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President’s
Perspective
by Dave Rice

I just talked to Terry and he
told me about the Apache
tournament. It sounds like
there was a lot of quality fish
caught. I am glad to see Mark
Poe finally hang onto that big
one. I can't wait to see the
Bass Bites picture. I am glad
everyone had a good time
even though the wind was
blowing and the weather
wasn't the best. Looking
towards that area from here in
Phoenix it appeared that you
all had quite a weather system
move through. Looks like
everyone caught fish and the
wind wasn't really enough of a
factor to mess up the
tournament. I am glad to hear
you cut it short one hour due to
the weather; the last hour
would have been a little windy.

and the sleeping temperatures
were great. There isn't much
more I can add because of not
being there but I am glad it
went well.

EDITOR: TERRY TASSIN

also won the Super Pot option.

Okay I hope to see you all at
the next meeting at Bill
Johnson's on the 1st of June.
Also I hope to make the next
tournament for sure.
Stay safe!

Lake Apache
May 18, 2011
by Terry Tassin

Except for the dirty, rough ride
to and from the lake and the
wind on tournament day,
Apache Lake was great!
Camping out and the Tuesday
night cookout were enjoyable
as usual. Fishing for me turned
out pretty good with 15 bass in
the boat on spinner baits and
cranks. But enough about me,
lets get on to the “real
catching” reports.

1st Place
Mark Poe & Butch Nessline

In Second Place the team of
Jeff Martineau & Bob Brewer
finished with 13.67 lbs for their
five bass.

Jeff provided this tidbit of
information on how the catching
went for his team on tournament
day. “I pre fished on Tuesday,
and found most of my fish to be
on main lake structure like
points, and secondary points
and some fish habitat. I didn't do
a lot of hook setting that day so
it seemed like the bites were few
I am sorry I missed the
and far between. I didn't feel any
Mark Poe & Butch Nessline confidence in the river or the
tournament but it sounds like
Win in a ‘Breeze’
you all had a good time. I hear
dam area due to the lack of
the cookout went well as usual
The First Place team of Mark bites I had there. On tournament
Poe & Butch Nessline day, Bob and I stuck with the
Monthly Breakfast Meeting
weighed the winning creel of areas where I had found some
Bill Johnson’s Big Apple
five bass weighing 18.32 lbs. activity the day before. We
Restaurant
This weight included the 1st caught a small limit on Rattle
16810 N. 19th Ave, Phoenix, AZ Place Big Bass and 5 lb Pot Traps in the first thirty minutes.
1st Wednesday of each
winning 8.64 lb bass. The team The shad were spawning on this
month 8:00A.M.

“We Practice Catch and Release”
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steep bank and the bass would
hit the trap on the fall. Bob
caught our first decent fish on a
Senko. All the early action
gave
us
some
good
momentum to go and upgrade
the rest of the day. We went to
a brush pile I like to fish and
caught two more fish over two
pounds to cull two more
fourteen inch fish. A Texas
rigged trick worm caught those.
We then just started running
banks from outside stuff into
the backs of cuts. We were
catching a lot of fish on the
outside, but it seemed that our
big bites were coming on a jig
more towards the back of cuts.
These areas were a bit more
sheltered and more conducive
to spawning. We stuck with
that the rest of the day and
continued to upgrade with
some good quality fish. It’s nice
to see Apache coming back
strong. I can't imagine how
much better it could have been
without the full moon, the

Next Meeting
Next Tournament
Our next club general meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, 1
June starting at 8:00 AM, at Bill
Johnson’s Big Apple Restaurant,
16810 N. 19th Ave (just south of
Bell Road on 19th Ave on the
west side of the avenue). We
hope you will come early and
have breakfast together.
The next club point tournament
will be a day event at Lake
Pleasant on 15 June 2011. Club
launch headquarters and weighin location will be announced.
Modified Tournament hours are
Safe Light to 11 AM due to the
heat.

dropping water, and the major
front blowing through. Lesson
learned: You can't win without
a kicker!”

would like to thank the club
members for making me feel
very welcome. I absolutely had
a blast and look forward to
future club events.
It was my first time fishing on
Apache Lake so I didn’t know
what to expect. While I was EPrefishing (researching
information about the lake
online), Dwayne Steel was out
there putting it together.

