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President’s
Perspective
By Gary Grimes

Midweek
Bass
Anglers
enjoyed
another
fine
tournament this month at
Alamo Lake. As with last
month’s tournament, the bite
was especially tough, as the
weights will attest to, but it was
a great time nonetheless. I
think someone forgot to tell the
fish that fall fishing is supposed
to be better.
Alamo has got to be one of my
favorite club trips, probably
because
of
the
great
barbeque, and also in part due
to the milder temperatures
which allow us to sit around
and BS. There were a
surprising number of people
who came up on Monday, as
was evidenced by the 15 or so
who showed up at Jack’s place
for a fine lasagna dinner,
compliments
of
Dwayne
Steel’s wife. Tuesday most of
the participants were on the
lake in force, spending the
better part of a day covering

every inch of shoreline and
throwing every bit of tackle
they brought, all for the goal of
trying to find a pattern, which
turned out to be that the fish
did not want to participate in
our tournament.
The Tuesday night barbeque
was a success, we are
probably the only club in the
state that has the ability to
serve a 5 course meal at
Alamo; salad, potatoes, corn,
beans, and steak. As usual the
food was outstanding, thanks
to all who helped, especially
Gary Asmus for standing over
the hot grill while enduring the
warm afternoon sun. As
always, the company around
the dinner table was great. I so
enjoy seeing and talking to
everyone at our events. Good
Times.
Next month at Bartlett Lake,
be safe and see you there.

Lake Alamo
October 17, 2012
By Terry Tassin

Not only was it tough fishing
but the “No See Um’s” were
out in force in the evenings
Monthly Breakfast Meeting
leading up to tournament day! I
Bill Johnson’s Big Apple
cannot remember ever coming
Restaurant
th
16810 N. 19 Ave, Phoenix, AZ home from Alamo with so
many bites all over my old
1st Wednesday of each
body. I guess all that “donkey
month 8:00A.M.

EDITOR: TERRY TASSIN

dung” laying all over the ground
contributes to drawing the little
critters to bite us while we try to
sleep.
This was just about the worst
weight producing tournament at
Alamo the club has ever
experienced. I am very happy
that this will be the last ‘slot limit’
tournament on Alamo we will
fish as a club - the slot goes
away beginning in January
2013.
But enough about itchy
subjects; how did the winners
catch their fish this month.

Mike Edgar & George
Fuzfa Run The Lake To
Finish In First Place
Team Mike Edgar & George
Fuzfa weighed the winning creel
of five bass weighing 12.52 lbs.
2013 Club Officers Elected

The
following
club
members were re-elected
at the October meeting to
serve as officers of the
Midweek Bass Anglers of
Arizona for the year 2013.
President:
Gary Grimes
V. Presid: Lou Hirlemann
Secretary:
Terry Tassin
Treasurer:
John Milkint
Tmx Dir:
Jack Hughes

“We Practice Catch and Release”
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The team also won the prize
for the 1st Place Big Fish for a
nice 3.81 lb bass caught by
George.

1st Place
Mike Edgar & George Fuzfa

George reported for the team.
“Here is how it all went down.
First off I would like to thank
Mike Edgar. Without his
generosity and willingness to
explain and teach new
techniques (how and when to

Next Meeting
Next Tournament
Our next club general meeting
is scheduled for Wednesday,
7 November starting at 8:00
AM, at Bill Johnson’s Big
Apple Restaurant, 16810 N.
19th Ave (just south of Bell
Road on 19th Ave on the west
side of the avenue). We hope
you will come early and have
breakfast together.
The next club point
tournament will be a day event
at Lake Bartlett on 21
November 2012. Club launch
headquarters and weigh-in
location will be announced.
Tournament hours are Safe
Light to 3 PM.

