
 

 The last couple of years the Midweek Bass 
Anglers have fished Alamo Lake in November, because it 
is a great time of year to camp. Unfortunately, the fishing 
has been so poor that we decided to change it up this 
year and move to October. In all honesty I did not see 
much of an improvement. The weekend prior to our 
Midweek event an 87 boat tournament was held, and only 
2 bags were over 10 lbs., so it was not just us having 
difficulties. We still caught fish, and many boats caught 
lots of fish, just no big fish. Oh well, that’s fishing. We 
certainly couldn’t have asked for better weather, it was 
cool enough at night to enjoy a campfire. 
 It was great to finally enjoy some group time 
together at the lake. The last Midweek sanctioned 
gathering was March 2020, so it has been awhile. We 
hosted a barbeque at the group use area on the Tuesday 
evening prior to the tournament. Just about everyone 
turned up, but this is normal for Alamo Lake. Gary 
Martlage and Greg Prather did a wonderful job preparing 
a menu of burgers, brats and homemade beans. Guys 
got their food and sat together at the Ramada tables and 
enjoyed their meals. It was a great time for sure. For 
those who stuck around, we had a huge and hot campfire 
that evening, all the while telling tall tales. 
 Tournament day began without a problem, which 
is always nice. I think we had 25 boats after the dust 
settled from all the pretournament changes due to 
drop/adds. It turned out to be a tough day on the water; 
hard to find any quality fish. The winning bag was caught 

by Jeff Mason and Tony Medina, congrats on the great 
teamwork and super bag. November brings us to 
Roosevelt Lake for the final tournament of the year; hope 
to see you all there. 
 

 

Team Jeff Mason & Tony Medina 
Win 1st Place Team Overall And 

1st Big Bass Prize 
 

Taking home 1st Place, Team Jeff Mason & Tony 
Medina brought to the scales the winning creel of five 
bass weighing 7.21 lbs. Thanks to Jeff’s 2.52 lb bass the 

team also won 1st Place Big Bass honors  
 

 Jeff Mason: Thanks again for a great job by the 
weigh-in crew as always, and to all the cooks and crew 
for the great cookout, burgers and brats, the best!  
 I had a great partner in longtime Midweek Bass 
club member Tony Medina. Tony and I pre-fished 
Tuesday and caught quite a few fish but no 2 pounders. 
We moved around quite a bit in the main part of the lake 
and found a drop shot, jig, and Texas rigged worm bite. 
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Being boat #1 certainly helped as we got to a point down 
a little ways toward the dam on the ramp side of the lake 
that I had started at in past tournaments. We had caught 
2 fish on 3 casts on Friday and left that area so we were 
hoping they would still be there for the tournament, which 
they were. Second cast I caught the Big Fish (2.52 lbs) on 
a Texas rigged 6" Robo MM III Fat worm, and then 
caught a drop shot fish with a MM III Robo worm. Those 
two fish made our final 5, then we moved to our second 
spot and I caught two smaller fish for fish 3 and 4. Then 
Tony took over, catching fish number 5 which made the 
final team bag. Tony culled the 2 other smaller fish with 
one coming at 2:30 for our final limit on a drop shot with 
the same Robo worm. I asked Tony late in the day how 

he thought we would finish, he said between 12th & 15th, 
so needless to say we were both greatly surprised to 
finish first. 
 

 Tony Medina: I was the fortunate co-angler to 
draw Jeff Mason for Alamo and it paid off, we made a 
good team. We prefished Tuesday and scoured the lake 
and tried our best offerings. Luckily Jeff was able to catch 
our Big Fish, 2.52 lbs. during Wednesday’s tournament 
that secured the Big Bass of the tournament and first 
place overall. We had a great outing and were lucky to 
win first place.  
 The low water level restricted some of us from 
fishing some of our good spots, but we were lucky 
enough to find our big fish and cull out all our rats, in spite 
of breaking the tip off of Jeff’s new rod on Tuesday.  
 

Kurt Crawford & Tom Savage 
Work West Side Of Lake For  

2nd Place Overall Finish  
 

In 2nd Place Team Crawford & Savage weighed five 

bass for a total weight of 7.14lbs.  
 