2nd Place
Jeff Martineau & Bob Brewer

Bob Brewer said, “Fishing with
Jeff is such a pleasure; he
does his homework, plans his
day accordingly, and has the
ability to make changes when
he sees a pattern emerging. I
spent the day, at times,
hanging on to the rear butt seat
for dear life, playing with jigs
(which brought back some fond
memories), and catching some
fish that were in the wrong
place at the wrong time! It's
great to spend a day on a lake
with someone who really
knows the water, and more
importantly, what's under it.
And Jeff, I checked with an
'indisputable source' (in other
words the old Air Force guy I
knocked a few back with) and
the name of the place was
Waterdog. Next month I'll be
fishing with the folks in the
memory unit! Thanks for a
great day.”
Team Dwayne Steel & Tai
Au weighed five bass for 12.87
pounds and took home Third
Place honors.
Tai Au commented, “First off, I

After hooking up with Dwayne,
he said he had found a pattern
fishing shallow using
crankbaits and jigs. He had
already eliminated the back of
coves targeting rocky
shorelines and points. We
made a short run up river and
fished a bluff on the north side
of the lake working our way
back. While Dwayne fished
running his pattern, it was safe
to say that I was prefishing and
fishing at the same time
throwing
spinnerbaits,
dropshotting Robos, Senkos,
cranks, jigs, wakebaits, and
swimbaits without any luck. It
didn’t take long for Dwayne to
hook up with a keeper on a
crank. We had three keepers in
the boat before we left for the
second spot.
Shortly after pulling up to our
second spot near the launch
ramp, I hooked up with a
keeper using a dropshot
loaded with a morning dawn
Robo Worm. A few minutes
later, Dwayne hooked up with
one on his first cast with a
finesse jig that he made. That’s
when I noticed that most of our
fish had beat up jaws from
eating on crayfish. We decided
that jigs were our best bet and
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threw them for the rest of that
day.

3rd Place
Dwayne Steel & Tai Au

The two best baits I used to
try to keep up with Dwayne
were a Yamamoto Flappin
Hawg and a jig made by
Pepper Custom Baits both in
green pumpkin.
Dwayne used a jig that I’ve
never seen before and he
caught three fish to my one. All
I can tell you is that I’m picking
some up from him at his shop
188 Tackle. He mentioned that
he makes and sell them. I can’t
tell you exactly what color it
was because it’s very unique,
you’ll have to see it for
yourself.

bass limit. They also take
home the Goon Fish prize for
an 22.30 lb Carp.

Tackle store so we kept the
money in the club.

Bob Jolley telling about his
and Lew’s day on the water
said, “Lew and I pre-fished on
Tuesday for about five hours
and we caught six nice bass,
all in the Apache dam area.
We felt the fishing was good
enough to start there on
tournament day. On Tuesday
we caught our fish on a Deep
Little N, a Frenzy crank bait, a
spinner bait and a Senko.

Things slowed down for us
until 9:00 o'clock and all of a
sudden the bite turned on and
Lew caught five nice bass on a
Red Eye Shad and I caught
three on a drop shot with a
Bold Bluegill 6” Robo worm.
This all happened in about 40
minutes and then the bite
slowed way down, but we did
manage to cull a couple of
more bass before the end of
the tournament.

On Wednesday we fished all
day in the dam area and we
caught approximately 25 bass
and one 'big mama' carp. Lew
started us off with three keeper
bass on a Deep Little N in the
Sexy Shad color and then I
caught our big bass (3.77 lbs.)
on a Deep Little N in the
Splatter Bass color. Lew had
me buy a couple of these lures
after we pre-fished on
Tuesday. It was worth the
$4.99 I paid for them and I
bought them at Dwayne's 188

4th Place
Lew Southard & Bob Jolley

Our total catch for the day was
around 30 fish. The morning
started out slow but we got on
fish consistently throughout the
day.”
The 4th Place Team of Lew
Southard & Bob Jolley
weighed 12.45 lbs with a five

Membership
As of May 20, 2011 the
Midweek Bass Anglers of
Arizona consists of 80 active
members.

