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President’s
Perspective
By Gary Grimes

By the time you read this letter
I am probably returning from
my fishing trip to Red Lake,
Ontario, Canada with Jack
Hughes and John Milkint,
where we were looking for a
monster Northern; can’t say
that I missed the heat in
Phoenix. Since I have no
firsthand knowledge of the
June tournament at Saguaro, I
thought I would share my
thoughts on what is going on
with the board as we approach
the midway point of our
season.
It has been an interesting year
so far. Bad weather forced us
to cancel our February
tournament at Bartlett Lake, a
first for the club. To make up
for the cancellation, we
doubled up at Apache Lake in
May, also another first for the
club. This unintentional

Monthly Breakfast
Meeting
Deer Valley Airport
Restaurant
702 W. Deer Valley Rd
Phoenix, AZ
1st Wednesday of Each
Month 8:00 A.M.

schedule change revealed a
strong support for the two day
format, and so as we prepare
next years schedule, look to
see more of the same. As we
also discussed at our last
meeting, we are attempting to
create a schedule that best
represents the desires of our
fishermen. Several factors are
being considered, including
temperature, distance,
accommodations and quantity
of quality fish the lake is
producing. We are also in
preliminary discussions with
the Lawman’s Bass Club about
having a club vs. club
tournament - details on this to
come - but I think it would be a
blast. In case I haven't said it, I
appreciate all the hard work
from the guys on the board.
Summertime is here, so be
sure to stay hydrated out there.
Know your limits, take care of
your body; it’s the only one you
get.

EDITOR: TERRY TASSIN

nice guys! It was “a bit” warm
but it was still bearable. I can
hardly wait to see what the
temps will be for our July
tournament at Bartlett. I would
like to note the heart-breaker
finish between Teams Edgar &
Belden and Cook & Golden for
the 5 Pound Pot: only the
smallest amount of weight
separated their two fish...6.25
vs. 6.24 pounds. Oh well, the
satisfaction of catching some
really nice bass is theirs.

Team Paul Cormany & Hal
Hensey Tops at Saguaro
Taking home 1st Place, Team
Paul Cormany & Hal Hensey
weighed the winning creel of five
bass weighing 14.87 lbs.
Paul Cormany said: Hal
Hensey and I fished for the first
time together at Saguaro this
month and we had a blast. We
caught fish on almost every stop
throughout the day. I caught 4

Lake Saguaro
June 19, 2013
By Terry Tassin

Another hot day in paradise!
OK, I know we fished this
event two days before the first
day of the Summer; but that
was no reason for mother
nature to dump 108 degree
temperatures on us - we are

“We Practice Catch and Release”
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on a Lucky Craft CBD20 and
the rest Hal and I caught on a
dropshot. Most of the fish were
in 15 to 20 feet although Hal
caught one of our better fish in
about 10 feet of water. We
concentrated on points and
rock piles adjacent to the river
channel or other deep water. I
just looked for schools of shad
in the area and suspended fish.
Every once in a while, one of
those suspended fish would
move to the structure and
would bite.
I look forward to fishing with Hal

1st Place
Hal Hensey & Paul Cormany

Next Meeting
Our next club general meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, 3
July starting at 8:00 AM, at
Deer
Valley
Airport
Restaurant (just one mile north
of I-101 at the intersection of 7th
Ave & Deer Valley Road). We
hope you will come early and
have breakfast together.
The next club points tournament
will be at Lake Bartlett on 17
July 2013. Club launch
headquarters and weigh-in
location will be announced.
Tournament hours are Safe
Light to 11 AM - Special
Summer Hours.

again sometime. It looked to
me as if everything went
really smooth at the launch
and the weigh-in. A tip of the
hat to the entire crew and a
special thanks to Gary
Martlage for directing traffic
on that little dogleg ramp in
the dark.
Hal Hensey: It was a
pleasure to fish with Paul
Cormany and learn much
about fishing techniques. I
even helped bring fish to the
scale which made my trip
even more interesting. I
caught my fish drop shotting
with Morning Dawn Robo
Worms and I even tried a
Texas rig with power worms
without much success. I really
enjoyed this lake, it's
beautiful.