throw buzz baits) I would not
have been on most of the fish I
caught. Anyone who gets him
as a partner pay attention, he
is a wealth of knowledge, even
though he is very humble and
will adamantly deny it. I would
also like to thank his son who
is a 14 year-old fishing prodigy.
Prior to the tournament Mike
and his son helped develop a
plan to get us on the fish and it
worked.
Our plan was simple. Take
advantage of the crisp cool air
in the morning and target
coves with a buzz bait (shad
colored). Here was the hard
part...keep fishing the buzz bait
and do not put it down. That
caught us our first 4 fish (1
over, 1 under and 2 slots). We
fished fast and hard all
morning. We then shot across
the lake to another cove and
fished the heck out of that. To
mix things up, I then caught
another 'over' on a dropshot on
a chunk rock bank. Mike
caught another (slot, culled) on
the buzz bait.
It was getting later in the
morning and I noticed the
topwater bite died. We just
happened to be in an area with
chunk rocks. Mike was retying
and I decided to throw a worm
and work it back. That was
when Momma stuck. At first I
thought I had caught a 'branch
fish' but it started to fight. I
slowly worked it back to the
boat and Mike netted it just in
time. Mike exclaimed that she
was just skin hooked at the top
of the mouth. Catching the big
fish was a complete team
effort. That culled out our
under. We then focused on

fishing deep points.
While Mike was eating a PB&J
sandwich in one hand and
bumping a small jig in another
our 4th 'over' hit. He set the
hook with one arm! We then
ran up river and threw our
tackle boxes at the fish in the
brush and caught nothing. We
then decided to go back to
some coves we had yet to fish.
Mike got another non-cullable
slot fish on a buzz bait and
missed another one. Well that's
my story and I'm sticking to it.
Thanks again to Mike, his son
and to Midweek Bass for
putting on a very smooth, well
run tournament.”

Medina & Riddle
Finish 2nd
In Second Place the team of
Tony Medina & Jason Riddle
weighed five bass for a total
weight of 8.53 lbs. Thanks to
Jason’s 2.24 lb bass they also
take home 2nd Place Big Fish
honors.
Tony Medina reported, “We
started the tournament across

Have A Scary
Halloween!
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from the Cholla ramp fishing
points and coves. We caught a
few on blades early, but then
that bite ended, so we
switched to Senkos and I
caught our first over. As usual
we covered a lot of water,
switching baits back and forth.
We were catching mostly slot
fish.

2nd Place
Jason Riddle & Tony Median

Later in the day we moved
down to the dam end where
Jason caught our second over.
It was a great upgrade; we
swapped a seven incher for a
sixteen incher. What a deal! All
the fish we caught at the dam
came on drop shot rigs. I was
frustrated early in the morning
when I lost a nice ‘over’ on a
blade when I was trying to get
it out of some thick grass mat
when he came unbuttoned.

However, after I saw the final
results of the weigh-in, where
1st place with 12.52 lbs was
over five pounds more than our
second place 7.44 lbs, I did not
feel as bad about losing a
bass. Congratulations to Mike
and George for a great bag on
a really tough day on the lake.

Lake Bartlett in November.”

A special thanks to Dwayne
and Beverly Steel for providing
the great lasagna and side
dishes for those who showed
up on Monday evening. Not to
be outdone, the club cooks
outdid themselves with those
huge delicious steaks and side
dishes on Tuesday night.

Mike provided the following
recap of Team Brown/Self day
of fishing. “I had a great day
fishing with Rick Boehm.

It was the first time I had the
pleasure of fishing with Jason.
He was a great partner and I
hope to fish with him again in
the future. Again, as it seems
to be the blessing of Midweek
Bass, the weather was great
and everyone had a great
outing, I’m looking forward to

Team Ricky Boehm &
Mike Self Follow ‘Plan A’
and Win 3rd Place
Team Boehm & Self weighed
five bass for 5.97 pounds and
took home Third Place honors.

