AM. Headed
to a point towards the river and
culled a fish, and then Howard
asked if we could fish a spot
near the 1702 sign where he
had hooked a nice fish a week
before our tournament. I told
him to take the front while I rerigged a dropshot, and on his
first cast he yelled, "Get the
net!" Another 2 lb plus was
added to our limit and was the
last fish we caught for the
morning. I really enjoyed
fishing with Howard, and I can
honestly say I have really
enjoyed my first year with
Midweek Bass and making
new fishing friends. We had a
great time on the water, and I
look forward to our next
tournament at Bartlett.”
Howard said, “Another hard
day at the lake, grinding it out.
But we made it; 4th place. Jeff
Mason set the days plan in
motion and I followed. It was
drop shot with Morning Dawn
Robo’s all day. A couple of our
fish came on a Texas rig, but
the Robo worm remained the
same. We tried others but with
no luck. I thought we did good
as we were only ½ lb off of first
place. Jeff knows his stuff and
it was a learning day for me on
Lake Pleasant.”

Goon Fish Prize for Jerry
Askam & Brian
Jacobson
Jerry Askam, having caught
the winning goon fish said, “I
hooked a 2.10 lb stripper, on a
Berkley Ripple Shad swimbait
thrown into a small fish boil. At
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the time Brian and I were
disappointed it wasn't a
largemouth but we feel much
better about it now that we find
it was worth $180.”

Goon Fish Pot Winner
Brian Jacobson & Jerry Askam
and Friend below

Statistics for the tournament:
Thirty-six (36) men fished 6
hours each, bringing 64 keeper
bass to the scales for a total
weight of 94.36 pounds with a
2.62 pound average catch per
fisherman. All but one fish
were released back into the
lake after weigh-in to fight
again another day.

Treasure Chest
By John Milkint. Treasurer

5 lb Pot: - For the second
tournament in a row no one
was able to land a 5 pounder.
Chuck Golden’s 3.13 lb bass
was the biggest weighed in at
Lake Pleasant. The current pot
of $405 rolls over to Lake
Bartlett in July. With projected
pay-ins before the next tourney
the pot should be around $600

and ripe for the taking by
someone at our July night
tournament.

Fishing is not a matter of life
and death. It is much more important than that

Goon Fish: - In a tight Goon
Fish contest Jerry Askam was
the winner with a 2.10 lb
Stripper caught on a Berkley
Ripple Shad swim bait. Jerry's
Stripper was worth $180.

ANGLING TIPS
Moon Phases:
Experience
says the following: Fishing
tends to be better, sometimes
great, on the three days before
and after a full moon and the
new moon. Sometimes there
will be an especially strong bite
on the days before or after, and
sometimes for the entire period.
However, weather fronts can
completely cancel out the expected advantage of a good
moon. That is, stable weather is
probably a stronger advantage,
but when there is stable
weather AND a good moon it
can be gangbusters fishing.

Overall tournament winners
Jerry Askam and Brian
Jacobson also won the 2nd
Place Big Bass prize worth
$144 making their total
w i n n i n g s
$ 6 7 0 .
Congratulations to Jerry and
Brian for their win on a warm
fishing day at Lake Pleasant.

Bits & Pieces
By Terry Tassin

DEFINITIONS
Live bait: the biggest fish you
got to handle all day.
Thumb:
holder.

Structure: Anything below the
surface of the water which is
not a flat bottom. Any hump,
bump, hole, stump, tree, rockpile, channel, etc. Basically
anything with an edge and that
you can define well enough to
fish around it.

a temporary hook

Sinker: a weight hopefully big
enough to knock out any fish
on the way to the bottom so
that it floats to the surface.
Fishing rod: a stick with a
worm on one end and a fool at
the other.
Truth: when one fisherman
calls another fisherman a liar.
“Angling” is the name given
to fishing by people who can’t
fish.

2013 Officer Nominations:
Recommendations for
members willing to run for
club office for 2013 should be
to the Secretary by email or
phone call no later than 1
September 2012. Be sure
nominees will serve before
nominating
2013 Bylaw & Tournament
Rule Changes: All proposed
changes should be submitted
to the Secretary no later than 1
September 2012 on the club
form which has been provided
by email.
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Photo Scrapbook - Lake Pleasant– June 20, 2012

1st Place Big Bass - Chuck Golden

Beach Blanket Bingo

I don’t need a bag, I’ve got two
more fingers!

Family Day at the Lake
2 Years Later

Phantom Fisherman

The water looks good-lets cool off

Page 7

Page 8

Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2012 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen
Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

Gary Grimes

623-203-7436

SECRETARY

Lou Hirlemann

480-272-0050

TREASURER

Terry Tassin

623-931-1546

John Milkint

480-298-0728

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR

Jack Hughes

480-510-7779

Committee / Chairmen
PROGRAMS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Lou Hirlemann

Terry Tassin

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE Jack Hughes-Chairman
Gary Grimes, Terry Tassin, Lou Hirlemann, John Milkint
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Lou Hirlemann
CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE - Vacant

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at: http://www.midweekbassaz.com/

Welcome to New
Midweek Bass Anglers
Since the Last Newsletter

Official Supplier of
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel

Mike Edgar (B)
Tackle Box Sales!
Here is a spot in our newsletter for those
to purchase a club shirt or
members who have "fishing related items" that Individuals wishing
Club
Apparel
cap
can
order
directly
from our provider - M & J
they would like to sell, trade, or give away.
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Seller
Item
Price
Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.
Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
Jim Halka
2012 Motor Guide TM
$500
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Call 509-460-2809
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Something to sell? Contact the Editor
Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.
Midweek Bass Anglers 2012
Tournament Schedule

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday
Born in the Month of July
Joel Alderman
Tom Berry
Dick Kirberg
John Majersky
Gary Martlage
Chad Schimmel

18 January
15 February
21 March
18 April
16 May
20 June
18 July
15 August
19 September
17 October
21 November

Bartlett
Roosevelt
Havasu
Alamo
Apache
Pleasant (MH)
Bartlett (Night)
Saguaro (MH)
Roosevelt
Alamo
Bartlett