Mike Edgar & John
Belden Find a Big One
for 2nd Place
In Second Place the team of
Mike Edgar & John Belden
weighed five bass for a total
weight of 14.10 lbs. Thanks to
Mike’s 6.24 lb bass the team
also won 2nd Place Big Fish
honors.
Mike Edgar commented: Two
months in a row I was drawn
to fish with Doc. We said lets

make that two wins in a row.
My son Shane took me pre
fishing for Fathers Day. Shane
was messing around with frogs
and some shad bait, and
caught lots of small fish. At
9:00 am I told Shane "We
need to find some big fish for
me" He got out the magic drop
shot and went to work. In 2
hours and 15 minutes his best
5 went 15 pounds. He did the
same thing for me last year for
our Saguaro tournament but I
was not able to make it work
on tournament day. Hopefully
this year would be different.
On tournament day, I started
throwing a jig, and Doc threw a
drop shot on a flat by the
Snags at first light. I picked up
2 fish pretty quickly on the jig.
Around 6:30 I got out the
magic drop shot rig and
started fishing up the lake from
the buoy line across from the
Snags fishing at the same spot
where Shane caught a 5
ponder on Sunday. I made 2
or 3 casts and hooked a nice
fish (6.24 lbs to be official) and
I thought I had caught Shane's
fish. We continued on down
the bank catching and culling.
Doc would catch a couple (he
has a magic drop shot rig also)
I would catch a couple.
We moved over to the flats by

The Rules
By Gary Grimes
ARTICLE 10: BOAT INSPECTION. Each boat will be inspected
by a designated tournament official at the start of each day of
the tournament. If a boater contestant arrives late and the
tournament has already started they must find the tournament
director on the lake to have their live wells inspected before
competing in the tournament. Failure to complete a live well
check will result in a Disqualification (DQ).
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Ship Rock where I caught one
on the jig. At 9:30 or so we
went back to the 6 pound spot;
Doc made 1 or 2 casts and
caught a nice one. We now
had a good limit, but we felt we
needed one more 3 plus fish. I
started seeing activity at 20
feet on the graph and tossed
the jig out in front of the boat. I
will not tell the whole story of
the one that got away, other
than Doc was on the deck with
the net as we saw our 3 plus
simply come unhooked - it
would not be Two-Peat in a
row after-all. We gave it a
great try.
Thanks Doc, I had a great time
I have to say thanks to my son
Shane for the help pre fishing
and Christen for setting me up
with a great jig. Congrats to
Paul and Hal for 1st place and
Steve for the 5 pound pot.
Doc Belden added: Again, it
was my pleasure to fish with
Mike Edgar. Mike had told me
that the bite was mainly drop
shot; however, when we

started fishing he went
immediately to the jig. Mike
was very successful with his jig
and I caught a number of good
fish on the drop shot. We had a
limit of bass by 7:00 am and
continued to cull throughout
the day.
Mike caught our big fish on a
jig and had the tournament
winning fish on the line but he
jumped the string and was able
to spit the jig. That fish would
have upgraded us by at least a
pound, but that's fishing.
Overall we had a great day,
and Mike is a great partner.
This is our second time fishing
this year; so unfortunately, we
can't be drawn together again.
We probably boated over 30
fish but they were all clones
between 1 ½ - 2 pounds. We
needed one more kicker to win
but, unfortunately, it just didn't
happen. Again, it was a great
day and I had a blast.

Team Steve Cook &
Chuck Golden Win 3rd
Place and the 5 lb Pot
Team Cook & Golden
weighed five bass for 13.78
pounds and took home Third
Place honors. Thanks to
Steven’s 6.25 lb bass the team
also won 1st Place Big Fish
honors and the 5 lb Pot.
Steve Cook: First of all I want
to say what a great time I had
fishing with Chuck. He is a
gentleman and a scholar plus
he can fish too!
All the fish we weighed in - but
one - were caught on one
stretch of bank two hundred
yards long. They were caught
on drop shot rigs and Morning
Dawn seemed to be the most
productive color. We did catch
a couple on a Carolina rig. For
some reason our bite seemed
to be after the sun hit the water
and lasted only about two

2nd Place
Doc Belden & Mike Edgar

Membership
As of June 21, 2013 the
Midweek Bass Anglers of
Arizona consists of 79 active
members.