Rick had pre-fished the lake
on Tuesday so he had a Plan A
when we launched Wednesday
morning. We were boat 19 and
we watched as boat after boat
headed left at the start. We felt
we would have to go to Plan B,
but as we closed in on the
dam, we found our spot
unoccupied.
We began by throwing frog
baits, trying to pull fish from the
grass mats in the backs of

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Big Bass Prize
Jason Riddle is the winner
this month of the Sportsman’s
Warehouse prize of a $20 gift
card for the largest bass
weighed by a club member
pre-signed-up for this prize.
Jason’s biggest bass weighed
2.24 lbs.

“Once in a while an alligator will follow the lure
right up to the boat.”
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coves and cuts. I also tried a
Rapala Skitter Prop while Rick
continued with the frog, neither
of which produced a fish.

We headed for the weigh–in
having enjoyed a great day on
the lake trading stories and
having a good laugh along the
way, and it’s always nice to
finish in the money!
Thanks to Gary Grimes and
his team for a great steak fry
Tuesday night and to Lionel
Frailey for his camper
hospitality.”

3rd Place
Ricky Boehm & Mike Self

Rick decided we should move
back to the points of the cove
and there we began throwing
spinner baits looking for a
reaction bite. Rick switched to
a Creature Bait. We moved a
little further out to deeper
water, and I decided to switch
to a drop shot with a 6”
Morning Dawn w/Chartreuse
tail which began to work. Rick
switched to a drop shot as well
and before long we had 4 fish
in the well. We continued to
drop shot, trading-up slots and
unders – but unfortunately no
overs!
Rick switched to a Senko
rigged wacky style in the
afternoon, which he pitched to
the step walls across the lake
which paid off upgrading one of
our slots. With an hour left we
needed one more fish, either
an under or an over, to fill our
limit. Rick caught an under with
40 minutes left to go which
took the pressure off. We
continued to fish hoping to
upgrade, catching 2 or 3 more,
none of which helped.

Team Steel & Malnar
Reel In 4th Place

way. We caught most of the
fish on dropshot mainly off of
secondary points. As with most
everyone else most of them
were slots. I was using
Morning Dawn (which Jeff
considers a sissy bait but it
was working for me) and Jeff
was using a Salt River Craw
sometimes with a shaky head
and bait below on a double
Drop Shot setup. Later in the
day when the wind came up
Jeff did catch a couple on a
crankbait.”

The 4th Place Team of
Dwayne Steel & Ron Malnar
weighed four bass for 5.78 lbs.
No fishing report was received
prior to newsletter print time.

5th Place
Jeff Mabry & Gordon Drake

Goon Fish Netted by
Alauria & Martlage
4th Place
Dwayne Steel & Ron Malnar

Team Jeff Mabry &
Gordon Drake Take 5th
Place With Drop Shots
The 5th Place Team of Jeff
Mabry & Gordon Drake
weighed 5.70 lbs and took
home the final ‘place’ money.
Gordon said, “I had a great
time fishing with Jeff and I
learned a few things along the

Tom Alauria commented,
“First, I've got to say that Gary
Martlage was a pleasure to fish
with. Although we finished ‘out
of the money’, we caught a lot
of slot fish on everything from
drop shots to jigs but we
weren't able to find any bass
over the slot limit to bring to the
scales.
However, we were able to
catch cat fish! In fact we had
two cats that together
outweighed our 5 bass. One
came on a crank bait and the
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other on a jig. I hope I get the
opportunity to fish with Gary
again. He's a very good
fisherman.”

had to invoke the ‘Tie Breaker’
rule to break a tie for 2nd place
big bass between Team Medina/Riddle and Team
Steel/Malnar for their matched
pair of 2.24 lb bass. The combination of second place and 2nd
big fish pays $420.
Third place of $172 goes to the
team of Ricky Boehm and Mike
Self.
The 4th place finishers of
Team Dwayne Steel and Ron
Malnar cash in for $86.

