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President’s
Perspective
By Gary Grimes

Midweek Bass Anglers
enjoyed another great
tournament this month at
Roosevelt Lake. The fishing
was unusually tough though,
with most anglers finding very
few bites, and very few fish
above the one pound average.
Congrats to Paul Cormany for
another fine finish, what a
great year Paul has put
together; a top five finish in all
but two months this year, and
this makes his third #1 finish.
Speaking of fine finishes,
another club member, Jamie
Shaw, had the opportunity to
fish in the US Open at Lake
Mead recently. The field was
especially tough, including
some of the nation’s biggest
names in bass angling, but
Jamie rose to the occasion and
grabbed enough fish for a 4th
place finish. Great Job!
A special thanks to Dwayne
Steel, his wife Beverly, and
Monthly Breakfast Meeting
Bill Johnson’s Big Apple
Restaurant
16810 N. 19th Ave, Phoenix, AZ
1st Wednesday of each
month 8:00A.M.

EDITOR: TERRY TASSIN

Jack Hughes for the fine dinner a nice 4.69 lb bass.
served Tuesday night before
the tournament. For those not
in attendance, we enjoyed a
five course meal, with the
highlight being barbequed tritip. Hmmmmmm good. As
always it was a great time
sitting around and talking with
all the guys.
I will say it again; the board
appreciates all the guys who
help out at these tournaments,
especially on a hot day as was
the case this month. You guys
are the best. See you in
October.

Lake Roosevelt
September 19, 2012
By Terry Tassin

I have not seen Rosey as low
as it presently is in a very long
time. Lots of bare banks and
rocks where bushes previously
grew. But as usual some
members always find the fish.
So, how did the winners catch
their fish this month.

Paul Cormany & John
Milkint Tops At Rosey
Team Paul Cormany & John
Milkint fished shallow and
weighed the winning creel of
five bass weighing 12.88 lbs.
The team also won the prize
for the 2nd Place Big Fish for

1st Place
John Milkint & Paul Cormany

The plan according to Paul: “I
had the chance to fish with John
Milkint for the first time at
Roosevelt this month. We had a
good time fishing together even
though the fishing was pretty

Club Officers for 2013
The following members have
been nominated to serve as
officers of the Midweek Bass
Anglers of Arizona for the year
2013. The election will take
place at the October meeting.
President:
Gary Grimes
V. President: Lou Hirlemann
Secretary:
Terry Tassin
Treasurer:
John Milkint
Tmx Dir:
Jack Hughes
Election will be by simple
majority vote of member votes
received via Absentee Ballot
or Ballot at the meeting.

“We Practice Catch and Release”
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tough. John and I worked hard
all day to get the fish we
weighed. I came up on
Saturday to see what I could
find. I spent the first three
hours fishing deep on good
"marks" but couldn't make
them eat. I shifted gears and
started fishing shallower, and
shallower, and shallower. I
finally started catching fish in
the backs of coves in 1 to 4
feet on isolated rock piles and
grass beds. At the end of the
day, I caught five fish, but one
weighed 7 pounds. I told John
we were fishing shallow all day,
hoping to get five quality bites
and put every one in the boat.
We started out up in the Salt
where I caught the 7 pounder
on Saturday. It wasn't long and
I got our first fish on a Chatter
Bait. About 30 minutes later, I
caught another on the Chatter
Bait. Then John got one on a
jerk bait. We were feeling

Next Meeting
Next Tournament
Our next club general meeting
is scheduled for Wednesday,
3 October starting at 8:00 AM,
at Bill Johnson’s Big Apple
Restaurant, 16810 N. 19th
Ave (just south of Bell Road
on 19th Ave on the west side
of the avenue). We hope you
will come early and have
breakfast together.
The next club point
tournament will be a day event
at Lake Alamo on 17 October
2012.
Club
launch
headquarters and weigh-in
location will be announced.
Tournament hours presently
are Safe Light to 3 PM.