“Did you whittle that plug from a broom handle, DJ?”
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Right after the 9:00 o'clock
frenzy ended we moved close
to the dam where I thought I
had hooked a world record
bass. It turned out to be a
humungous carp which jumped
completely out of the water.
Lew and I looked at each other
and we simultaneously said
oooh s***. Lew grabbed the net
and I told him I didn't think we
would need it for awhile, go
take a break and have some
lunch. I caught the carp on my
drop shot rig which has 10#
braid with an 8# fluorocarbon
leader. The fish had her (his)
way with me for 20 minutes
and when she finally came to
the surface Lew got her head
and part of her body in the net
and I grabbed the tail and we
both hauled her 22+ lbs in the
boat. I use a Modified Albright
knot to join the braid with the
fluorocarbon on my drop shot
rig and it didn't fail. This knot is
actually easier to tie and is
stronger than the double UniKnot.

Goon Fish Pot Winner
Bob Jolley
That’s some Carp!

Lew was great to fish with and
as always he was willing to
share his fishing knowledge. I
always learn something new
when I fish with Lew. He was
very unselfish, very patient

while I was battling the carp
and he worked his butt off
keeping the boat under control
in the high winds and keeping
us on the fish. It was a fun day,
we caught a lot of fish and we
won a few bucks which was a
bonus.”
The 5th Place Team of Rick
Brown & John Milkint
weighed 12.35 lbs with a five
bass limit.
Rick had the following
observation on the day’s
fishing; “John and I got to
prefish together on Tuesday,
and like most of us, it was not
very productive. We had
managed to put 5 fish together
from all over the lake. The only
thing they had in common was
that they came in 5 to 10 ft of
water and they all had sores on
their mouths - I assume from
digging for crawdads. So
basically without any real spots
to hit on Wednesday, we just
went out and fished. I pretty
much threw a jig up tight to the
bank all day and John was
throwing a Shaky Head Worm.
It probably wasn’t until 7:30
before I caught our first fish; a
nice 3 lb smallmouth then in
about 30 minutes a 3.5 lb
largemouth came to the net.
We were feeling pretty good at
this point, until we lost our next
two fish right at the boat. Of
course we blamed it on the
WIND! We did manage a limit,
and I am glad to see almost
everyone else did also. After
poor prefishing for everyone, I
think the consensus was that
half of the boats would not
come in with a limit. Either the
"fishing" got better, or "we" did.
Hmmm, that's a tough one.”

5th Place
Rick Brown & John Milkint

John Milkint added, “As a co
angler, I had the opportunity to
prefish with Rick Brown on
Tuesday and also for the
tournament. Our pre fishing
really did not identify a pattern
that gave us a lot of
confidence, but we did have a
plan ‘A’. We had caught two
bass in an area up stream and
started our day at that spot.
The plan failed to produce any
fish so we then went to plan
‘B’, which took us in sight of
the dam and worked the
shoreline with Texas rigged
plastics and jig plastics. The
most successful lure was an
imitation crawfish which Rick
was using and did the
yeoman’s task of getting our
limit. Before we left the dock
we figured 12 pounds would
win the tournament because of
our struggles in pre fishing. We
felt pretty good going to the
weigh in with 12 pounds plus.
Well we were wrong as a 5th
place finish proved.
It was the first time I drew Rick
as a partner, and as always I
learn something from everyone
I have had a chance to fish
with. He was a great partner
with the exception that he
forgot to bring his Danish on
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the boat for our snack, but he
blamed it on me since I parked
the truck and they were in the
cab. He was a master at
making it my fault. Oh well, I
didn't need the extra calories.
The
most
amazing
observation is that Rick doesn't
use a seat or a butt seat when
fishing. Running the trolling
motor in the wind gusts we had
on the lake with nothing to lean
on all day was an amazing
thing. He is truly a man's man,
or maybe just a little crazy. The
good news is that he did
provide a seat for his co
angler. Thanks Rick.”
The 2nd Place Big Fish pot
went to the team of Gary
Grimes & Howard Thomas for
their 4.89 lb bass.