 Tom Savage: October has always been my 
favorite time of year; we had perfect weather for camping 
and fishing. I want to say thanks to Steve Grier and his 
wife Pat for hosting a great campfire and whiskey tasting, 
it was fun. It was nice to have our Tuesday night BBQ 
back. Greg Prather did another great job on the grill. 
Thanks Greg, and thanks to all that helped setup and 
cleanup.  
 Kurt Crawford and I were paired together for the 

Next Meeting - Next Tournament 

Our next club meeting for 2021 has 
been cancelled due to the Corona Virus 
situation. Pairings will be announced by 
email when completed. 
 
The next club points tournament is 

scheduled for Lake Roosevelt on 17 
November 2021.  Club launch 
headquarters and weigh-in location will 
be announced. Tournament hours are 

Safe Light to 3 PM.  

 

1st Place Jeff Mason & Tony Medina 

 

2nd Place  Kurt Crawford & Tom Savage 
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second time in a row. I had a great time fishing with Kurt 
at Roosevelt and Alamo. After prefishing Monday and 
Tuesday we decided that we would start the tournament 
on the west side of the lake toward the dam and fish rock 
structure in 15 to 25 feet of water. On tournament 
morning, Kurt decided to fish the same area but fish 
shallow in the sticks near the bank, with a fluke. It didn't 
take him long to put three fish in the boat with the fluke, 
and one of them was one of our bigger fish. That bite 
didn't last long and we were back out fishing deep. Kurt 
caught his fish on the fluke and a Texas rig craw. I caught 
most of my fish on a Carolina rig with a baby brush hog in 
watermelon candy. I also caught fish on a purple and 
brown jig with a green pumpkin chigger craw. 
 Congratulations to Jeff and Tony, well done. 
 

 

Team Bill Briggs & David 
Convery Carolina Rig For  

3rd Place Finish 
 

Team Briggs & Convery weighed five bass for 7.01 
pounds and took home Third Place honors.  
 

 Bill Briggs: All of our fish came on either a drop 
shot or Carolina rigged lizard. We tried other baits but 
none worked for us. I always figure that if they will bite a 
jig or J-rig or shaky head or just about anything else on 

the bottom they will bite a drop shot so we stuck with it.  
 We were lucky enough to find a couple of areas 
where a few “bigger fish” were biting. Our biggest came 
from the cove by the boat ramp. I had already ruled out 
most baits and colors practicing so I stuck with my two 
basic confidence colors. David Convery was great to fish 
with and I hope we team up again sometime.  
 The cook out was awesome. Once again I thank 
the weigh team and all involved in making these 
tournaments run smoothly. I thank God for keeping us all 
safe. 

 

Steve Grier & Chris Mabry Work 
Main Lake Points Take 4th Place 

 

Taking home 4th Place, Team Steve Grier & Chris 
Mabry weighed five bass for 6.91 pounds and took home 
Fourth Place honors.  
 

 Steve Grier:  Congrats to Jeff and Tony for a job 
well done. Another great job by the weigh-in crew and 
photographer extraordinaire Gary Martlage.  
 Chris and I were paired up for the second month 
in a row so we were ready to go. We pre-fished on 
Tuesday and looked at a lot of different water. We flipped 
in the river and didn’t get a bite. We fished main lake 
points in 20-30 ft and caught a few fish. We threw 
buzzbaits and spinner baits in shallow cover and got a 
couple of bites. Nothing was close to 2 pounds.  
 For game day we eliminated flipping and decided 
to go deep first to try and get a limit and then shallow 
reaction to try and find bigger fish. We headed for our 
starting point only to find it occupied by Jeff Mason, good 
call Jeff! We moved to another point and didn’t get a bite. 

Membership 
As of October 22, 2021 the Midweek 

Bass Anglers of Arizona consists of 131 
active members.  

 

3rd Place  Briggs & Convery 

 

4th Place  Steve Grier & Chris Mabry 



On the next point we got a couple of small ones and I lost 
a good one in a tree. We fished a few more points and 
filled out our limit, including 1 fish at 1.5 lb - big daddy! 
We caught our fish on points with dropshot and Carolina 
rig brush hogs. About 11:00 we shifted to buzzbaits and 
spinnerbaits in the backs of coves and on brushy points. 
We fished 10 or 12 different areas in 4 hours and caught 
4 more fish. All 4 fish, including our 1.59 lb “lunker kicker”, 
culled smaller fish. It was a tough day but a fun day. We 
fished hard and managed to burn a ¼ tank of gas on 
Alamo. I enjoyed another tournament with Chris Mabry; 
he fishes hard and catches good fish and he’s a great guy 
to be with on the boat. 
 