pretty good with three fish by
7AM. I got a couple more bites
but never got a hook in them. I
thought we might get two or
three bites in this area and we
were doing much better. We
stayed there and worked it very
thoroughly but never caught
another fish. We moved
around to several other areas
and worked them hard yet
caught no fish.
We moved out of the Salt
toward the dam and went to
the back of one of my favorite
coves. We saw several fish
breaking, one here and one
there, but could never really tell
if they were bass. At the very
back of the cove I saw a good
fish come out of the water and
eat a dragonfly and it was
definitely a bass. I made a long
cast into a foot of water and on
the third turn of the handle, I
had our big fish of the day. We
kept working up the Tonto arm
fishing one good area after
another. John had a good fish
on the jerk bait but it jumped
off. I had one on a Vixen for
about two cranks and it was
off. Finally, I caught our fifth
fish on a Vixen at 1:30 PM. We
hit another cove and I made a
cast to the grass at the back.
My Vixen hit the water and
bounced and immediately got
munched by an upgrade fish.
We culled out a small one, I
made another cast, one twitch
and I was on again. No help.
We hit several other areas and
didn't get another bite until we
returned to the marina. There
were three boats working the
outside and secondary points.
We went right by them to the
back of the cove. I hooked
another fish on the Vixen but it

jumped off. It wouldn't have
helped us anyway.
We fished hard all day long.
John really hung in there with
me even when we would go an
hour or two without a bite. This
day was a grind and we were
successful because we fished
like every cast would get a bite
even though we might make a
hundred casts between fish. I
won't be able to fish Alamo in
October because I'll be chasing
mule deer in Nevada. I'll see
you all in November.”
John added, “Being teamed
with Paul Cormany was an
enjoyable experience. Paul had
the plan and since I had prefished for 2 days without even
getting a bite there was nothing
I could contribute.
Paul had determined that since
everyone was struggling with
the drop shot bite we would fish
shallow all day with surface
lures. It's been a long time
since I have thrown that many
casts. His plan worked well
enough to ensure us a first
place finish.
Thanks Paul for a great day of
fishing and a great learning
experience. Any non-boater
teamed with Paul should
consider themselves very
Continued on page 3

The Rules
By Gary Grimes

Just a couple of reminders, our
rules state that the culling of
fish is not allowed within fifty
(50) yards of the launch ramp,
and you cannot cull dead fish.
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fortunate.”

Lippincott & Reichard
Finish 2nd
In Second Place the team of
Clay Lippincott & John
Reichard weighed five bass
for a total weight of 8.53 lbs.

2nd Place
Clay Lippincott & John Reichard

John said, “Clay and I fished
outside points, flats, and backs
of coves. We fished from 10
feet to 30 feet deep using
crank baits and plastics. We
caught most of our fish on
plastics drop shotting. While
drop shotting we used Texas,
nose hooked and whacky style
setups.”

Team Mike Edgar & Rich
Lapointe Drop Shot
3rd Place
Team Edgar & Lapointe
weighed five bass for 7.86
pounds and took home Third
Place honors. They however,
also won 1st Place Big Bass
honors and thanks to Mike’s
big catch
of a 6.33 lb bass,
he won the one month old 5 lb
Pot.
Mike Edgar commented, “I
pre-fished Saturday with my
son, Shane, for the Phoenix
Junior Bassmaster tournament
on Sunday. Weather was
windy but we were able to
catch a few crank bait fish. The
kid’s tournament on Sunday
gave me a few ideas; lipless
crank baits in the Salt end of
the lake and swim baits in the
marina. The marina was not an
option of course for the

tournament so lets drop shot
fish.
I went back up Tuesday
morning to pre-fish and Shane
really wanted me to throw buzz
frogs, but no takers on the
buzz frogs in the Salt. I picked
up my co-angler Rich around
8:00 AM and we headed back
up the Salt this time to the
Grapevine ramp area. We
found balls of shad on the
graph and saw fish feeding on
the surface (YES!). Had a few
fish take the baits but did not
hook any. We left feeling we
could at least get a limit early
Wednesday morning. We were
boat number twenty on
tournament day.
As we watched all the boats
leave most headed for the
Tonto end. (YES!) I thought,
“Oh Crap they know more than
I do but oh well, you have been

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Big Bass Prize
Richie Rojas is the winner
this
month
of
the
Sportsman’s Warehouse
prize of a $20 gift card for
the largest bass weighed
by a club member presigned-up for this prize.
Richie’s biggest bass
weighed 2.09 lbs.