fish in the first 2 hours till Gary
put us on his secret under
water point where we picked
up 3 in the first hour we were
there and they all came on jigs.
When that well went dry we
crossed the lake from the
launch ramp and started
catching a bass every time we
would come to a point. On that
side of the lake they were
eating crank baits. All in all it
turned out to be alright and
thank you Gary for showing me
a new knot and fishing from a
great boat.
Statistics for the tournament:
42 men fished 9 hours each,
bringing 104 keeper bass to
the scales for a total weight of
219.73 pounds with a 5.26
pound average per fisherman.
All but two fish were released
back into the lake after weighin to fight again another day.

Weighing-In
By Clay Lippincott, Tmx Dir

2nd Place Big Bass
Gary Grimes & Howard Thomas

Well guys the tournament
seemed to go well. I know you
have already heard about the
great ‘catching’ that took place
during the event, so I will just
remark on the weigh-in.

Howard said, “Another great
tournament under our belt.
Other than a lot of wind the
fishing was ‘finer than frog’s
hair’, except pre-fishing where I
got skunked. I didn’t expect to
come up with 2nd big fish but
Gary put me on the money and
I was able to make us some
money from that $1,000,000
pot. HA - don’t hold your
breath. Tournament day
started out slow as we had no

At last month’s Alamo
tournament we discovered that
our ‘bump’ tanks had become
unusable and needed
replacement. I had thought
about this situation for some
time and came up with the
single tank system you saw in
use at the Apache weigh-in. It
seemed to work very well and I
hope you enjoyed the ability to
pump water back into your
bags before transporting your

fish back to the lake. Every one
was very courteous during the
weigh-in, waiting patiently in
line, and not blocking the
weigh-in area or blocking the
view of bystanders. Thanks to
you all and let’s keep up the
good work. It is important that
an open area be kept around
the weigh-in table to allow the
best viewing by bystanders
and those who have completed
weighing their catches. One
last thing; please remember,
as soon as you get your fish
back in the bag to stop at the
photo location so Terry can
take your Team picture. Also,
we ask that bystanders stay
clear of the photo area so the
confusion can be kept to a
minimum.
See you next month at Lake
Pleasant which will be the first
of our summer ‘modified’
tournament hours events. The
June and August events will
start at Safe Light and end at
11:00 AM so we can avoid the
hottest part of the day. The
July tournament will be a night
tourney with fishing from 5 PM
to 12 Midnight.

Option Pots
By Jerry Askam

5 lb Pot: Mark Poe won the
pot worth $240 with an 8.64 lb.
largemouth caught on
chatterbait. This makes it 3
tournaments in a row where a
5 lb bass was caught after
going almost a year without
one. Mark's fish was also the
biggest bass caught in club
history surpassing Jamie
Shaw's 7.48 lb. largemouth
caught at Lake Pleasant in
June of 2009. So the big bass
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record remains in Coolidge and
we Phoenix guys are going to
have to make an all out effort
to take it away in the upcoming
tourneys. Congrats on a great
catch Mark.
Goon Fish Pot: A number of
large Carp were weighed in but
Bob Jolley's 22.30 lb carp won
the pot worth $185. Bob caught
his fish on a drop shot with
light line leading to an epic
battle to land the fish with the
able netting assistance of
partner Lew Southard. The fish
was too big for the livewell and
was stowed in a storage
compartment. I believe this is
the biggest fish of any kind
caught and weighed in at a
club tournament. Congrats Bob
and Lew.
Super Pot: The wind blew, the
s@#$ flew and when it was all
over Mark Poe and Butch
Nessline won the tournament,
the Super Pot worth $195, 1st
Big Fish, and the 5 lb pot. I
guess they pretty much
"cleaned house". They take
home a total of $1023.
Congrats on a great tourney
Mark and Butch.