Team Clinton Bell & Terry Batson 
Work Flats Near Deep Water 

Finish 5th 
 

A five fish bag weighing 6.72 lbs was enough to earn 

Team C. Bell and T. Batson the 5th Place money. 
 

 Terry Batson & Clinton Bell: Clinton asked me 
to submit the write-up for our team, so here goes. First we 
would like to congratulate the winning team. They did a 
great job on what I think everyone will agree was a tough 
day. Also, as always, thanks to the organizers and the 
weigh-in team for another fun event.  
 For my part, I would like to state how fortunate I 
feel to have been paired up with such a fantastic 
angler/boater. Clint really taught me a few things, and I 
had a great time talking with and getting to know him. It 
was quite the adventure for me on practice day, when we 
went deep into the jungle trying to find fish in the back of 
the tree choked areas. He joked about needing a 
chainsaw, and now I know why. At one point, it would 
have come in real handy. 
 On tournament day, I caught a 12 to 13 oz. fish, 
on a Jerk-Bait, within the first 10 minutes. But he was a 
one-off, and luckily was eventually culled out of the live-
well. If I recall correctly, most of our better fish, (and when 
I say "our", I mean mostly Clint) were caught on jigs and 
Carolina Rigs with Green Pumpkin Chigger Craws on 
rocky points and flats near deeper water. We tried 
pitching the trees up the lake, and did some frogging in a 
few shallow grassy coves. That didn't amount to anything. 
Later in the day, when the already slow bite seemed to 
get even slower, we caught a few on Drop Shot, mostly 
using Purple Worms, but I don't think any of them made it 
into the live-well. In the end, it was a grind pretty much all 

day long, but we managed to put together a decent bag 
for the conditions. 
 

Team Colby & Alauria Use 
Psychological Warfare To 

Win 6th Place 
 

Team Bryan Colby & Tom Alauria weighed five bass for 
6.64 pounds and took home 6th Place.  
 

 Tom Alauria: Congratulations to Jeff and Tony. I 
also want to thank the club for doing the cook out at this 
tournament; I really missed that. I had been hearing 
reports of small fish at Alamo and I thought “Are you 
kidding”? Well, my partner Brian Colby was busy with 
work and couldn't make it to the lake until Tuesday 
morning.  
 On Monday I fished with Bill Briggs and on 
Tuesday I fished with Ray Riley. Sure enough all we were 
able to catch were fish that might have weighed one 
pound. On Wednesday morning I filled Brian in on what I 
found. He followed my lead and we headed toward the 
dam. 
 Well everyone else seemed to have the same 
idea. There was at least one boat on every point. We had 
our 5 fish pretty quick and if one of us hooked a fish that 
looked to be over a pound we yelled for the net like it was 
5 a pounder. A lot of our fish came on drop shot but jigs 
and flipping also worked. 

Page 4 

Tournament Statistics 
Fifty contestants fished 9.5 hours each, 
bringing 124 bass to the scales for a total 
weight of 146.22 pounds with a 2.92 pound 
average total catch per fisherman. The 
average weight of each fish was 1.18 lbs. All 
but two fish were released alive back into the 
lake after weigh-in to fight again another day. 

 

6th Place  Colby & Alauria 
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Guest Column 
By Randy Howell 

Weighing-In 
By Gary Martlage 

Tournament Director 

 

 As the season comes to a close, I again want to 
THANK all my faithful volunteers that help with the weigh-
in. All of you (Grimes, Vaughan, Savage, Alauria, Hilland) 
have been a vital part of making the weigh-in run 
smoothly, and efficiently. There are many of you that have 
thrown in a hand during the year, and I never get tired of 
guys coming to me to ask if there is anything they can do 
to help out. This is what makes our club special and I 
hope we never lose that. 
 
  Next month at Roosevelt, I will need a volunteer 
to operate the WHITE BOARD. If anyone is interested, 
please call me before the next tournament. 
 