“You didn’t notice what that guy was usin’ for bait,
by any chance, did you?”
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telling Shane for years stick to
your plan!” So we went to
Grapevine ramp, where Rich
picked up the first fish within 15
minutes on a buzz bait. I felt it
was going to be a good day!
Shane told me Tuesday night,
throw the buzz frog! I had at
least 5 fish roll on it but no
takers, never felt pressure on
the rod. Rich and I worked that
area with different baits until
around 11:00. No bites, no fish.
I decided to switch to my “go
to” bait a 4 inch Robo, blue
crawler, 1/8 ounce weight. I
can normally get a limit, but
generally this set-up is not a
big fish getter. Rich tied on a 7
inch morning dawn worm. We
went to Windy hill fished all
along the back side. No takers.
1:15 PM, really hot - like
everyone else I thought ‘Move’.

boat so set the hook 3 times
because Shane tells me I
never set the hook. The fish
swam under the boat. I told
Rich this fish had big muscles
or had some size. It finally
swam from under the boat. BIG
FISH! Rich netted it. It was
barley hooked in the top of the
mouth but it was now in the
boat! The fish gods were
definitely smiling on me this
tournament. Last month at
Saguaro, I was the boat that
moved off the spot that Gary
and Rick caught their big fish.
I would like to thank my
partner Rich Lapointe. It was a
long hot day. He was a
pleasure to fish with and never
lost his patience with me even
though I kept calling him Jim.
Oh well, I can’t even remember
my own kids name half the
time!”

Team Shaw & Arvizu
Buzz Bait And Drop Shot
To Reel In 4th Place
The 4th Place Team of Jamie
Shaw & Ernie Arvizu weighed
five bass for 7.28 lbs.

3rd Place
Rich Lapointe & Mike Edgar

Headed for the dam, a boat
was on the right side - my first
choice. Started fishing at the
point on the left side of the
dam and picked up a small fish
quickly, kept on pitching worms
at the rocks. Got down to the
end about 1:45 and pitched the
bait at the rock wall. The line
moved quickly in front of the

Ernie gave this team report.
“Thanks Jaime for driving to
Rosy on Wednesday, despite
being physically tired, to help
out and put me on the water to
fish. Thanks again.
Jaime and I caught all of our
fish on buzz baits and dropshotting Salt River Red Robo
worms. That's it; everything
else we tossed did not hook a
bass. Fishing with Jaime was
great and I watched how
smoothly he can toss the buzz
bait within an inch of his target,

it was amazing. Jamie had
three bass on board and
around two hours went by until
the next hit. Yes, I finally filled
our limit with two bass caught
on Robo Worms.

4th Place
Jamie Shaw & Ernie Arvizu

We caught all of our fish in the
back of coves, especially
where mats of grass and some
stickups were found. I had lost
my buzz bait, so I tossed
cranks, jerk baits and a Vixen
top water lure but no takers.
Short on time, Jaime sped
across to the School House
Point area. We continued to
work on the coves. Jaime got a
hit on a two pounder making it
the sixth bass of the day. That
catch made our day and we
had big smiles knowing we had
a chance to place. But
sometime later Jaime's boat
would not start and we used
the trolling motor to get us out
of a long cove. With some luck
we spotted Dick Kirberg nearby
and he had battery cables.
Thanks Richard or we'd still be
out there.
Thanks to Gary, Jack, John,
Lou, Terry and all the other
helpers that made for a smooth
tournament.”
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Team Jeff Mason & Allen
Clark Limit Out By 7:30
AM And Take 5th Place

Biggest Goon Fish
Netted by Steve
Harbaugh

So once again the Havasu
Bed Bait paid off and Mark and
I will be a little richer for it.”

The 5th Place Team of Jeff
Mason & Allen Clark weighed
7.01 lbs and took home the
final ‘place’ money.

As was noted last month,
“What can you say about the
team that catches a Catfish
worth $240!”