“George lives and breathes bass fishing.
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hours then it was a struggle. I
think we only caught seven fish
total. We were fortunate to get
the big one but we “wanted to
keep it close” with .01 lbs to
spare, sorry Doc and Mike,
(that might cost me on my next
visit). P.S. I like the new weighin procedures with the
numbered bags and great job
on the weigh-in to the weigh-in
crew!

3rd Place
Steve Cook & Chuck Golden

Chuck Golden added: Steve
and I started the day where we
had some success on Tuesday
-- up in the canyon past the no
wake buoys (Steve landed a
monster up there on Tuesday
and we had other good ones
as well). We were throwing
drop-shot rigs with Robo
worms (various colors) and not
getting even a nibble. After a
couple of hours of nothing, we
moved down to another spot
where we had some luck the
day before - around Ship Rock.
We threw Carolina rigs. I
caught the first fish to get us on
the board using a Zoom
Double Ringer worm. Steve
followed up with another using
a craw. After a while we went
back up to the canyon. The
sun was now on the bank and
that was the same conditions

that existed on Tuesday when
we had our luck. We started
throwing our drop-shots again
and Steve hooked into
something big. After a long
fight on light tackle, we got the
big fish in the boat (high fives
all round). We continued along
that stretch of bank for the rest
of the day with the drop-shots
catching the rest of our limit
and culling a couple. Now for
the color worm used (Terry
insisted on details) -- 6 inch
Morning Dawn with the
chartreuse tipped tail - all of
them - even the ones we
caught in practice so in this
case anyway pre-fishing paid
off.
I want to thank Steve for a
great couple of days on the
water. He is great to fish with
and great to just be around.
Who knew that a guy that
spent so much time in Alaska
could actually catch fish in the
desert!

Asmus & Jacobson Take
Goon Fish Prize
Brian Jacobson commented:
Our day started out with us
making a run almost to the no
wake buoys. Gary had a plan.
When we arrived at our
destination there were 3 boats
already there from the evening
or that left prior to our group
launching so we knew it had to
be the right spot. Gary turned
on the graphs and we saw tons
of fish. We were using spoons
and it didn’t take long and I
caught one. Praise God….we
were on the board with a goon
fish! It was a tiny Yellow Bass. I
joked with Gary that I couldn’t

believe that he let me swing
that ½ lb Yellow Bass into the
boat like that without using the
net. We continued to use the
spoons and Gary caught
several more Yellow Bass (one
of them our 1.09 lb weigh-in
Goon Fish) and I believe I
caught one more. We decided
to change tactics because it
wasn’t goon fish that we were
after; however, at the end of
the day it’s what gave us a
check.

Goon Fish
Brian Jacobson & Gary Asmus
[Goon Gish not shown]

Loved fishing with Gary; it’s
always a pleasure to fish with
him. I really enjoy fishing with
our club. I thank the Lord for
the opportunity He has given
us to get together as a group at
various lakes throughout the
year. We share tricks of the
trade, have a little competition,
and develop great lifelong
relationships. We are all part of
an amazing organization with
Midweek Bass.
Tournament Statistics
Twenty-Seven men fished 6
hours each, bringing 64 keeper
bass to the scales for a total
weight of 132.14 pounds with a
4.89 pound average total catch
per fisherman. The average
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weight of each fish was 2.06
lbs. All fish were released back
into the lake after weigh-in to
fight again another day.