Goon Fish Pot Winners
Tom Alauria & Gary Martlage
and Friend

Statistics for the tournament:
Forty men fished 9 hours each,
bringing 80 keeper bass to the
scales for a total weight of
97.89 pounds with a 2.45
pound average catch per
fisherman. All fish were
released back into the lake
after weigh-in to fight again
another day.

Treasure Chest
By John Milkint. Treasurer

Splitting $58 is the 5th place
team of Jeff Mabry and Gordon
Drake.
Goon Fish prize was won by
Tom Alauria and Gary Martlage. That amount is $200.
Since no 5 lb Bass was caught
the prize of $205 rolls over to
the Bartlett tournament. Those
not entered at Alamo are unable to participate in the 5 lb
pot at Bartlett. If the pot is not
won at Bartlett there is a one
time opportunity to buy in for
the January tournament where
a member can back pay to enter the 5 lb pot for the 2013
tournament year.

This is the first tournament in a
Weighing-In
long time where a first place
By Jack Hughes, Tmx Director
team – in this case the team of
Mike Edgar and George Fuzfa also caught the big fish for the WHERE DID THE YEAR GO:
tournament. Mike and George It has been one year since I
was elected as your Tournasplit $624.
ment Director and it was a very
Tony Medina and Jason Rid- fast year where I learned a lot
dle, as second place finishers, from all of you.
also weighed the 2nd place big This year we had only one
fish. It's also been a while since team DQ (Disqualified) and I
that happened. In this case, we can honestly say that was

caused by an inaccurate dish
measuring device. Our club’s
success at keeping fish healthy
and returning them to the lake
is second to none.
Midweek Bass Anglers has
also received many accolades
over the year from such agencies as the National Forest Service, Arizona Game and Fish,
and this past week from the
manager of Alamo Lake. The
outstanding comments came
about not from one individual’s
actions but from the actions of
all the members collectively. As
most of you know it takes only
one “Aw damn” to wipe out six
“At-a-boys”. I am proud to say
we did not have that “Aw damn”
one time during the past year.
When I receive a call praising
the club it makes me very
proud of MBA and my association with the club and its members.
As most of you know I spent
21 years in Special Operations
and I can say I have been on
some very outstanding teams.
A few of those teams made national headlines in following our
Commander-in-Chief’s orders.
Those teams while in a different
environment were great and the
members would do whatever
they could to help their teammates. In my opinion the members of MBA club during this
past year have been as good
as any of those teams and
maybe even better for their collective actions, helping other
members and just being there if
needed.
I want to thank all of you and
list a few memories that come
to mind from 2012. I know I will
miss many members so forgive
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me up front if I do not mention
your name. For helping me
with all of the tournaments I
want to thank Mark Durben for
his working the bump tank,
Rich Lapointe and Ralph Skelly
for live well checks and Lou
Hirlemann for always being
there to fill in a vacancy. Rick
Brown for a great day on Roosevelt just fishing with no tournament involvement, and Tony
Medina for calling me monthly
to make sure I have not forgotten something and to ask why
a particular decision had been
made or not made.
Terry Tassin for all the admin
help throughout the year but
most of all for having the past
history of the club and making
sure I did not make mistakes
that were made in the past
once again. Gary Asmus for
always seeming to be there
when help was needed at a
tournament, Ricky Boehm and
Jason Riddle for giving me that
extra push and information that
more kids other than my grandchildren need help in learning
to fish and then going fishing.
Lionel Frailey for doing the club
raffle every meeting. Ernie Arvizu for just making everyone
feel better when he is around.
Sean Ballard for two of the
most fun days of fishing I ever
had back to back with his
young eyes on Lake Havasu
sight fishing. Jamie Shaw for
convincing me I needed to
learn how to jig fish (I have to
say I am still trying to learn but
in the process I have been
catching less fish but I still believe Jamie is right and there is
always 2013). Lou Hirlemann
for keeping me supplied with
jig heads and yes it is true