Statistics for the tournament:
Forty-eight (48) men fished 9
hours each, bringing 82 keeper
bass to the scales for a total
weight of 112.97 pounds with a
2.35 pound average catch per
fisherman. All but two fish were
released back into the lake
after weigh-in to fight again
another day.

5th Place
Jeff Mason & Allen Clark

Jeff Mason said, “We started
the morning throwing top water
lures around Windy Hill for
about 45 minutes without a
bite.
Our next stop was a stretch of
bank on the Salt Flats and
Allen picked up our first two
fish on a crankbait. I caught
our next three fish on a Texas
rigged Robo worm for our limit
at 7:30 AM. We caught a
couple more bass on worms
and crank baits but were
unable to upgrade until Allen
caught our big fish of the day
dragging a 10" worm at about
8:30 AM.
The rest of the day was real
tough; we got a few more bites
and caught a couple of more
fish but were unable to cull any
from our limit. Had another fun
day and enjoyed the time on
the water with Allen.”

Well Steve Harbaugh reported
for the team; “As we all know
fishing was very tough. We
pretty much had our only 3
bass in the boat by 6:30 AM on
buzz baits. I lost one early and
Mark had one spit the bait back
at him later in the day over by
Terry's Rockpile. So I guess
we did catch a limit but only put
3 in the boat.
As the day dragged on, we
were drop shotting off a flat
and I saw some of the larger
gizzard shad jumping around
us. So I wondered if maybe the
bass might be feeding on some
of the smaller shad. I saw they
had a bright color on their belly
so I pulled out one of my bright
yellow Bed Bait worms I used
at Havasu. Almost instantly I
got a good hit, finally I thought I
got a better fish, only it turned
out to be a catfish not a bass.

Treasure Chest
By John Milkint. Treasurer

First place winners, Paul
Cormany & yours truly, also
had the 2nd Place Big Fish.
Once again first place did not
have the largest fish. Perhaps
that will change at Lake Alamo.
Paul and John split $652.
Clay Lippincott and John
Reichard split $312 for 2nd
place overall.
The 5 lb pot was won this
month by Mike Edgar with a
6.33 lb Largemouth Bass worth
$225. Mike and Rich Lapointe
also garnered 3rd Place overall
and 1st Big Fish for an
additional $496.
4th Place went to Jamie Shaw
& Ernie Arvizu for $102.
Jeff Mason and Allen Clark
came in 5th Place for $70.

Goon Fish Pot Winners
Steve Harbaugh & Mark Poe
and Friend

The Goon Fish pot was worth
$240 and with a 1.45 lb Catfish
the team of Mark Poe & Steve
Harbaugh split that pot.
Hopefully the last hot weather
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Weighing-In
By Jack Hughes, Tmx Director

tournament of the year has just
been fished. Roosevelt while a
tough bite for most of us was a
good tournament and it
appears we all had fun and
enjoyed the friendship and
outdoors with a great group of
people.
First, I want to thank Dwayne
and Beverly Steel for asking
the club if they could cook the
meal at Roosevelt and
upgrading us from hamburgers
to Tri Tip. I know it took a lot of
time and effort for them to
make it happen and I want to
thank them from all the club
members. As one member said
“this spread is better than most
restaurants” and I agreed with
him.
In this issue I want to say a
few words about our rights and
those who want to deny us the
right to tournament fish. It is
the time of year again for
obtaining our tournament
permits for 2013. This year, as
usual, there have been added
additional requirements for
obtaining permits. My estimate
is because of the new
requirements we will not get
our permits until mid December. It is also the time of
year where those opposed to
bass fishing and tournaments
raise their ugly heads.
Last year People for Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA)
tried hard in California, where
Tonto Nation Forest (TNF)
issues our permits, to make
TNF ‘lead free lakes’ and even
though they managed to hold