  Now, one point of criticism during the start of our 
event. We ALL should know by now that when leaving the 
start boat, everyone is SUPPOSED to idle by the starter, 
in numerical order, and then go fishing. I was boat #8 out 
and had two boats in front of me that did not follow this 
procedure. Guys, this is done as a safety measure; it 
keeps order during the start, and (hopefully) no one gets 
run over by a boat jumping the line. PLEASE remember 
to do this! I will take some responsibility, as I did not 
mention the procedure during the pre-launch meeting. I 
won't forget from now on, and remember, this could DQ 
you from the tournament, if you do not follow our simple 
rules. Not only is it in fairness, but someone could be 
injured from a collision before the tournament starts! 
 I'm looking forward to Roosevelt next month 
finishing up a great year with a great bunch of guys. See 
you all soon! 

 I wanted to share a newcomer’s first experience 
with the club. I had registered as a boater for the October 
tournament at Lake Alamo, but my non-boater had to 
withdraw from the tournament.  
 As such, Gary Martlage offered me a non-boater 
opportunity to fish so I could better acclimate to the club 
experience. From the start of my membership Midweek 
Bass Anglers have been welcoming. On tournament day 
Gary put me on fish immediately, but I think everyone had 
a challenging day. However, the friendliness of everyone 
in the club, the resource stewardship I observed, the total 
experience, confirmed this is a great group with which to 
be involved. I just wanted to share my gratitude to all. 

Sound Off  
Let us hear from you. The newsletter is one 
method for communicating and sharing with 
other club members. 
 
Many of you have things to say, opinions to 
share. 
 
Contact the Editor who would be delighted to 
hear from you. 

Remember these? 
For those who never saw the Burma Shave 
signs, here is a quick lesson in our history of the 
1930s and '40s. Before the Interstates, when 
everyone drove the old two lane roads, Burma 

Shave signs would be posted all over the 
countryside in farmer’s fields. They were small 
red signs with white letters. Five signs, about 
100 feet apart, each containing 1 line of a 4 line 
couplet and the obligatory 5th sign advertising 
Burma Shave, a popular shaving cream. Here 
are some of the actual signs - read from the 
bottom up: 

PASSING 
SCHOOL ZONE  

TAKE IT SLOW  

LET OUR LITTLE  

SHAVERS GROW  

Burma Shave 



Photo Scrapbook Photo Scrapbook Photo Scrapbook Photo Scrapbook ----    Lake AlamoLake AlamoLake AlamoLake Alamo–––– Oct 20, 2021 Oct 20, 2021 Oct 20, 2021 Oct 20, 2021    
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Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at:   http://www.midweekbassaz.com/ 

Welcome to New and Returning 

Midweek Bass Anglers 

Since the Last Newsletter 

Randy Howell (B) 
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Please meet and welcome our latest members. 

Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2022 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen 
 

Board of Directors 
 

 PRESIDENT       VICE PRESIDENT 
   Gary Grimes  623-203-7436      Tom Savage  602-432-8589 

 SECRETARY       TREASURER 
   Terry Tassin  623-696-8935      Vern Ridgway  602-525-5493 

 TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR   
   Gary Martlage  602-616-1001 

Committee / Chairmen 
 

 PROGRAMS    GOVERNMENT LIASION  NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
   Tom Savage      Jack Hughes     Terry Tassin 

 TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE  Gary Martlage - Chairman    ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 
   Gary Grimes, Terry Tassin, Tom Savage, Vern Ridgway     Tom Savage 

 RAFFLE COMMITTEE - -  Vacant      CONSERVATION COMMITTEE - Vacant 

Midweek Bass Anglers 2021 
Tournament Schedule 

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday  

Born in November   

Randy Bosket 

David Convery 

Eugene Crist 

Joe Denson 

Charles Mackintosh  

Ingo Moura 

Kenny Myers 

Donny Stevens 

Dennis Thiel 

Greg Utton 

Jeff Utton 

Floyd Vaughan 

 

 20 January Bartlett 
 17 February Alamo 
 17 March  Martinez 
 21 April  Roosevelt 
 19 May  Roosevelt 
 16 June  Pleasant 
 21 July  Pleasant 
 18 August  Bartlett 
 15 September Roosevelt 
 20 October Alamo 
 17 November Roosevelt 

Midweek Bass Anglers 2022 
Tournament Schedule 

 

 19 January   Pleasant 
 16 February   Bartlett 
 16 March    Alamo 
 13 April    Havasu 
 18 May    Roosevelt 
 15 June    Pleasant 
 20 July    Bartlett 
 17 August    Saguaro 
 21 September   Roosevelt 
 19 October   Alamo 
 16-17 November  Apache 