Bits & Pieces

before been to lakes where I
caught so many fish, the sheer
numbers are amazing.
I started my trip the first week
of July with a good friend of
mine and after about a six and
a half hour drive we arrived at
Lake McPhee which as about
ten minutes north of Cortez,
CO. We stopped to check into
our camping spot that was set
in the pines right on the edge
of the lake. We paid only $8
per night for a campsite with a
picnic table and electric hookups. There were also showers
and restrooms at the entrance
to the camp.
Lake McPhee is a big deep
canyon style reservoir with
steep banks and rock bluffs. It
is fed by three main creeks,
with one of the creeks breaking
off into three smaller
tributaries.
I had heard that the
smallmouth fishing was pretty
good here and I was definitely
not disappointed. We caught
approximately 200 Smallies
per day but they averaged only
about one pound a piece. We
did catch fish up to 4 pounds
but they were few and far
between.

By Daniel Elias

Southern Colorado Bass
Fishing
I want to change gears a little
this month and talk to you
about a few lakes I visited last
summer in southern Colorado.
The bass and pike that reside
in these lakes are truly an
untapped resource. I had never

I think there are two reasons
we caught so many fish. There
is an overpopulation of small
fish and there is almost zero
fishing pressure. If we were
lucky we saw two boats a day
and still only saw eight trailers
in the parking lot on a Saturday
afternoon. Every angler we
talked to was out targeting
trout or Koakane salmon and
many regarded smallmouth as

"junk fish".
We caught almost all of our
fish on three lures: Drop
shotting a 4" Robo worm,
throwing a weightless 4" Senko
in the rainbow trout pattern,
and twitching a small sinking
Rapala minnow. Throwing the
Rapala was probably the most
fun because not only could you
catch Smallies but you would
end up hooking into the
occasional trout or perch.
The second lake we fished
was Lake Narraguinnep. It has
a ridiculous name, but it's an
amazing northern pike fishery.
I'm guessing this lake is
roughly only 40 acres and we
never saw it on any map. It
was just downstream from
McPhee and we wouldn't have
even known it was there if the
camp host hadn't told us about
it.
We launched my bass boat off
of a simple gravel launch ramp
with no issues and immediately
dropped the trolling motor and
started fishing. After witnessing
many followers on various
baits in the clear water I made
the decision to start throwing a
5" hollow body swimbait.
Thankfully I had a lot of them in
the boat because I don't think I
ever went more than three
casts between fish and those
toothy pike sure know how to
tear up a swimbait. Between
the two of us we probably
caught 100 pike in only about
four hours of fishing.
Our next and last destination
in Colorado was Lake Vallecito
which was roughly an hour
northeast of Durango. I had

been told that in terms of
quality this was one of the best
pike fisheries west of the
Mississippi River and Vallecito
sure didn't disappoint. The ice
had just completely melted off
the lake about 3 weeks before
and just after launching I
caught a fat 4 lb smallmouth on
a jerkbait but never caught
another bass out of the lake.
We ran up lake to the shallow
grass flats at the mouth of the
river and caught about 30
small pike on jerkbaits, not the
giants I was expecting so we
made a run down lake near the
dam.
In the clear water I could see
some giant pike slowly
swimming around and honestly
they looked like huge
underwater logs. We caught a
few big ones, the biggest
weighing in at 19 lbs. I did see
one that I estimated to weigh
roughly 35 lbs. And after
casting my jerkbait about ten
feet in front of him I
experienced one of the most
vicious strikes I've ever felt. I
had this fish on for about a
minute before he came off and
when I reeled in I discovered
that the fish had pulled two of
the treble hooks completely off
the bait! That will be the last
time I go fishing for monster
pike with bass gear.
Before we headed home we
ran to a small tributary on the
east side of the lake and tied
on some small in-line spinners
on our trout rods. We caught
six rainbows that all weighed
between 2 and 4 pounds and
on the last cast of the day
before the sun went down my
friend caught an 8 lb brown