up our permits for about seven
weeks they failed. This year
they were back again with a
new approach. They want to
limit the number of tournament
fishermen per week allowed on
lakes. According to people I
have talked to at TNF they will
lose this round also even
though they did get some
backing from various groups.
Their approach is tournament
fishing ruins the fishing for the
general public by taking too
many fish and the large
number of boats cause too
much pollution. We return all of
our fish to the lake and are
aware of the need for
protecting the environment and
do protect it; the facts don’t
seem to matter with this group.
I am sure they will be back
next year with something new
to try to take our rights away.
As we recently saw when
AZG&F had an observer at our
Saguaro tournament, the visit
was based upon complaints
that tournament fishermen
leave to many dead fish
floating in the launch area.
Yes, there are people who do
not want us for various reasons
to fish tournaments. These
reasons vary from just being
against fishing to we use all the
parking spaces. As the state
continues to grow rest assured
more people will want to put
restrictions on tournament
fishing for various reasons and
the facts just don’t matter with
some people.
Your Board of Directors tries
hard to follow all of the
activities affecting bass fishing
in the state with the various
agencies we deal with. Your

Board has worked hard to
establish excellent working
conditions with the six different
agencies we deal with and I
can say with confidence we
have had success. Gary
Grimes is in constant contact
with AZG&F and trying to make
sure if there is a meeting we
have representation at it and
express our collective voice in
protecting our rights. The
question is it’s not will a group
try to restrict bass fishing but
what and when. For sure there
will be new laws and
requirements affecting
tournament fishing in the future.
Some will be good for us and
some we will have to fight hard
to make sure they are not put in
place. In short we have to be
aware of what is happening and
use our collective voice as the
largest bass club in the state to
protect our rights.
All of you know Paul Cormany
as an excellent fisherman, even
though he did win the last
tournament with a lure no
longer in production. I guess he
just likes the tried and true
method of fishing. However
many of you do not know Paul
is a volunteer member of the
Sportsmen’s Constituent Group
(CSG) whose mission is to
protect all sporting activities
including fishing. In this issue
there is an excellent letter from
Paul on CSG. Read his article
then reread it for the full affect. I
urge all of you to follow Paul’s
request and sign up with the
CSG to protect your rights to
fish, hunt, hike, and trap
whatever you want to do
outdoors.
Finally, our next tournament is
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at Alamo and traditionally the
weather is great and the fishing
excellent. If you have not made
your camping reservations for
Area C I urge you to get it done
because the spots are going fast.
There has been an increase in
the fees for camping which had
to be done in order to keep the
lake open. We will have our
traditional steak cookout on
Tuesday evening and I am sure
one of your club president’s
famous poker games will take
place. Also, when on the lake
use caution for obstacles due to
the low water and save your
money for fishing lures not boat
repairs. Many obstacles that we
avoided in the past when the lake
was higher are just under the
water. See you all at Alamo.

Member Guest
Column
By Paul Cormany

Sportsmen's Constituent
Group (SCG)
Some of you that are hunters
may be familiar with HB 2072
and the attempted tag grab last
fall by AZSFW and AZSFWC. I
won't go into all the details, but
this was a bad piece of
legislation that would have had a
negative impact on the hunting in
Arizona for generations to come.
Luckily, a few concerned
sportsmen started a groundswell
of opposition through internet
chat rooms and the legislation
was withdrawn at the last
moment. It was nearly a disaster
and a wake up call for sportsmen
throughout the west.
The Game & Fish Commission
was impressed with the results a
group of motivated sportsmen

could achieve and felt the
need to build on what we had
accomplished.
The
Commission put out a call to
all sportsmen to organize a
Sportsmen's Constituent
Group to address the myriad
sources of opposition to
primarily hunting. From that
first meeting, we selected a
group of volunteers to be a
steering committee and
started the organizing
process. I volunteered to
serve on the steering
committee and over the next
several
months
we
formalized the organization.
We decided there were too
many issues that could have
a negative impact on our
outdoor heritage to limit the
scope to just hunting issues.
We want to represent all
outdoorsmen and women,
hunters, fishermen, OHV
users, hikers, birders,
trappers, and shooters essentially, all outdoor
recreationalists. The function
of
the
Sportsmen's
Constituent Group is to stay
on top of all things outdoor
related, analyze the impact to
our outdoor heritage, then
make recommendations on
which things to support and
which things to oppose. We
have a working relationship
with the G&F Commission
legislative liaison to keep us
informed of everything the
government is working on
and the issues of which they
are aware. The SCG will also
provide input to the
Commission on all aspects of
the G&F regulations. We
have a member of the
Commission as a non-voting
member of the board of