PETA is after me for leaving 50
pounds plus of lead jig heads
on the bottom of Arizona lakes.
Bob Jolley for always supporting the club in his own quiet
way. Gary Martlage for always
wanting to help and his positive
attitude. Paul Cormany for the
outstanding moment of seeing
an 11 pound 4 ounce bass
emptied into the bump tank at
Roosevelt and having the
pleasure of holding it up for all
the members to see and finally
to all of the members who
helped at the cookouts or just
sat around outside my trailer to
share their thoughts and experiences with all of us.
I would be very remiss if I did
not thank the members of the
board and especially our club
President, Gary Grimes, for all
of his support and a friendship
that grows every day. Gary
puts in many more hours than
club members realize, but his
real strength to the club is that
he is structured and disciplined
in his leadership. He is constantly researching other clubs
and not only those located in
Arizona, and then challenging
the board on how to make our
club better for all the members.
At every board meeting we
have had during 2012, Gary
reminds the board this is not
our club but the members club
and we are here to listen and
make the best decision we can
for all members.
Yes, it has been a very busy
and fast year. Next year will I
hope be even better for all of
us. Again I want to thank every
member for his support!
One last item again this year

various organizations are trying
to take away your right to fish
tournaments with new tactics
such as very high insurance
requirements, new restrictive
rules, and false accusations
against tournament fishermen.
Again this year permits for 2013
are very slow in being issued
due to these tactics. One new
tactic by PETA is high insurance and higher permit fees
and they actually convinced the
National Forest Service to require a higher insurance of
$1,000,000 for each tournament. The Congressional
Sportsman Committee had to
remind the NFS they do not set
fees but Congress does. I urge
all members to be active in supporting your rights to fish.

Bassin’ Basics
Baitfish Schools Ring Dinner
Bell for Fall Bass
As soon as the weather and the
water temperature begin to cool
off, the fish really start keying
on schools of baitfish rather
than bluegill or crawfish. Shad
and other baitfish will be concentrating and heading toward
the creeks and coves. Along
the way they’ll be trailed by
bass. Start watching for baitfish
schools and try fishing shallower water, or at least checking it for fish with baitfish imitators.
Buzzbaits, spinnerbaits, rattlebaits and topwaters in shad
patterns are some all-time fall
favorites. But remember, Alabama rigs will be coming into
their own soon. Where ever you
fish lakes, find where the most
baitfish schools are gathering
and stay with them. Bass won’t
be far away.
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Photo Scrapbook - Lake Alamo– October 17, 2012

Where is that 5 pounder!

Right size for hotdog bun!

Guess who?
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Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2012 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen
Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

Gary Grimes

623-203-7436

Lou Hirlemann

SECRETARY

480-272-0050

TREASURER

Terry Tassin

623-931-1546

John Milkint

480-298-0728

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR

Jack Hughes

480-510-7779

Committee / Chairmen
PROGRAMS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Lou Hirlemann

Terry Tassin

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE Jack Hughes-Chairman
Gary Grimes, Terry Tassin, Lou Hirlemann, John Milkint
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Lou Hirlemann
CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE - Vacant

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at: http://www.midweekbassaz.com/

Welcome to New
Midweek Bass Anglers
Since the Last Newsletter

Official Supplier of
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel

Joe Auksel (NB)
Ben Ruzmir (NB)
Tackle Box Sales!
Here is a spot in our newsletter for those Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
Apparel
members who have "fishing related items" that cap can orderClub
directly from our provider - M & J
they would like to sell, trade, or give away.
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.
Seller
Item
Price
Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Something to sell? Contact the Editor
Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.
Midweek Bass Anglers 2012
Tournament Schedule

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday
Born in the Month of November
Steve Cook
Mike Edgar
Dusty Mathis
Dave Roberts

18 January
15 February
21 March
18 April
16 May
20 June
18 July
15 August
19 September
17 October
21 November

Bartlett
Roosevelt
Havasu
Alamo
Apache
Pleasant (MH)
Bartlett (Night)
Saguaro (MH)
Roosevelt
Alamo
Bartlett