Weighing-In
By Jack Hughes
Tmx Director

The 2014 season is rapidly
approaching and soon permit
applications will be due. This
year appears to be a turning
point because permits for the
first time will not be just rubber
stamped because we fish on
Wednesdays. Proposed
regulations appear to be
heading for a limit on the
number of tournament bass
fishing boats allowed on a lake
each week. Wednesday fishing
will no longer be protected
because the weekly number of
boat count is part of the week’s
allocation. I want to emphasize
this regulation is NOT in affect
at this time but is being
considered for 2014 at some
locations in Arizona. The basic
reason is simple, an increasing
population of people that own
water craft and they want to
also use the lakes. The results
of this policy, already being
implemented in California, has
shown up in Arizona by a
number of California clubs
asking for permits in Tonto
National Forest and other
locations.
I have heard from a number of
members on the proposed
2014 schedule. The current
trends are: when we fish away
from the valley (Havasu,
Roosevelt and Martinez)
members are asking for a day

and half tournament (fish
standard hours on Tuesday and
up to noon on Wednesday) with
the same partner both days.
Another clear trend is members
want to go where we can all
have a chance of catching a
limit of fish with excellent
weights. It is very clear
members do not want to fish
lakes where the chances of
catching a limit are slim and
they do not want five fish that
come in under 10 pounds. That
makes Havasu, Apache,
Roosevelt and Martinez very
popular with most of the
members I have heard from.
The other almost unanimous
choice is two back-to-back
tournaments at Apache in April
on Tuesday and Wednesday,
with two separate one day
tournaments and draw for
partners on each day. Like I
said in the beginning this is the
trend from members I have
heard from so if you have an
opinion on the 2014 schedule
please let me know. The board
of directors is trying to decide
what the majority of member’s
desire not just the few we have
heard from before we make our
decision and recommendations.
As you all know our Alamo fall
tournament is looking very
doubtful due to extremely low
water. This condition is brought
about due to a court case which
resulted in Alamo being
restricted to a maximum of 10%
of total capacity. When other
lakes lose 6-8% of capacity
they are still fishable. When
Alamo loses 6-8 % it becomes
a mud hole with very little water
and unfit for tournaments. Your
board of directors has been
watching Alamo very closely

and getting as many forecasts
as possible and none of them
look good for our fall
tournament. I have been
contacting other lakes on the
possibility of obtaining a permit
so the board knows what
options we have before we
make a decision. Just so you
all know I would say the odds
are 90% we will not fish Alamo
again this year. This is not final
but I wanted all of you to know
what is happening.
Roosevelt as most of you know
has an ever increasing
population of Gizzard Shad
reaching up to 8 inches in
length. The last few years of
high water and increased size
of
Roosevelt
lake
(approximately 500 acres
flooded before the current draw
down, more than ever before)
with most of the new flooded
areas in very dense structure
that has allowed the numbers
of Gizzard Shad to increase in
exponential numbers. It is not
known if the bigger shad eat
the smaller bass fry or just
starve them out in the
competition for plankton.
Arizona Fish and Game is
aware of the problem and is
taking steps to reverse this
phenomenon as soon as they
can identify the best solution. I
have been told they are also
holding discussions with Texas
Fish and Game on controlling
Gizzard Shad which Texas has
had excellent results in
controlling. They have also met
with the Tonto Basin Economic
Council and will be holding
another meeting to brief their
plan on how to control the
Gizzard Shad in Roosevelt.
Also under consideration is the
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possibility of introducing Texas
strain largemouth bass like they
did at Apache a few years ago.
Dwayne Steel, a member of our
club, is a representative of the
Tonto Basin Economic Council
and will keep us informed.
We have been notified by Tonto
National Forest Management
the off limit area is now the
same for all tournaments held
within TNF. The off limit rules for
all tournaments held within
Tonto National forest are: “No
fishing within 100 feet of all
docks, slips, refueling areas,
marked swimming areas and all
areas marked with signs no
fishing or trespassing signs”.
Finally, congratulations to Jeff
Mabry. Tonto Basin Ranger
District has asked for a plaque
for permanent display in their
Visitor’s Center featuring Jeff
and his 8.75 pound largemouth
c a u gh t d u r i n g o u r l a s t
tournament at Apache. Jeff’s
plaque will be the second plaque
from the club to be displayed.
The first was Paul Cormany’s
plaque with his 11.34 pound
lunker from last year. The
plaque will be presented during
the September joint meeting of
Fish and Game and the Tonto
Basin Economic Council and
both agencies are planning to
release newspaper stories and
place it on the Fish and Game
web site at that time.