directors. This is a great
opportunity for the citizens of
Arizona to take control of the
future of our outdoor heritage.
This job is too big for the G&F
Commission and the G&F
Department. They have
political, legislative and
jurisdictional limitations that a
group of citizens does not.
We can make things happen
that could never be
accomplished by Game &
Fish alone.
The Commission hoped we
would have something in
place by February 2013. I am
happy to inform you, the SCG
has a mission statement,
bylaws, a board of directors,
standing committees and a
website. We accomplished all
this with volunteer labor and
donated resources. The goal
of the SCG is to build a
membership in the hundreds
of thousands to have the
political clout to influence our
legislature, the federal
government, and federal
agencies. This is not pie in
the sky. The G&F has over
300,000 subscribers to their
e-news already. State law
prevents them from sharing
contact information with the
SCG, but it shows the
magnitude of what can be
accomplished. I would like
each of our club members to
join the Sportsmen's
Constituent Group and to
pass the word along to all you
know.
There
is
no
membership fee or dues.
Membership in the SCG will
give you voting rights when
the committee of the whole
meets, will keep you informed
on issues related to all things
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outdoors, and let you know Photo Scrapbook - Lake Roosevelt– September19, 2012
when you need to contact your
representatives to let them know
how you want them to vote.
More importantly, your
membership in the SCG will add
to our credibility and influence.
Simply visit the SCG website
and provide your name, address
and e-mail to be considered a
member. The website also has
all the information about the
SCG in much more detail than I
gave here. I cannot stress how
important your membership is to
the future of our outdoor
heritage. There are organized
groups that are trying to ban the
use of lead in fishing tackle,
other groups that want to ban
fishing altogether and yet other
groups that want to limit your
access to waters within our
state. You can make a
difference and we have already
proven it.
www.SCGinfo.com
Just scroll down to the bottom
of the home page and enter your
information. Thanks and pass it
on.

BEST COOKS

BEST EATERS
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Midweek Bass Anglers of Arizona - 2012 Board of Directors and Committee Chairmen
Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

Gary Grimes

623-203-7436

SECRETARY

Lou Hirlemann

480-272-0050

TREASURER

Terry Tassin

623-931-1546

John Milkint

480-298-0728

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR

Jack Hughes

480-510-7779

Committee / Chairmen
PROGRAMS

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Lou Hirlemann

Terry Tassin

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE Jack Hughes-Chairman
Gary Grimes, Terry Tassin, Lou Hirlemann, John Milkint
RAFFLE COMMITTEE - - Lionel Frailey

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Lou Hirlemann
CONSERVATION/LEGISLATIVE - Vacant

Access Midweek Bass Anglers Internet Web Site at: http://www.midweekbassaz.com/

Welcome to New
Midweek Bass Anglers
Since the Last Newsletter

Official Supplier of
Midweek Bass Anglers Club Apparel

Kurt Johnson (B)
David Baca (NB)
Tackle Box Sales!
Here is a spot in our newsletter for those Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
Apparel
members who have "fishing related items" that cap can orderClub
directly from our provider - M & J
they would like to sell, trade, or give away.
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.
Seller
Item
Price
Individuals wishing to purchase a club shirt or
cap can order directly from our provider - M & J
Trophies & Apparel, 10802 N. 43rd Ave,
Something to sell? Contact the Editor
Glendale, Arizona. See their ad above.

Best Wishes and Happy Birthday
Born in the Month of October
Ernie Arvizu
Steve Baker
John Belden
Mark Durben
Clay Lippincott
Mark Poe
Mark Royal

Midweek Bass Anglers 2012
Tournament Schedule

18 January
15 February
21 March
18 April
16 May
20 June
18 July
15 August
19 September
17 October
21 November

Bartlett
Roosevelt
Havasu
Alamo
Apache
Pleasant (MH)
Bartlett (Night)
Saguaro (MH)
Roosevelt
Alamo
Bartlett