trout. What a day, and what a
trip!
If you're ever looking to get
away from the heat of the
summer try taking a trip to
southern Colorado. There are
many more places to fish that I
haven't been to and we passed
lakes and streams I never
knew existed as we drove from
McPhee to Vallecito. I have
heard that the river just below
Lake McPhee's dam has some
trophy rainbow trout in it. I
have been told that it is a catch
and release only area and you
can only use single barbless
hooks, so if you plan to fish it
make sure you bring
appropriate tackle.
If you plan on heading up
there to fish and you have any
questions feel free to ask me
and I will give you more
specific information.
Until next month...try to beat
the heat, and be safe on the
water.
MORAL OF THE STORY
A redneck with a bucket full of
live fish was approached
recently by a game warden in
Central Mississippi as he
started to drive his boat away
from a lake. The game warden
asked the man: "May I see
your fishing license please?"
"Naw, sir," replied the redneck.
"I don't need none of them thar
papers. These here are my pet
fish." "Pet fish?" "Yep. Once a
week, I bring these here fish
o'mine down to the lake and let
'em swim 'round for awhile.
Then when I whistle, they swim
right back into my net and I

take 'em home. "What a line of
baloney you're under arrest."
The redneck said: "It's the
truth, Mr. Gov'ment Man. I'll
show ya! We do this all the
time!!" "WE do, now, do WE?"
smirked the warden. "PROVE
it!” The redneck released the
fish into the lake and stood and
waited. After a few minutes,
the warden said: "Well?" "Well,
WHUT?" said the redneck. The
warden asked: "When are you
going to call them back?" "Call
who back?" "The FISH,"
replied the warden! "What
fish?" asked the redneck.
MORAL OF THE STORY IS:
We may not be as smart as
some city slickers, but we ain't
as dumb as some government
employees. You can say what
you want about the South, but
you never hear of anyone
retiring and moving north.
AND THAT’S HOW THE
FIGHT STARTED!
My wife and I were sitting at a
table at her high school
reunion, and she kept staring
at a drunken man swigging his
drink as he sat alone at a
nearby table.
I asked her, "Do you know
him?”
"Yes", she sighed, "He's my old
boyfriend, I understand he took
to drinking right after we split
up those many years ago, and
I hear he hasn't been sober
since."
"My God!" I said, "Who would
think a person could go on
c e l e b r a t i ng t h at l o n g ? "
And then the fight started….
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Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2011 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen
Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

David Rice

623-537-3651

SECRETARY

Lew Southard

602-320-9358

TREASURER

Terry Tassin

623-931-1546

Jerry Askam

480-473-2194

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR

Clay Lippincott

623-680-8471

Committee / Chairmen
PROGRAMS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Lew Southard

Terry Tassin

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE
To Be Determined
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Lew Southard
CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE - Vacant

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at: http://www.midweekbassaz.com/

Welcome to new
Midweek Bass Anglers
since the last newsletter:

Official Supplier of
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel

Tai Au (NB)
Brian Chambers (NB)
Tackle Box Sales!
Here is a spot in our newsletter for those
members who have "fishing related items" that
they would like to sell, trade, or give away.
Seller
Item
Price
Terry Tassin EZ-Troll Low Profile
Butt Seat (used once)
Cost new $150 asking = $100
Low profile seat with back rest, lean or sit and
rest your sore back while fishing. Narrow 9.5”
wide design.

Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
Club Apparel
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Trophies wishing
& Apparel,
10802a club
N. shirt
43rd orAve,
Individuals
to purchase
cap
Glendale,
Arizona.
See
their
ad
above.
can order directly from our provider - M & J
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.

Midweek Bass Anglers 2011
Tournament Schedule

Something to sell? Contact the Editor

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday

Born in June
Steve Bowlin
Doug Cunningham
Gary Grimes
Steve Harbaugh
Tony Medina
Dick Monell

19 January
23 February
16 March
20 April
18 May
15 June
20 July
17 August
21 September
19 October
16 November

Bartlett
Roosevelt
Havasu
Alamo
Apache
Pleasant (MH)
Bartlett (N)
Saguaro (MH)
Roosevelt
Alamo
Bartlett