Tech Tips
Electrician’s
tape
for
emergency repairs: Carry
some electrician’s tape with you
when you go fishing and keep it
handy. If you knock the

transducer off the bottom of
your trolling motor on a rock,
you can always tape it back
on with the tape and go back
to fishing. The impulses from
the fish finder will shoot
through the tape and will also
be picked up by the
transducer again. Make sure
when
you
tape
the
transducer to the trolling
motor, you tape it as straight
down as possible. It’ll get you
through a day of fishing.
Going against the grain for
late-summer bass: Hot
summer, fish deep – that’s
the standard game plan for
most bass fishermen, but
every once in a while
somebody proves that it
doesn’t always work that
way.
In any lake, there’s always a
large population of bass that
live super-shallow all year.
From now until the middle of
September, you probably can
catch a good stringer of bass
on ledges, but sooner or later
they’re going to burn you.
Always check the shallow
fish, no matter how hot and
sunny it is. It might not be the
best pattern, because the
baitfish aren’t shallow – but
then again, it might be the
main event.
Fish the transitional water
between the ledges and the
big bays or coves. Hit the
points and shoreline with
topwater lures. If you get
around bluegill beds – which
you’re liable to find during
any of the warm months –
fish topwater lures that mimic
bream. If the wind gets up, hit

the banks and points on the
windy side with swimbaits or
spinnerbaits. There doesn’t have
to be any cover; just watch for
baitfish breaking on the surface
as bass come up under them.
Then put your trolling motor
down and start covering water.
Upsize trebles for surer hook
sets When fishing crankbaits
and the fish seem to be just
slapping at the lure and missing
the hooks, upsize the back
treble from, say, a No. 6 to a No.
4. A lot of times fish are sluggish
and will just nip at a lure or
barely get hooked on the front
treble. Having a bigger treble on
the back gives you a better
chance for a solid hookup, either
because the fish latches on
there, or it gets hooked there
during the fight. It’s a good idea
to start the season out with
smaller crankbaits and then use
larger ones as the year
progresses. The rationale is to
match the size and color of the
actual forage available at the
time you are fishing.
Moon Phases: Experience
says, fishing tends to be better,
sometimes great, on the three
days before and after a full
moon and the new moon.
Sometimes there will be an
especially strong bite on the
days before or after, and
sometimes for the entire period.
However, weather fronts can
completely cancel out the
expected advantage of a good
moon. Stable weather is
probably a stronger advantage,
but when there is stable weather
and a good moon it can be
gangbusters fishing.
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Photo Scrapbook Lake Saguaro June 19, 2013
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PRESIDENT
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Gary Grimes

623-203-7436

SECRETARY

Lou Hirlemann
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Terry Tassin

623-931-1546

John Milkint

480-298-0728
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Jack Hughes
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Committee / Chairmen
PROGRAMS
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Lou Hirlemann

Terry Tassin

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE Jack Hughes-Chairman
Gary Grimes, Terry Tassin, Lou Hirlemann, John Milkint
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Lou Hirlemann
CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE - Vacant

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at: http://www.midweekbassaz.com/

Welcome to New
Midweek Bass Anglers
Since the Last Newsletter

Official Supplier of

No New Members Since
Last Bass Bites
Sound Off
Let us hear from you. The newsletter is your Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
Apparel
vehicle for communicating and sharing with cap can orderClub
directly from our provider - M & J
other members.
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
IndividualsArizona.
wishing See
to purchase
a club shirt or
Glendale,
their ad above.
Many of you have things to say, opinions to cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
share.
Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.

Contact the Editor who would be delighted to
hear from you.

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday
Born in July
Tom Berry
Ricky Boehm
Dick Kirberg
Gary Martlage
Keith Zimmerman

Midweek Bass Anglers 2013
Tournament Schedule

16 January
20 February
20 March
17 April
14 May
15 May
19 June
17 July
21 August
18 September
16 October
20 November

Roosevelt
Bartlett [ Cnxl]
Havasu
Alamo
Apache [Feb resked]
Apache
Saguaro
Bartlett
Saguaro
Roosevelt
Martinez
Alamo

